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which is constrained by arbitrary force. * The fellowship of the
Holy Ghost” might therefore appear dangerous “ to the peace of
God which passeth a't understanding,”’ and prevent it from ¢ keep-
ing the heart and wrind in the knosledze and love of God, and of his
Son Jesus Christ our Lord,” if he were only a creature and our fel-
low-servant. But the ¢ Catholic Docirine of the Trinity’ provides
an insuperable barricr agninst any '(hinsg of the kind, and renders it
both naturally and murul‘.y'nnpnsmblc for ei"hernersen of the Trinity
to do any thing at variance with the perfect will of Ged.
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PHE CHRISTIAN'S LIBRARY, VOL, 1.

LESLIE ON DEISW,
* WEST ON THE RESURRECTION §

With general and special prefaces, biozrayhical Memoirs, and Notes.
—New York Protestant Episcopal Presse 1830,

In this age of Libraries, ¢ Family’ and ¢ Cabinet,” ¢ Useful’’
and * Enterlaining,’”” we rejoice that there is to be one for the
CuristiaN. The general plan of these periodical series of standard
worksis excellent. Issued at regalar periods, in & neat style, in ac-
curate edilions, with alt needfull explm@lioll% and at a reasonable
price, they allow the man (3f small savings to accumulate, gradu-
ally, and in proportion to his means, a valuable library; and if he
be a man of limited opportunities of reading, they affurd in the in-
terva's of publication time to accnmphsh,. without losing his inter-
est by unreasonable delay, the purpose which their inviting appear-
ance tempts him to uidertake. Wishing well for the most part
to the enterprises underiaken in this way for the dissemination of
pseful science and of e'egant literalure, we confess a peculiar inter-
est in the adaptation of a plan so useful to that best knowledge which
maketh wise unto salvation. We are elad to see the children of
light wise in their gencration. We are glad that a project of so much
promise of success aid certainly so well deserving it, is of American
origin. We are glad—shall we not confess it? that it has started
from the bosom of our own Church. Let it not be inferred that
the ¢ Christian’s Library” is to he exclusively, or even chiefly, for
Episeopalians. 1t isdesigned for all who would know, understand
feel, and follow ¢ the truth as in Jesus.”” While it shall be mighty to
convince the gainsayer, it will enable all to give areason of the
hope that is in them. Of this gencral scope and intention of the
plan the opening volume is an evidence. I_t contains Leslie’s cele-
brated * chortand Fasy method with a Deist,” and the admirable
¢ Qhservations on the history and evidences of the Resurrection of
Jesus Christ.”  The first named has from its publication heen recard-
as a standard work, a weapon of celestial temper, mighty to the
beeaking down of strong holds.  Strange to say, it was written for
the satisfaction of a Jady ! who had been staggered by the arguments
of Deisin, even to distraction. ¢ The world,” says'a mostbcompe-
tent author, * affords nothing so effectnal on the Christian eviden-
cess the argument is so short and c'ear thal the meanest capacily
may understand it 5 and so forcible that no man has yet heen found
able to refute it.”" Thegist of the argument is this, Christianity
is made up of facts and doctrines, each depending on the other in
such mauner that if the facts (miracles of Christ, far instance, his
resurrection, his ascension, &c ) ke true, the truth of the doctrines
follows of necessily. There are four marks which all meeting in
any alledged fact proveit incontestably true—1. If it be such that
men's senses can judge -of it—2. 1f it be openly performed hefore
witnesses—3. 1fthere he monuments preserved in memory of it—4.
if these monuments luke date from the alledged date of the fact. It
is the planof the book toshow that these four marks meet in the
facts of the Chirstian religion, and no other. An ingenious in-
fidel, the learned Conyers M ddleton. sought for twenly years a
case that would contrayene this argnment, and sought in vain.
¢ Leslie,” says Dr. Johnston, ¢ was a reasoner indeed, and a reason-
er not to be reasoned against.” And Mr. Velplank, than whom
there is no better aulhority,says «in fact, almost all the reason-
ing-that is to be found among the numecrous authors who have
written on the historical evidences of Christianity, may be disposed
of under the four heads of Leslie’s Method.”

