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THE WEEK.

TuE custom which has grown up of late years
in England of establishing so-called mock par-
liaments (the more pretentious etlspring of the
old debating societics) is not it seems without its
drawbacks, not the least of which is the amount of
labor which these institutions throw away upon
obliging members of the House of Cummens.
The Chancellor of the Exchequer, in one of these
Parliamentary debating societies, was recently
very searchingly questioned as to the number

_of exchequer bills and treasury notes which he

had issued.  He parried his persecator by the
prowise of inquiry in the true House of Com-
moens manner.  He then wrote to the member
for his borough—** Dear Sir, I am chancellor of
the exchequer in the——Parliamentary Debat-
ing Society, and amn anxious to make a state-
ment regarding the floating debt.. But | never
saw an exchequer bill or a treasury note; and
do 1ot know at all what theyare. Csn you
describe them to me, or say what is done with
them? Can you get me a copy of a used-up
bill ! Please also explain when the debt is
funded ! Does a sorples mean money on hand
that nobody knows what to do- witht If s0,
what becomes of it? &e, The member ad-
dressed has to teach the Jacal Chancellor of the
Fxchequer all about finance, and may next
week have to explain that the woney of the na-
tional debt is not kept in cotfers at Mr, Glad-
stone's official residence.  Probably a remedy
far sume of these evils would be an extension of
the t/iturs so as to include letter-writing,
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TUELE is to be a competition: of amatenr
dramatic clubs at the Alexandra Palace pear
London. " The mind that conceived this must
have # colossal idea of human endurance. How
38 the contest to be conducted? - Are the clubs
to play in heats?  Will the unfortunate umpire
‘be obliged to witness ever 5o many perform.
snces of a particular play hefore he can adjudi.
este 7 And will the prize be given to the most
.~ successful prompter? Anyway a course of these
performances ought to cabse a phenomenal
growth of humility in the amateur actor's mind,
though the suil is wot very favorahle to the

_ plant.
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‘A NEW use has heen (fiscovere:.l for the electric
~ light in the stimulus which it has afforded in
‘London 'to_an otherwise dull” stock market,
'Sl‘t‘énlatoyrn must live, and the oue way left for
them to v]‘ive' in dull times is to concentrate the

seattered clements of speculation in one partis
cular point. - They have done this with electric
light cempany shares. ‘A ¢ mania,” as some eall
it, has been klaveloped in these with all the
more success that the market, as & whole, was
idle. Jobbers in the American market, in the
foreign market, of all markets, have been
attracted to that corner of the tloor where these
shares are dealt in, and have developed there a
pandemouium in an astouishingly brief space of
time. Money is won and lost, not in hundreds,
bt in tens of thousands. One dealer alone we
have beard of whose losses are said to reach
$1,000,000. He *“went a bear” of ** Brush”
shares, they say, when they were at eight, and
has pegyged away on the bear track ever since.
The most eager players are the premium-hunters
—mostly impecunious people-—briefless barris-
ters of the Temple, loungers in the clubs, the
quidnuncs of society, the hangers-on about the
doors of the Stock Exchange, These people
care nothing about electric lighting, know
nothing about the quality of patents, or the
sources of a given cimpany's profits. They
have seen shares quoted at from two to eight
per cent. preminm before they were issued, or
within a few weeks after issue, and that was
enough for them. Grant them but allotments,
and they will be rich at a stroke.
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Tur following unigue, not to say “ cheeky”
letter was recently addressed by s German
phrenologist, who styles himself a professor of
wental science, resident in England, te Prinee
von Bismarck, in reply 1o a notice to pressnt
himself at a certain locality in Prussia for mili-
tary service under the comseription :—*My
(lex;r Bismarck—1 feel highly tlattered at your
kind invitation, addressed to me at my native
town, to join the German army, but | am
afraid | shall not be able to accept it, for 1 am
now in Fugland, engaged in a more useful work
—as | consider it—of expounding mental science
and teaching people how to make best nse of
their faculties. For the same reasonl scarcely
feel myself at liberty to accept even the hospi-
tality of six months’ board and lodging at the
expense of the State, which you counsiderately
offer as an alternatise. 1 much prefer basking
in the sunshine of English liberty to being forced
despotically into military service in my own coun-
try. | have altogether given up fighting since
i left achool. 1. do not know that I have any-
thing particalar to fight about now, aud bardly
care to engage in fighting at any one else’s bid-
ding. If you bave had a quarrel with anybedy,
1 would advise you to settle it amicably if pos.
sible, or else fight it out yourself. If, after you
have ‘set up' the army, you can make it con.
venient to run over here at any time to one of
my phreuological lectures, 1 shall be happy to
point out the superiority of life in England an:d
explaiu the nature and utility of the—as | say—
more useful work | am engaged in; and 1 will
examine your head, either publicly or privately,
free of charge.—With kind regards to the
Governor, 1 remain yours faithfully, Guaraves
Couex."
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THe immediate result of the admission of
women to the Tripos exawiunation at Cambridge
is hardly so striking as was hoped. The firat
list under the new regulations has been publish.
ed, whereby it appesars that only two women are
thought worthy of a place, their positions being
respectively 32nd and 33th in the list, and
neither of them succeeded in reaching the first
class, or wranglers, ¢! which there are this
vear twenty-nine. Thus those busybodies who
predicted that the admission of the fair aex to
the examination hall would completely revolu-
tionize the Tripos list, that in fact the women
wonld be first, and the rest nowhere, may, in
the expressive language of our neighbors on the
other side, take a back seat. Not for an instant
do we wish to reflest upon the creditable work
of these ladies. It is something, and & great
something, that their claims to reergnition hes
been  at least recognized, and that they have
been enabled at least to take the position to
which their talents and education have entitled:
them, without fear or favor,

