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coy
fage. Thomas Stevenson espoused the daughter

?vfh;lse resbyterian clergyman, a charming lady
Semb]e:()}? 1s worthy of her simply because he re-
Natura] o er. As he was an only child, it was but
up for tlmt hxsvfat'her should desire to trainhim

eTitane 1€ profession which was the family’s in-

ut at ae’ and seemed to be its mission as well.

isap o'n early age the boy gave “promise of a
old tP \Dtment.”  When but three and a half years
im | Cnstinct for composition began to stir within
little Sol;lllg_falher was absent from home, and his
amon, hlctatqd a long letter to him, setting forth
& andgho-t er thl.ngs that he had scen a bird’s nest,
in it forotil‘; Dice 1t was for there 10 be pretty eggies
offereq ¢ wee birdies to eat!” At six his uncle
or higtol)rl.‘lzes among the youngsters of his family
full 0~ 1€s of Moses. quert, Bxb]e~tapght, was

in o r.oses and very anxious to contribute and
to Writl; ;ZE, but how could he when he was unable
ing ag % His mother came to his rescue by act-
leameg 'tnanl_xensm. Soon afterward, when he had
and 5 veo wield a pen, ‘e wrote a history of Joseph,
bo Iy creditable history it was for so small a
Pengi] h(i)th compositions were illustrated by his
ments.m S ancient Hebrew subjects disporting gar-
Men, uch resembling those of modern Scotch-
While Yete was delicate from birth, often ill, and

: Very young manifested consumptive ten-
pulmon;:vhé?h later assumed the fibroid form of
ecessar ¥ disease. When a boy it often became

Cotlandy to seek milder skies than those of rugged
Ellrope » and so long visits were paid to Southern
sible mi upon scenes then stamped on- his impres-

- Mind he has drawn in writing many of his

" thAt twelve he went through the Brenner
Scribeq ine ‘:I yrol ; we have the impression tran-
€€ fong of Will o’ the Mill.” He has always
Came Serio long tramps, and before his health be-
Mileg ;, aOusly Impaired was able to cover five
Over 5 miln hour. He several times tried to get
it O . € In ten minutes, but cou!d never manage
Scenery 2? of his tramps so fascinating was the
Ng detor ore him that he made an inconsiderately
er whi th To regain home.requlredran'exe.rtlon
erience he came near sinking. This bit of
ing Was i his mind when he came to de-
2 fugigive ,a"‘l‘d Balfour’s utterly fagged out state as
boyp, st N Kidnapped.” Ill-health has placed
the Who]O 4 natural activity which would delight in
Straing hfmmund.of out-door sports. Caution re-
With just to quiet, unextended walks ; to sailing,
o little rowing now and then on calm
Wi.th Oastince I Switzerland, he was so de}ighted
ring on th“gﬁas to over-exert himself at it, and
. Wit € first of his hemorrhages.

CCas;
len seloﬁed»_ Master Stevenson received an excel-
Practice fanon-) At school it was his invariable
bo)'s, alu? Start a manuscript magazine among the
His ays contributing a story to it himself.
Upop _mplllSlor} ta write grew stronger and stronger
Nor eagi)y ult h‘l‘S talent came to the birth neithersoon

“All th 1 ““Memories and Portraits” he says:—
knoyy, an dm“gh my boyhood and youth I was
ang yet | Pointed out for the pattern of an idler ;
Wh; Wa Was always busy on my own private end,
b(mks in rsnto learn to write. I kept always two
Asty, lkeg Pocket, one to read, one to write in.
With appr My mind was busy fitting what I saw
Side, ‘I‘,Ool)r‘at_e words ; when I sat by the- road-
Version_boz d either rea‘d, ora pcncil and a penny
S featureg Would be in-my hand, to note down

altip, of the scene or commemorate some

exp

sta . h ;
What 7 ursllas.,‘ Thus I lived with words. And
Writt, con “f}”éte was for no ulterior use, it was
Iy Sciously for practice. It was not so

c
Wisheq t at 1 ‘;?Shed to be an author (though I
) as ’lfﬁat I had vowed that I would
‘ at was a proficiency that
e - . . .
a > and I :
tigy wto Whitts b practised to acquire it, as men

t .
any One € principal field of my exercise ; for to

¥orgh Ith senses there is always something

escribin:

Wy msi;ﬁg:;g’ an_d town and country‘are but

drys also, oft subject Bu‘t I worked in ot}}ef

ang 2 ic dialo tn accompanied my  walks with

Sac.l Olten eye gues, m which I played many parts ;

tiong from Ig;'gfd myself in writing down conver-
ory.

