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ouage. Thomas Stevenson espoused the daughter
a Presbyterian clergyman, a charming ladyWhose Son is worthy of her simply because he re-sembles her. As he was an only child, it was butlatural that his father should desire to train himUp for the profession which was the family's in-heritance, and seemed to be its mission as well.dut at an early age the boy gave "promise of adisappontment." When but three and a halfyearslold the inst

himn stinct for composition began to stir within
little His father was absent from home, and hisame son dictated a long letter to him, setting forth
"anng other things that he had scen a bird's nest,iand how nice it was for there to be pretty eggies
lfn t for the wee birdies to eat !" At six bis uncle
for he pnzes among the youngsters of his family
fullo fstries of Moses. Robert, Bible-taught, was
fi Ofoses and very anxious to contribute andW itprize, but how could he when he was unable

ite? His mother came to his rescue by act-leg as amanuensis. Soon afterward, when he hadIeaned to wield a pen, he wrote a history of joseph,ad a very creditable history it was for so small aboy oth compositions were illustrated by hisPencis, bis ancient Hebrew subjects disporting gar-
ments nuch resembling those of modern Scotch-ien. li e was delicate from birth, often ill, andWhile yet very young manifested consumptive ten-deucies, which later assumed the fibroid form ofPneonary disease. When a boy it often became
Scotlsary to seek milder skies than those of ruggedEcotland, and so long visits were paid to Southern
sible upon scenes then stamped on his impres-
storielind he bas drawn in writing many of bis
Pass .. At twelve he went through the Brenner
Scriben the Tyrol; we have the impression tran-
bee In " Will o' the Mill." He bas always
came .of long tramps, and before bis health be-
miles seriously impaired was able to cover five
ver anan hour. He several times tried to get

it. a mile in ten minutes, but could never manage
scene n One of bis tramps so fascinating was the
long ry before him that he made an inconsiderately

nder etour. To regain home required an exertion
experie which he came near sinking. This bit ofencri e was in his mind when he came to de-
Scribig David Balfour's utterly fagged out state asb unive in " Kidnapped." Ill-health bas placed
the IVto a natural activity which would delight in
strainsOhe round of out-door sports. Caution re-
With .bm to quiet, unextended walks ; to sailing,
aterust a little rowing now and then on calm

with c nce in Switzerland, lie was so delighted
bring oasting as to over-exert himself at it, and

withn thefirst ofbis hemorrhages.
OCcaion such unavoidable interruption as illness

casted Master Stevenson received an excel-lent eoîIed-
practic ucation. At school it was bis invariable
boy e start a manuscript magazine among the
I'lis com ays contributing a story to it himself.
IlponmPlsion to write grew stronger and stronger
flor ea but bis talent came to the birth neitherssoonor l y.lu In " Memories and Portraits" he says:-
kn6o4A athrough my boyhood and youth I was
and Pointed out for the .pattern of an idler;whiche 1 was always busy on my own private end,lic s to learn to write. I kept always two

s i nmy pocket, one to read, one to write in.
with ap ed my mind was busy fitting what I saw
side, pPropriate words ; whlen I sat by the. road-
vers i'obdeither read, or a pi. ncil and a penny
the featuooko wtld be in my hand, to note down
haltuges of he scene or commemorate somewhatg stauzas. Thus I lived with words. Andw*at 1 th us r<
Written usnwrdte was for no ulterior use,- it was
triuch tonsciosly for practice. It was not so

islhed that 1 shed to be an author (though I'hdthatleat tLoo*as that I had vowed that I wouldtempto write. That was a proficiency thatleard to e aî;id I practised to acquire it, as mention w Whttleïin a wager with myself. Descrip-an the Principal field of my exercise ; for to
Wot ecith senses there is always something

ne t townand country are but
<ay also tet in othef

atica dialoges accompanied my wvalks with
and ofe aloges in which I played many parts;
sations~ exercised myself in writing down conver-

rm mTemory."

