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COL. RICHARD M. JOHNSTON.
The Genial Southern Cathollo Talka

- About Hlmseir.

"My first entry into politics wa as a
Democrat against a Knownothing," saays
Col. Johnston, as reported by Walter
Leoky in The Reading Cirais Beview.
"I wa made president of Mercer Uni
versity; that appointment carried with
it a oue and a salary of $8,000 a year.
Findîng My farth in the tereta of the
Baptist Church _weakening, I could not
loyaslipsecept Ibis offer.» It W&5dnring

ayis interesting priod thab he marrîed
the one who bas been the sweetest part
of his lifs.

The refusal of the preaidency of his
own college must have caused the am.
bitious young lawyer no ordinary pang
of sorrow. He wus not the man to livei
nt the sacrifice of truth and sincerity.
IlShortly after," ho continued, II was
made profesor of English Literature in
Georgia University. I beld that until
the beginning of the war; thon I started
my sochool at Rockly. Mors holar
came than 1 could receive-I had six
hundredapplicants, although the board
and tuition were four hundred and fifty
dollars.

"At Rockly I lost my daughter Lucy,
a girl of fifteen. It was a great blow to
my wife, who could no longer bear to
live amid scones that were constantly
reminding ber of Lucy and other days.
After the war I went to Baltimore, carry-
ing with me forty pupils from Georgia.
À great many more desired to corne, but
I had no accommodation for them. It
was strauge haw so many of them wished
to come." There was a halt, and for a
moment the sunny.hearted old romancer
watched the twisting amoke. "Strange,"
I muttered, "not strange when sncb a
man was their teacher, a get tieman 'who
lived justly and considerstely amorg
men and humbly before God.'I" " I fol-
lowed my dear wife in the Catholic
Church in 1875." "By what mental pro-
cesa," I asked, "did you successfully scale
the encircling gloom 1" "Let me tell
you that in my own way," said the Colo.
nel. "My grandfather, the Rev. Thomas
Johnston, was a leading Episcopal min.
inter, who came from Dumafries, in Scot-
land, to wage war with the dissentera.
His oldest non went toGeorgia, but dying
early, his son Malcolm, my father, was
brought up in the Baptist Church and
beesme one cf its mixnsters andas atrong
partizan. I was brought up strictly in
my father's faith. I imbibed the usual
prejudices against the Catholic Churcb.

" There were few Catholics in Georgia,
in fact, I was tthirty when I saw for the
firat time a Catholic priest. That im-
pression was not a favorable one. The
poor church, the squeaky organ and the
few worsiLippers but confirmed my early
prejudice. It was not until the Know-
nothing campaign, in 1855, that my pre.
judiceo uffered a blow. In tbat cnlpaign
it was necessary to offset the violent
diatribes of my opoonent against the
Catholic Church. For this purpose y
was forced to consult Catholic bnoks.
Now, it happened that the mont cultured
woman in Georgia was a member of tbat
Church. She was a Miss Caesv of Sparta,
afterwards Mrs. Bird, a life-long friend
of my wife. To ber I went, saying,
Miss Casey, give me something to fight
these scoundrels witb.' She put in my
hande the works of Bishop England.
These works not only furnished me with
arguments against Knownothingism, but
dispelled much of my early prejudice.

" Under the signature of ' Valdes,' fur-
nished with arguments drawn from
Bishop England, I was able to show how
absurd were all the current opinions of
Catholicity. It wa, however, at a later
period of my life, that I more fully
studied the Catholic religion. My wife
wase the leader. She had pro ured books
from good Father Lyman. Before re-
turning these booka ahe passed therm to
me, with an injunction to read them. I
was glad to do so, ever in quest of the

·truth. It waa soon evident that my wife
was convinced of the falsity of her posi-
tion and the truth of the Catholio
Church. I put no hindranoeinu er way.
I told er imat if ah re convinced,
ahe wa bound to make the step, no mat-
ter how much pain and anguish I might
feel. -A few day8safter I was invited to
a dinner at Mr. Abell's There I met
Father Lyman. Afterdinner I told him
tbat Frances had a message for him. He
came, instructed ber, and in January,
1875. She was received into 1h. Church.