Such unavoidable interruption as illness”

€4.1n a wager with myself. Descrip-

. her son, Mr. S. Lloyd Osbourne.

When sixteen he wrote an account of the Pent-
land Rising, which so pleased his father that he
had it printed for private circulation. His father
—good man—was so convinced that dioptric lights
and mathematical investigations into the propaga-
tion of waves were among the chief ends of man,
perhaps the chiefest of a Stevenson, that the evi-
dences of his son’s ambition were quietly blinked.
On went the work of preparing the youth for the
profession passionately beloved of his father.
Harbours and light-houses in construction were
visited, and Robert was given tasks in a carpen-
ter's shop and a brass foundry. Tncidentally he
was brought to ship-yards for such knowledge as
circulates in their tarry air. Tt soon became clear
that his heart was in none of these things. One
evening his father and he had it out, and he
acknowledged that he cared for nothing but litera-
ture. “‘T'hat’s no profession,” said his father,
“ but you may be called to the bar if you choose.”
So, at the age of twenty-one, he began to study law,
not however to the abandonment of his pen. His
pen was soon to prove full inheritance of his
father’s constructive genius, but the gift was to be
applied elsewhere than on brawling reefs and sea-
coasts. In 1873, when in London, Mr. Sidney
Colvin saw some of his work and at once re-
cognized its power and promise. He introduced
the young author to the editor of the ¢ Portfolio,”
in which his paper “ Roads” soon appeared. A
second article, written that same winter at Men-
tone, *“ Ordered South,” came out in Macmillan,
and is reprinted in “ Virginibus Puerisque.” It

alone among all his writings gives a picture of the

life he has led for years as an invalid, journeying
from one health resort to another. “ Ordered
South” cost its author three months labour. He
felt that he had it in him to write, but to prove it
demanded inflexible persistence. His rich mine of
expression was gold to be sure, but when did ever
mine yield its treasure, smelted, refined and
minted ?

A legal career abandoned for letters, Mr.
Stevenson began work with an earnest industry
only limited by his precarious health. Whilst stay-
ing at the Burford Bridge inn, where he went to be
near his friend, George Meredith, he made a study
of the rascal-hero, Villon, reprinted in “ Men and
Beoks.”  His subject inspired him to write con-
currently one of his strongest short stories, “ A
I.odging for the Night.” Here he began the first
“ New Arabian Nights,” continuing them through
five months of travel which included sojourns in
London, Edinburgh, Paris, Barbizon and Le
Monastier. This last place came in during his
tour in the Cevennes, described in his “ Travels
with a Donkey,” an exquisite httle book, entertain-
ing, sprightly and philosophic. He gives us his
motive for the tour quite candidly :—

“ Why any one should desire to visit either Luc
or Cheylard is more than my much-inventing spirit
can suppose. For my part I travel not to go any-
where, but to go, I travel for travel's sake. The
great affair is to move ; to feel the needs and
hitches of our life more nearly ; to come down off
this feather-bed of civilization and find the globe
granite underfoot and strewn with cutting flints.”

His travels in the Cevennes concluded, his little
donkey Modestine sold and paid for, our author
found himself greatly invigorated for his work.
That autumn and the following winter he wrote
« Providence and the Guitar,” and the * Inland

Voyage.”

his first visit to America in 1880. Whilst in Cah-
fornia an event occurred which, let us hope, may
yet induce him to take up his permanent abode
within the wide latitudes of America.. This event
was his marriage to Mrs. Osbourne, zée Van De
Grift. This gifted iady was born in Indianapolis

during Mr. Beecher’s pastorate there, and was bap- -

tized by him. Her literary talent has enabled her
to give her husband invaluable aid as collaborator.
an office within recent months also bestowed upon

N To be continuedy” o

Some people never pay anything‘ but visits to their re-
latives,

" their studies in the winter and

“ The Pavilion on the Lin‘ks”. was next
commenced in London, to be finished during-

MR. HARRY LEE, of the Hamilton Yacht Club, has pur-
chased the cutter Vera, of Port Dover. She’ is a fne
cruising yacht of 30 feet I. w. 1., and was built for M. Ball,
ox\se‘}:’o;tuﬁ(.ner, in 1884, from a design by A. Cary Smith, of

PETERSON TO Row HANLAN, —Arrangemens are being
made for a single scull race between Henry Peterson c%l
Salt Lake City, the Pacific Coast champion, and ,Fd
Hanlan, who is now in San Francisco. PeterS(’m’s friet;d;
h:}ve already put up $2,500, and the chances are the racé
will come off at Garfield Beach about Aug. 1.