It is the objects of Mr. West’s treatise, admitting the truth of
the Resurrection of Jesus to be the turning point of Christianity, to
examine the subject by the strictest rules ofpevidencc. and prove it
undeniable and inconlestable. How nearly he has seltled this great

question may be inferred in the fact that infidelity has attempted no
answer.

Such are the principle contenls of the first volume of the
¢ Christian’s Library.”” They derive no inconsiderable additional
value from the prefaces and noles of the able and accomplishe
editor. In ike former he has briefiy but graphically sketciied the
circumstances of the periods at which the -books were written—
thus showing their admirable fitness to the time and season, and at
the same time throwing much light upon the arguments themselves
The notes are short, plain and pertinent; clucidating ohscurities

explaining difficulties, supplying latent steps of the argument, aud

in short, wreatly assisting Lhe reader without overlavirg or over-
loading the author. Short, but sufficient, biographical notices, ¢

writers of the treatises leave nothing to be desired to their com* .

plete understanding, and we trust with God’s help, praclical an

profitable influence——1lt remainsto be seen whether an enterprise so

well planned, and so well bezun, shall hy the public patronage, bé

carried on to its complete fulfilment, in the edification of mem

and the glory of God. 1 cannot doubt that it will. The circunt- :

stances of the times call for the circulation of such books as these: -

All good men feel their importance. They will therefore lay to theif
hand. The ¢ Press” has come nobly forward. The Christia®
community will respond. They will come out as in old time, to the
help of the Lord against the mighty. They -will contend earnestlys
as one man, for the faith once dclivered to the sainis. . -
(Episcopal A atchman.) OLDSCHOOL.
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THE PRINCIPLE OF FALSEHOOD. *
H

The principle of falsehood meets the eye in every form of insince
rity 3 in the wish to oblain credit for motives and feelings which are
nol really experiexced ! in the disingenvous permission of erroncou$
good construction placed upon any part of our conduct, which we
are conscious of not deserving 5 in the skilful evasion of inquiry
which would lead to the detection of that which we are anxious t¢
conceal ; in the employment of a double meaning which admils ¢
our receiving unmerited applause, or of escaping under the sheltef
of its veil of obscurity, frc_)m that which we would hesitate to ac’
knowledge ; it assails us in every allempt to deceive others into 8
better opinion of ourselves than we deserve, or to decoy them int®
a line of conduct which leads elsewhere than to the gnuil which weé
have speciously assigned : it forms an essential ingredient in every
species of temptation which points the broadest road ; in every
effort of intrigue s in every design of accomplishing by an under
plot, that which we fear might be impracticable hy open and legiti* !
mate means : in every effort of dissimulation, by which we endea”
vour to conceal our real judgmeat and opinion, and indirectly t0 |
lead others to suppose that the beariag of our mind is very difc
ferent from that which it really is; or that we are quite undecide
when our resolution hasbeen firmly taken ;s and upon all occasions in
which we dcliberately prefer a doubiful motive to that which if
candid, upright and undeniable ;5 we inhale its tainted breath in e
ery accent of flattery. and -7e greedily devour the facticious incens?
which arises from this insinuatingand sublimated but mostdeadly po¥’
son; it meels us in every breach of promise, though it may never ha¥
heen expressed, but only implied, asan honorable engagement : i
every form of hypocrisy by which we profess wore than we real
feel ; in every want of coincidence hetween the expressions of th?
lips, and the actions of the man, and the feelings of the heart; i
every instance of the absense of integrity, and of simple. honest
undeviating principle; and lastly, in every form of designed exaggf"
ration; we say of designed exaggerdtion, for the human mi®
is so astonishingly prone to enlarge and embellish circumstan !
and feelings in which it has fizured and has been interested, and y¢
so frequently without any intention to deceive, or ‘even to devis
in any degree from strict truth, that we should hesitate to denoun y
all exaggeration asexhibiting a positive want of veracity —Ng#¥
HAM. .
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There are numbers in the world who do not want sense to mak?
a figure, so much as an opinion of their own abilities, to put _lh?"‘,
upon recording their observations, and allowing them the same i
portance which they do to these which others print.—Shenstone-

As threshing separates the corn from the chaff, so does afictio®
purify virtue.— Burfon.