Lt . ’C’ B

A CURIOUA opinion is very prevalent amongat
the lawer classes in Dublin abont the Pheenix.
park munders's and i is worth  noting, perhaps,

by those who look upon the whole affairas in-
explicable.  When Lord Hartingiou was: Chiel
Secretary to the Lord:Lieuteuant of Ircland, in
1871, it may be remembered that the Prince. of
Whales visited Dublin, and that there was a very
serious disturbance ‘in the Phonix-park. The
police made a furious and, as some say, n Very
unprovoked assault upon the mob, near the
Wellingtou Memorial, and a vast number of
people were badly beaten, incluling, we think,
Mr. T, D. Sullivan, M.P. Lord Hartington was
present, and sow the whole affuir, which croated
a tremendous sensation, and resulted in the
celebrated case of ¢ O'Beirne r. Hartington,”
Now, the assassination of Lord Frederick Caven.
dish is put down by the Dublin lower vrders as
an act of private revenge upou the Cavendish
family, Mr. Burke's fate is helieved to have
been oniy incidental. The gradge engendered
by the police batous, and Lord Hartington's
presence counsenting to the eccurrence, was to
be at last wiped out ; and directly it was heard
that Lord Frederick was coming over as Chiel
Secretary, the private vendetta was resuwed,
and the account finally closed.  All this may be
mere idle talk: but it makes the attuir more
nearly resrmble the Felton-Buckingham busi.
ness,

Tur defeat of the Gladstune Government
upon Mr. Trevelyan's amendment to the Coer.
cion Bill is not reganded by any one as likely to
result in the resignation of the Premier. In-
deed it seems almost impossible that such resig-
nation, even if tendered, would be sccepted.

We may well believe that no one at ihe present

Juncture wonld be 2t all ambitious of forming a

uew (abinet to sssume the labilities and cairy
out the policy of the Liberals. But the fact is
significant as showing how entirely the present
policy of the Government has failed to unite the
various component parts which went onginally
‘to make up Mr. Gladstoue’s msjarity. The re.
construction of the party at an early date has
becomse an alsolute necessity, or the (onserva-
tives may find in the ranks of the disaffected
Whigs, just that incroment of position and in.
tellect which alone they lack to take advantsge
of the situation.

A PAILING IN ENGLISH SOQIET Y.

Amongst the many aceusations which
it is customary to heap upon the manners
of English society, there are, no doubt,
several which are fatally true, und the
consideration of which may provea lesson
to those amongst us, our young men in
particular, whe think in such matters
imitation to be the sincerest tlattery.

The gravest indictment which ¢an be
sustained agaipst society in London is the
necessity it imposes upon those who are
fitted by their social position to enter the
charmed circles, but whose purses are un-
fortunately unequal to their demanda,—
of living beyond their means.

Attention has before been called to the
unfortunate way in which tha position of
some of the younger membhers of our Civil
Service induces a similar expenditure, but
a recent occurrence in Fnglish  society
gives the opportunity of studying the evil
in its extreme form.