"That parting was hard, but .iL was inD
the line of duty, snd I could not but,

.ubrmit. 1 continued to read. Bishop
Ives' 'Trials of a Mind' made a deep
impressin. This ws followed by
Mi!ner's 'End of Controversy' and the
masterly answer of Newman to Glad-
atone. The lite of the Cure d'Ars pro.
duced a listing effect. As au antidote I
red ltheworks cf Lsud snd IHookor.
Thoy were no longer convincing. I w.
flled wîth agony sud depression. I
could not banish from my mn dthe
thought that 'these Catholie writers
bave got. lie argument. Wbile resding
Balmes I wa convinced imat emy we
had followed the true path. I remember
well that day. I sat in my garden be.-
neath the shade of a chestnut. I bad
read only sixty lines when a calmness
came to my mmd. The Jaurny was
almoat dons. I had corne ta lime cdge o!
the encircling gloom asud could see, be-
yond, the land of truth. I closed the
book and walking into the house greeted
my wife with the happiest ealutation of

y life, « -, am going with ou, my der'
In July. '75, on lhe fesat of tme Sacred
Heart, I found limat pesos which Ihad
long soughtand prayed for, in the boaom
of the Catholic Churcb."

DREARY DECEMBER'

The following beautiful paragraph ap-
peared in last weeks issue of The Earth.
It is by "L." in the contribution "The
Paasing Show":

Saddest of all montha, December is the
decrepit old man, who, pale and bloodless
with age, with thin white look& tat blow
pitifully in the mercilesa gale, with with-
ered beart which bas been the sepulobre
of many darling hopes, faiters on that
weary road of which the end la now in
view. Listen: the gale ahrieks and
whistles-that hissing, sinister whistile
which tella the poor that it i alil in vain,
they would keep out snow and wind
with the paper stripes acrose chink and
crevice-the naked pines on the moun-
tain shiver in the cutting blast, and be-
low u the valley, the snow makes white
coverlets for those who, clasped forever
to the bosom of mother earth, aleep well
in that dreamlesa sleep which is broken
no more by the poignant memory of grief
and loss. Fine as powder, thme snow
banks itself against doorstep and window,
whirls in passionate edds i>,n the street,
surges against railing, and Dreaks as the
waves break the shc re. It covers up all
noipome things; and the pure, white
flowers of God as they kiss the obeek, re-
call the morning of purity and innocence.
And yet welcomed by the careless and
the happy, every snowflake is a grief to
the poor and desolate. Lighter than
eider down, softer than the kis of mother
or wife, it falls upon the heart of the be.-
reaved like clodo upon a coffin. For
amid the vast silence which falls upon
the earth with the falling snow, one
heaurs aru ling of the winge of the angel
of death. I had a flower once, which
grew strong and beautiful, O lovingly I
tended it; with pride I watched it bloon
in grace sud sweetnees. I grudged that
the air should stir its leaves. For every
caress, for every touch of care, n.y flower
repaid me with richer blooms. Friends
praised the gracious thing; offered hom-
age and love, envied me my possession.
And as my flower grew its tendrils twim-
ed themselves about my h eart, so that it
became a part of my very self. A day
came-My God -a day came, when the
wind and the snow and the deslation
amote rny flower. Love nor care nior
tears availed; and I buried my flower
amid the first snow storni of the winter.
That is why I like the snowflakes to kis.
my cbeeks, fondly hoping that God, who
transplanted my flower to bis gardon,
might let ber, in the touch of the anow-
flake, send me a message. That id why,
too, December days seem to me the sad-
dest in the year.

THE CHILDREN'S ENEMY.
Scrofula often shows iteelf in early life

and ia cbaracterized by swellinga, ab-
scesses, hip disease, etc. Consumption ia
scrofula of the lungs. In tbis clae of
disaye Sott'@ Emusion ig unquestion.
ably thieot roliablo niedicine.

Judge: You are acquitted. Prisone,
to the jury: Very sorry, gentlemen, to
bave given you all this trouble for no-
thing.

"Call him a veteran joke writer?
Why ahe is not more thah twenty years
old." " That isBao; but bis jos are
ieterans all the same." i
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SURPRISE
SOAP GONaRTHEa.

THE MEDAL0F7THE IMMA CUL&TE
CONCEPTION.

