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Ç0..OPERATION lsa & word of fre
quent occurrence in the story of

Sslatchiewati's progress. Britishi
Columbia mnay have its phenomenal
rallway guarantees, Alberta its sin-
g le tax, and Manitoba its '.Million
for Manitoba" movemient, but the
Province of the middle West banks
largely on the success of its co-oper..
ative enterprises. Thecy are for the
most part peculiar to itscif, children
of its own begetting, in which the
people take a net unnatural pride.
Evolved as solutions of difficulties
inte which the rapidly expandlng
Province found itself plunged, they
have seemingly justilied the fond
hepes entertained by their enigin-
ator8 and have establishied theni-
selves as assured remedies.

Up te the present time this e-
operative cure-ail has been applied
te four principal public services-
telephones, elevators, creameries,
and hall insurance. It has hiad its
greatest utility in the case of the
first twvo, the success of the telephione
and elevator policies of the Province
being moet marked. That it wiil be
applied as a sort of legisiative sooth-
ing syrup to allay the growing pains
of the young giant of the prairies,
whenever need arises in the future,
may be taken for granted, for ex-.
perience lias apparently justified al
the glowing testimonials which. have
been ivritten regarding its elfficaey.

Co-operation as practised in Sas-
katchewan is a species of compromise
p<olicyr. It stands between state own-

crship on the one hand and a ri t of
individualistic enterprise onI the(
other. It gives state couintenjancee
and support te undertakinga of a
sein.-piublie <diaracter eperated by
individuals. It is a mid and reason-
able formn of paternaliin, putting it
up1 te the people to mariage their
own affairs with the lest possible
interference from the Governiment.

Saskatchewan gave the policy its
first serious try-out in the case of
telephones. 0f course there la state-
ownership of this great publie uitil.
ity in Saskatchewan as there is in
Manitoba and Alberta, but in the
case of Saskatchewan it la only par.
tial. The truink lines and the urban
exehanges are owned by the people,
as these could obviousl 'y be operated
succesafuly, but net se the rural
lines. There was seme wisdomn
shown by thie Gyovernment lu net
attexnpting te supply rural districts
with telephonie communication when
the expense of construction, main-
tenance and operatien would have
hung a dead wreight about the neck
of the entire provincial system.

"We are quite prepared te man-
age the main limes and urban sys-
teins," anneuneed the Governinent,
"but we are neot goinig to involve
the Province lu a hazardeus enter-
prise by stringing lines eut acres.
the prairies te every homeatead that
elamours te be connected up with
tewn. If the farmers want tele-
phones, they wiil have te go intO
the telephoine business themselves.