When sixteen he wrote an account of the Pent-
land Rising, which so pleas(d his father that he
had it printed for private circulation. His father
-good man-was so convinced that dioptric lights
and mathematical investigations into the propaga-
tion of waves were among the chief ends of man,
perhaps the chiefest of a Stevenson, that the evi-
dences of bis son's ambition were quietly blinked.
On went the work of preparing the youth for the
profession passionately beloved of bis father.
Harbours and light-houses in construction were
visited, and Robert was given tasks in a carpen-
ter's shop and a brass foundry. Tncidentally be
was brought to ship-yards for such knowledge as
circulates in their tarry air. It soon bccame clear
that his heart was in none of these things. One
evening bis father and he had it out, and he
acknowledged that he cared for nothing but litera-
ture. "lThat's no profession," said bis father,
" but you may be called to the bar if you choose."
So, at the age of twenty-one, he began to study law,
not however to the abandonment of his pen. His
pen was soon to prove full inheritance of bis
father's constructive genius, but the gift was to be
applied elsewhere than on brawling reefs and sea-
coasts. In 1873, when in London, Mr. Sidney
Colvin saw some of bis work and at once re-
cognized its power and promise. He introduced
the young author to the editor of the "Portfolio,"
in which bis paper "Roads" soon appeared. A
second article, written that same winter at Men-
tone, "Ordered South," came out in Macmillan,
and is reprinted in "Virginibus Puerisque." It
alone among ail bis writings gives a picture of the
life he bas led for years as an invalid, journeying
from one health resort to another. " Ordered
South'* cost its author three months labour. He
felt that he had it in him to write, but to prove it
demanded inflexible persistence. His rich mine of
expression was gold to be sure, but when did ever
mine yield its treasure, smelted, refined and
minted ?

A legal career abandoned for letters, Mr.
Stevenson began work with an earnest industry
only limited by bis precarious health. Whilst stay-
ing at the Burford Bridge inn, where he went to be
near bis friend,~George M~eredith, 1iè made a study
of the rascal-hero, Villon, reprinted in "Men and
Books." His subject inspired him to write con-
currently one of his strongest short stories, "A
Lodging for the Night.' Here he began the first
" New Arabian Nights," continuing them through
five months of travel which included sojoumns in
London, Edinburgh, Paris, Barbizon and Le
Monastier. This last place came in during bis
tour in the Cevennes, described in bis " Travels
with a Donkey," an exquisite littie book, entertain-
ing, sprightly and philosophic. He gives us bis
motive for the tour quite candidly :-

" Why any one should desire to visit either Luc
or Cheylard is more than my much-inventing spirit
can suppose. For my part I travel not to go any-
where, but to go, I travel for travel's sake. The
great affair is to move; to feel the needs and
bitches of our life more nearly ; to come down off
this feather-bed of civilization and find the globe
granite underfoot and strewn with cutting flints."

His travels in the Cevennes concluded, his little
donkey Modestine sold and paid for, our author
found himself greatly iuvigorated for his work.
Tht autumn and the following winter he wrote
" Providence and the Guitar," and the "Inland
Voyage." "The Pavilion on the Links" was next
commenced in London, to be finished during -
bis first visit to America in 188o. Whilst in Cali-
fornia an event occurred which, let us hope, may
yet induce him to take up bis permanent abode
within the wide latitudes of America.. This event
was*his marriage to Mrs. Osbourne, née Van De
Grift. This gifted lady was born in Indianapolis
during Mr. Beecher's pastorate there, and was bap-
tized by him. Her literary talent bas enabled ber
to give ber husband invaltiable aid as collaborator.
an office within recent months also bestowed upon
her son, Mr. S. Lloyd Osbourne.

{ (To-ne continued)" J

Some people never pay anything but visits to their re-
latives.

MR. HARRY LEE. Of the Hamilton Yacht Club, has pur-chased the cutter Vera, of Port Dover. She is a filecruismng yacht of 30 feet 1. w. I., and was built for Mr. Ball,of Port Dover, in 1884, from a design by A. Cary Smith, ofNew York.
PETERSON TO ROw IIANLAN. -Arrangemens are beingmade for a single scull race between Henry Peterson, ofSalt Lake City, the Pacific Coast champion, and Ed.Hanlan, who is now in San Francisco. Peterson's friendshave already put up $2,roo, and the chances are the racewill come off at Garfield Beach about Aug. i.
BASEBALL is getting to be all the rage in Cuba. At thelast game in Havanà the attendance w'as 9,ooo. The

Spaniards never used to patronise any other sport than bull
fighting, but now they take far more interest in baseball.Leading citizens assert that baseball will kill bull fighting,and a couple of years from now the latter sport will neverbe heard of again in the island.