BASEBALL is getting to be all the rage in Cuba. At the
last game in Havani the attendance was 9,000. The
Spaqnards never used to patronise any other sport than bull
ﬁghtlpg, b.u‘t now they take far more interest in baseball,
Legdmg cmlzeni_ assert }hat baseball will kill bull fighting,
and a couple of years from now the lat i
be heard of againyin the island. rer sport will never

DoNovVAN, the winner of the Derby, has been a wonder-.
fully good servant to his master, for as a two-year-old he
won IT races out of 13, worth over £16,0c0, while this
season his victory in the Prince of Wales’ Stakes at
Leicester was worts: £11,000, and in the Newmarket Stakes
46,0c0. To'this must be added the £4,000 won at the
Derby, ar}d his future engagements comprise many valuable
races, which, given good health, he cannot well lose,

WINNH'EG GUN CLUB.—The Winnipeg Gun Club is the
senior club of the province, and was organized in March
1884, with W, R, Hamilton, who has since removed t(;
Montreal, as president. The original members and founders
of the club were C. W. Armstrong, Frank .. Patton, W
R. Hamilton, A. Holloway, M. Putnam, F. H. Morrice
and B. E. Chafey. The club has splendid practice grounds
on Furby street in that city, and is in a fairly prosperous
condition. Its membership list includes the following well-
known sportsmen :—A. Holloway, C. W, Armstrong S. P
Clark, F. H. Morrice, James Joss, P. A. Macdona’I&‘T“
G. Poyntz, R. Girdlestone, H. M. Williams, B, L. (hafiey.
R. A. Ruttan, F. L. Patton, H. J. Eberts, G;. W. Alloy’
T. Howard Wright, H. M- Howell, A Clarke, G, . Gt
G. Andrew, H. Galt, W. F. Henderson, G. T. Tempest. A"
E. Richard.s, C. W. Graham, John Galt, C. A, Boxe; j
McL. Holliday, D. Smith, J. R, Waghorn, F, Drummo,nd'
Major Bell, M. B. Currie, W, A, Thompson and ;. D, \Vood’

WHAT BALL TosseRs Do.—The professio

ball player never stood as high as itpdoes torf(gy.the'l}“)}?:fé
never was a time when the morals of a young man were
mvesugated upon his seeking an engagemont as to-day

The drinkers are being surely and quickly weeded from (tlze
ranks, thanks to the severe penalties that are being called
for under the rules. The business has attracted a larg

number of college bred men, and it ofiers them con eniL:ﬁ
occupation with large salaries. Many ball players pgursuc

. play ball in the summer

earning enough to defray all the expenses of their e(lum’
tion. Saunders, of the Philadelphia Club, took a course n
civil engineering last winter ; Gunning, of the Ath]e‘tiC'l

was in attendance at the medical school of the Uni\'ersitb y
of Pennsylvanla ; Bingham, of Harvard, is to gradnaty
from Harvard this year; Knowlton, of the Eastern (,'lube
is a member of the Harvard medical school ; Garfield, of
the Pittsburg Club,” is studying at Oberlin, Universi,t o'
Mead and Cahill, of the New Haven team, are graduaiv ;
of Holy Cross College in Worcester ; Tyng is a‘HarvafT
graduate, Wagenhurst comes from Princeton, and ma \
other instances could be mentioned. Nor must, the casesno};'
Messrs. John M. Ward and James H. O’Rourke, of th,

New York Club, be forgotten.” The former took th; cour .
of Political Science in Columbia College, and, with t;e
latter, attended the lectures in the Yale law sch,oo] wh .
they received their degrees of LL.B., and were aft’erw:rrcl
admm_ed to practice before the bar of Connecticut M;
Ward is undoubtedly the most intelligent ball player. in the
profession.” He is a most prolific writer for the ma va7inee
and the press, and he has written a book on baseballgwlhi }?
is decidedly the best and most comprehensive of th k'cl
everissued.—Roston Herald, ¢ Kine
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SONNET. -

‘“Oh! set me up upon the Rock that is higher than 1.”

-Higher than 1! © infinite Friend of man ! P,
- Higher than saint or seer can reach, else dark,

That silent sea on which we-all embark ’

Rolls round the shore of Life’s uncertain span

From sin’s mysterious abyss, no plan pan.

l%ut Thine redeems.  Christ, the sole star-like hope

’1_hough searching eyes the wide horizon scan pe

Piercing the gloom, where, that ray lost, we I To

]*rom'desert realms by unbelief attained’ grope

Or heights by struggling human virtue gzlined ;
-~ Helpus-to climb—-though never to.Thy sco ¢

Ign earth or heaven the creature be sustai;ne(lp

Yet, echoing David’s need, lift me, [ cry '

To that strong Rock that higher is than'I,

June, 1884. A. C. JENNINGS,