Nearly a quarter of a century before
the definition of the doctrine of the Im-
maculate Conception, Our Lady appeared
to one of the. daughters of Charity of
Saint Vincent de Paul, and ordered ber
to see that a medal be struck in honor of
ber Immaculate Conception. The super-
natural origin of the modal is recognmaed
by the following Decree of the Congrega-
tion of Rites, establiahing a solemn feat
commemorative of it:

The Very Revoend the Superior-
General of the Congregation of Mursions
of Saint Vincent de Paul has humbly
supplhcated His Holiness Pope Leo XIIL
that ho would regard with favor the ex-
traordinary propagation among the
Christian faithful of the holy Medal
called that of the Immaculte Concep-
tion of the Mother of God ; that he
would also view with favor the growth
of filial piety as well as the superabund-
ant blesaings, both spiritual and tem-
poral, resulting fron the use of it in
Christian society, as is credibly witnessed
to. Therefore he petitions hl@ Holiness
to intrust the investigation of this
matter to the Congregation of Rites, in
order that the authentic documents
which etablish the aupernatural origin
of so wonderful an event being examined,
the Congregation,subject to him, may be
allowed to celebrate a solemn festival,
with proper Mass uand office, as a double
of the second caises, in honor of the
Blessed and Imiaculate Virgin Mary, of
the " Miraculous Medal." This petition
was presented by the undersigned Car-
dinal Prefot of the Congregation of
Rites, and promoter of the causer at an
ordinary meeting of the aforesad Con.
gregation, held in the Vatican on the day
named below. The Moist Eminent and
Reverend Fathere appointed guardians
of the Sacred Rites having examined all
particulars carefully, and having ieard
bis Eminence Cardinal Caprera, "pro-
mater " of the holy faith, decreed that
the favor be granted both as te 1he office
and the Mass: "Pro gratis et quoad offi-
cium et Missam ad Ernum Ponentem et
Promotorem fidei. Die 10 Julii, 1894."
Wherefore 1, the undersigned Cardinal,
with his Eminence the promoter of the
faith, having subnitted, in accordance
with the decree, a suitable Mass and
office, bis Holines, on the report which
I bave given, deigus tu approve and au-
thorize a festival, under the title of
" The Immaculate Virgin Mary of the
Miraculous Medal," Ltobe celebrated every
year by the priests of the Congregation
of the Mission under the rite of a double
of the second claes, and under the rite of
a double major by the Ordinaries of
places, and by religious communities
who may have asked this privilege.

Given July 23, 1894.
(Signed) C. Card. ALoIS: MABELLA, S.R.C.

Aloisius Tripepi, Secretarius.

A great deal has been said as to the
slownees of the turtles movements, but
aIlI we can say isbhe generally arrives in
time fcr soup.

MENEELY BELL COMPANY.
CLIN TONa. IENEELY, Gen1. Manager

Troy, N.Y.,- and N w York Oity,
Manutaoture. .

BuePEROn - CRURH - "BELLS. -

This
Dress? - s

Surprise
Soap-.-
Washed it.

And will wash any washable ma-
terial without injury to the color
or material-it is harmless
yet effective.

White goods are made whiter
and colored goods brighter by
the use of Surprise Soap.

Thousmnds use it. Why don't

pou ?
Use Surprise onwashday for

all kinds of goods without Boil-

ing or Scaldiog.

180 R theA drections180 R Don tewapr

SIMPSON, HALL,
MILLER & 00a

1794 Notre Dame Street,
MNUFATURERS OF

%STERLING SILVER
AND FINE.-.

ELECTRO-PLATED WARE.
YI.ROCERS' v9]0k

. n uand Spoons.

Everything in the line of

Holiday Presents
at prices to suit everybody

Call and see.

1794 Notre Dame St.

Fo r !

Sciatie Fý:
E. Neuralgre

TRY
ONE APPCATIONPains
F THE .

&CL MENTHOL
Ue 0PL<ASTER

1TWILL DISPEL THE PAIN L!XE MAGIC

SIAINFO GLASS WINUOWS
FOR SALE CHEAP.

Four of the large, rich stained Glass
Windows in st. Patrick's Churcb, Mont-
real, which do not harmonize with the
others. are for sale cheap. The pttern lu
such that they could be easly divided Into
elght windows, esch of about twenty feet In
height and about ive reet In wld(h. May
be had after a month's notlio. Apply to

SJ. QUINLIVAN, Pastor.

EIEor3 I
Best Hiavath/a FlMur,

$3.95 a Barrel.
Best Creamery Butter......28o per lb.
Clhoice Dairy Butter.........20c per lb.

OPEN ZVENINÇGB,

J. L. OREVIER 889 Si. James Strat
JOHN TAYLOR &C0.,,LOUGHBOROUGB ,

Eng, the Premier

BELL FOUINDER8
ate day, have madie aU the Important
eaiz in England for many year b. satalogues

anid a a lnfrmation-from JAS, T. SAIAN.G,
Board «fTracte Bu* laia. 85-G