The occurrence alluded to is the sudden
disappearance from London cireles of two
of society’s families, whose his ory has
been, alas, that of many simitarly placed, |
and whose sins are to be chuged, not sl
together to their own acconnt, so much as
to that of the system under which they ;
weore raised.  They were hoth younger
sous, and were both destined hy their
charm of manner, and, in the case of one, !
by personal brauty, to breome great fuvor- !
ites from the very beginnitg among their:
fellow men and women. One went to!
Harrow, aud one, the hand<ome one, toi
Eton.  They both became great favorites |
a8} once, and as neither of them had thiv|
very least care for the morrow, or any |
ambition to shine asstudents, the various |
opportupities of spendiug . money which%
the fashionable public scheols afford, were |
eagerly seized by boys trained amidst the
luxurious surroundings of a fashionable
howne. ' S .

Thay hoth left schonl in debt, the
“ very protty Loy” owing about 82,000 jn !

< The Marrovian went
to read with a very colebrated Army tyior
who, rightly or wrongly, has the reputation
of not allowing his pupils to find jife jg
his house devoid of ploasure; tho Elonjay
repairing Lo Oxford, at which last-named
town the waiter of ““ The Mitre” saw morq
of him than the examiners. Moro delt
more usurers ; a genoral confession apd
explanation at howe, and a terrible roy
were in both cases the result.

Loudon life. now began, and London
lifo with hosta of friends and no monoy.
(et luck at cards, and the most stauncl,
aud self-saerificing friendship on the part
of two of the most charming women iy
gociety kept our two horoes (1) going for
a tige, but it becamo apparent to both the
vear before last, that this state of things
could not go on for ever, and they hoh
determined to take the shortest cut out of
impecuniosity by jumping the Whisgen.
dine of matrimony. The great thing was
1o tind the heitess, and 1o find her will-
ing; and all their family, male and female,
aided them in their quest by their advice,
countenance, and diplomatic skill.  Opee
ortwice in both csses the thing seemed
nearly done; the pretty boy especinliy...
now alas no longer 5o pretty as in days
gone by—-was very near landing oue of
the laig st fish which ever swamn in trans.
atlaniic waters, but neither eventuallv
succoeded, and, to make wmatters worse,
huck at canls and betting hegan to desert
thew,

The end, the ivevitable end, cane the
other day, snd these * two more unforiun
ates weary of duns” have disappearnd,
whether to Paris or New York being still
a matter ¢f copjecture. ‘

As we sid in the beginning, the lives
of these men are typical of the lives ot
many others in - London society ; men of
birth, but penniless, who are seduced by
men of fortune to lead extrmvagani idle
lives, and who are 80 petted by society
that they forget that the fact of their be.
longing to fashionable clubs is not, neces.
sarily, considered as a profession, aa pro-
‘itable from & pecuniary point of view as
some others, and that the caresses of pretiy
and titled wom 'n may not be solely relied
upon as a weans of Jivelihoved.

They wers penniless and were educato]
in the midst of sxtravaganee; thay were
clever and good natured, so men liked
them ; they were handsome and daring,
women loved them. They lived on
this liking and this loving for a while, and
then at length, suddenly and mysteriously,
as i3 ever the case, met with the fate of
all favorites ! bhetmayed by some jealous
enemy, forsaken by their friends of yestor:
day, they feli, or in other wurds, fled to
hide their shame in the fastpessea of
Bignon's or Delmonicu's.

The moral is easy of application sven
amongst ourselves.  Our young men have
not, it is true, such pecoliarly advan.
tageous opportunilies of woing to the dogs
as are onjoyed by the younger sons of the
English aristoerncy.  Still hers, too, may
be seen the bad effects of an endeavor to
maintrina fales position in a society which
has claims upon the pockets of its votariex
which many among them cannot honestly
meet.  In so fur a8 any society induces in
its members u practice of living beyond
their means, to that extent at least it ia
redically bad.

Windsor and Xton.
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OUE ILLUSTRATIONS.

Tue illustration of Deep River an the Upper
tiwa is token from a photograph by Mr.
Alexander Henderson,the Jandscape photograph-
erof Montienl. 11 i o wcene characteristic of
the haraties of our back country rivem, where
jieturenqueness and good aport vie in their
sitractiveness 10 the visitor and the mosquito
in the ouly drawhack to absolute bliss.

Tir Fasel in the Fields. by Mr. F. 8. Churchs
5 a puntars] satire in the best style of - thit
promisitg viung artiat, who has taken a frout
rank in° what may be considered a purely native
school of art,  The cdrrectness of the picture
will be casily recognized byall who have had
similar comparisions snd. distractions on_ a
sketching tour. . Who that ever planted his
easel .in” eountry Jane or grasay ﬁc‘ld,' but ha- -
run the gauntlet of mystic comment, nnd farm-
yand eriticimm, in which often, as in the present
cage,. the attraction ia not entirely confined to




