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the neighboring~ repub)lic. Towards the close of tis vcrioed
tilere NN as a ecddincrease in the nuînlier of th s. Ih fir-~
Nov-a Scotianis N\e*e- Saimuel I-lead, of lHalifax, son o'f D r.
.Michael Hezad ' who caie frun] I rciland to the Prcwince shIllrthv
aifter 175L) I)aVid [i. Lnd, o f Trurù , a graduate of thie Uni-
v-ersitv of I'ennsylvania, Rob)ert Bayard, of Cornwallis, a
grraduate of Edinburgh, l)et.ter konin New Brunswick thaîi
i his na,.tive province; and NV. B-1. Ainion, of 1-aiaase au
M.I). o f Edinibiurgi, and son et Dr. W. J1. Alînin, wlice first
came te .1-alifax during the Re\voiutioiiarv-ý War. Ail of these
were iii practice in i8io.

The preanible to the Medical Act and a subsequent unend-
ment p)oint te the presence of a number of unqualified practi-
tieners, especiaill in districts where nîccijeal ai(i coulci fot bic
easilv obm.ined. oay f th1eý-c were mien who had gained some

knewidgeeither through apprenticeship or a, partial course at
so-ne coilege. (Senerailly speaking, they were a deseiwing cas
andi sht uld not be regardeci in the saine liiht as quacks anti
pretenders.

The eariv practitioners hiac to encounter înany hiardships and
difficulties, e.xcept in the more populous districts. Mîany of the
roats were mere bricile paths t1iroughi the forest. Streains had
te be fordeti. Water carrnagle, when -availabie, -was regardeti
as a bon. lii the wiîîter sncwshoes were often necessary te
complete a jcurney. Accommi-odation wvas very poor: (iolnestic
conift>rts wvere fewv; meclical periodicals (lit net exist, andi
libraries were liimited te a few volumnes. The serious enmer-
gCencies of a mix.,eci practîce haci to be surmeunteci singole-hanciided.
Yet, in spite of ail these clisativantages educ-ateti men toiled
through longy cars, ser\-ingo weii their generatien, and adciingr
their quota to the slowN but steadyv a(lvancem-ent of their pro-
f ession.

Another point worthv of note is that, cwving, to the scarcitv
cf educated iaymen, and-the absence of lawyýers cutside of Hliu-
fax, the doctors aise rendereti service to the public in the-
capacity of niagistrates, julges cf the Iniferior Court, cf Cerni-
mon Pleas, prothonotaries. sheriffs. jutiges of probate, and they
were frequentiy elected to the Houise cf Assemibly. This addedl
to their labor and perhaps their incomie, andi widened the sph1ere
Of their influence. It miay be affirmeci with justice that ne other
class gave more useful service to the public than the physicians;
nor do the best meni of the past suifer by compax-ison w'ith thie
leaders of to-day: and they hav'e left us patterns cf huînanity
andi energ-y ve11 worthv cf imitation.
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