DONOvAN, the winner of the Derby, has been a wonder.
fully good servant to his master, for as a two-year-old hewon ii races out of 13, worth over £16,oco, while thisseason his victory in the Prince of Wales' Stakes atLeicester was worta £i i,ooo, and in the Newmarket Stakes
£6,oco. To this must be added the £4,ooo won at the
Derby, and his future engagements comprise many valuableraces, which, given good health, he cannot well lose.

WINNIPEG GUN CLUB.-The Winnipeg Gun Club is thesenior club of the province, and was organized in March,
1884, with W. R. Hamilton, who has since removed t>Montreal, as president. The original members and foundersof the club were C. W. Armstrong, Frank L. Patton, W.R. Hamilton, A. Holloway, M. Putnam, F. H. Morriceand B. E. Chaf'ey. 'The club has splendid practice groundson Furby street in that city, and is in a fairly prosperouscondition. Its membership lisf includes the following well-known sportsmen :-A. Holloway, C. W. Armstrong S. P.Clark, F. H. Morrice, James Joss, P. A. Macdonald T.G. Poyntz, R. Girdlestone, H. M. Williams, B. L. Chaffey,R. A. Ruttan, F. L. Patton, H. J. Eberts, G. W. Allan,T. Howard Wright, H. M. Howell, A, Clarke, G. F. Galt,G. Andrew, H. Galt, W. F. Henderson, G. T. Tempest, A.E. Richards, C. W. Graham, John Galt, C. A. Boxer, J.McL. lolliday, D. Smith, J. R. Waghorn, F. Drummond,

Major Bell, M. B. Currie, W. A. Thompson and G. ).Wood.
WHAT BALAL TOSSERS DO.-The profession of the base-hall player never stood as high as it does to-day. Therenever was a time when the morals of a young man wereinvestigated upon his seeking an engagemont as to-day.The drinkers are being surely and quickly weeded from thranks, thanks to the severe penalties that are being calledfor under the rules. The business has attracted a largenumber of college bred men, and it oflèrs them congenial

occupation with large salaries. Many ball players pursuetheir studies in the winter and play ball in the surnmerearning enough to defray all the expenses of their education. Saunders, of the Philadelphia Club, took a course incivil engineering last winter ; Gunning, of the Athletics,was in attendance at the medical school of the Universityof Pennsylvanla ; Bingham, of Harvard, is to graduatefrom Harvard this year ; Knowlton, of the Eastern Club,is a member of the Harvard medical school ; Garfield, ofthe Pittsburg Club," is studying at Oberlin University.Mead and Cabill, of the New Haven team, are graduatesof Holy Cross College in Worcester ; Tyng isa Harvard
graduate, Wagenhurst comes from Princeton, and manyother instances could be mentioned. Nor must the cases ofMessrs. John M. Ward and James H. O'Rourke, of c eNew York Club, beforgotten. The former took the courseof Political Science in Columbia College, and, witb tbelatter, attended the lectures in the Vale law school, where
they received their degrees of LL.B., and were afterwardadmitted to practice before the bar of Connecticut. Mr.Ward is undoubtedly the most intelligent ball player in the
profession. He is a most ·prolific writer for the magazinesand the press, and he bas written a book on baseball whichis decidedly the best and most comprebensive of tbe kindeve-issued.-Boston Herald.

SONNET.
"Oh! set me up upon the Rock that is higher than i."

.Higher than 1 O infinite Friend of man!
Higher than saint or seer can reach, else dark,That silent sea on which we:all embark
Rolls round the shore of Life's uncertain span.From sin's mysterious abyss, no planBut Thine redeems. Christ, the sole star-like hope,
Though searching eyes the wide horizon scan,Piercing the gloom, where, that ray lost, we gro>e
From desert r.ealms by unbelief attained,
Or heights by struggling human virtue gained;.

-HelIp us-to climb--though neyer to Thy scopelu earth or heaven the creature be sustained.
Yet, echoing David's need, lift me, I cry,
To tbat strong Rock that higher is tban I.June, 1884. A. C. JENNINGs,


