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is, is't he -and the only atonement 1 eau
make is ta abstalu frorn torrnenting you iu the
present or the future."

This assurance bas by no means a cheering
effeet on Miseq Vauhu-being, indeed, exactly
opposed ta what she desires ta hear.

" Torment me 1" she repeats9. I"You could
flot do that if you tried 1 Do yeu think 1 have
forgotten-anything ? Ah !" (a sigh), 'lwomen
do't forget easily. It would be better for themi
if they did."

114Would it r' ays Tarleton. " That's odd!1
1 thouglit they haed a rernarkable faciiity lu that
wsy ; and 1 certainly neyer fsncied that you
were tronbied with recoilections of the victime
you have crusbed in your triurnphal progrea."

She makes a aliglit impatieut movement.
"You only taik ln this way .ta vex me," ahe

saya. I cannot believe that yoùr mernory is
no short that you do not know better! I arn-sure
yon have flot forgotten-aii that you might re-
member."

IlNo," lie ssys, I remember a good deal-
more, perhaps. than yau do. But le it worth
wbule ta go bck to these aid scores?7 If Iunu-
wittingly began the subjeet, prsy accept my
apologies. I amn not ofteu guilty of reviv'lng
matters which are , or ought ta be, buried iu the
tomh of the Capuets.-

IlFrank 1", she cries, with a thriil in her voice
which almost starties him, 1"«iow eau yon be 80
cruel ? You know-you muet know-that I
could flot have acted differently !"

" 1 arn wiig ta believe it," hie answers.
"Don't think that there le any need ta defend

youreelf at this late day. I have iearned ta
apprcate mnyfoly as it deserves."

"Yonr fol y! Have you iearned ta, consider
it only that ?" she asks ln a low tone.

"Ves,' h-e replies, meeting ber glance with a
cool steadinesa which she underetands ; I"thanka
ta the leseon yon were kind enough ta teach me,
I have learxxed ta consider it ouly that."

There is fia hunt the next rnarning. Kate la
waked at dayiiglit by the sonud of falliug rain,
and she turne over and resigus liertseif ta slum-
ber again, knowing that there will be fia wind-
ing of borns, no bsying of loinda, ne gathering
of unutarnen, in such weather. Indeed, the
outlaok la dreary enougli wheu the breakfast-
bell souudF, and the inrnatee of the hanse begin
to straggle dow. stairs ln detaclimente. Whither
lies ail the bright beauty af the earth vanisbed ?t
lns4tesd of glowing tinte and tender haze, there
la shronding mimt and falling rain, sud an angry
wind tearing the briglit leaves from the trees and
scattering thembroadaset.

But eveu such a day as this has its charm lin
a conntry.houae fuli of gay young people. The
geutlemen grumhle a little ever their liunting
dieappoiutment, and indulge in a few gloonmv
forebodinge with regard ta the races cf the cam-
ing week ; but thiýse thinge do uaL weigli on
their spirite, aud they are quite ready ta make
themaelves agreeable duriug the wet, avercast
mernufg. Oniy Mr. Vaughu seerna restleseatd
i11 at eame.

"I1 wanted ta go te Arliugford," hie aays ta
Kate, who rernarks lis impatience, 46and it la
provoking ta, be detained by such disagrecable
weather. "

IlIf 1 were a mnn i houild not imd bad
weather," she remarkî. "0On the contrary, i
think 1 should like ta go ont lu a storm. There
i8s oînetbing exhilirating in riding lu the t*eth
cf the wlnid-àtîîd it. wonld lie directly in your
face if yen went ta Arlingf-rd."

IlA pleasant prospect, certainly I"l'iesasys."1 de not think i shall take advantage cf it,
though the delay le very vexatioua. i wait te
a'-C Burdeck pait iciularly, find-"

He stops, and Kitte, betore &lhe coîisifers,
askm, I" Who is Burdock 1"

SHe je eue et the owners of a riug.atable,"
111r. Ve4ughîi answers, -"wbois .-xpected te reacli
Arlingford to.dey, with àieverimi herses."

IlAnd you are aux ions ta sepe ihein. That le
very natural ; but yen have al iext week betore
youi lu which te do so."

"I't je not the herses 1 fini aux ions t., see
kiiow thein very m,. Il. it lei., îîinck Ililtmell.
But it ie iuî1'oeelhble te go out inis li deluge!
Will you came aud take a game of lîiliaide 't It
is the best nieassoe killing tiniev."

Kate agrees, aîîd. wlîile ble9e joyiug the
bilîbarda-tihe. pîsys fairly, and is devoted ta,
the game-Misà Vaughu la asitting lu a bay.win.
dow of the drawing-roorn, witli an unread nevel
ln her lai,, anddlber eyea, which te day are rather
sombre thban brilliant, turued te the enter werid,
where the rain le falling in leutiîîg aheete, and
the trees are Lesing their bousilis in the higli

ces, euie by ne meane feela equal te Lie burden
of solitude; sa aie liLes lier eyes with a feint
Fmile, as lie drawa uer suddais on an otto-
man et lier test. IL lsa e ecesaity of lite witli
bier tiat aame oee eield fil thia position ; sud
aines the man whom aie wislies te ss tiers has
i esperttully deciined furLher service, e( is wil-.
iug fer Reudai ta swing the ceuser, rather Lieu
that iL alianld net lie swung at ail.

Randal la ready te serve lu thie capacity for
anu nlimited length of ime. iHs be i&l
duties by remarkiug: I1arn afraid thia pas-
tarai mode et existence wecries yau t IL was
Dr. Johnsen, 1 beiteve, wio said that ail peeple
whe live in Lie counutry muet lie sither etnpid or
miserable. I thi.nk that, t c-day, you beleng La
the latter clam."

Ila iskind et yen ta say se," abs auawers,
lcnguidiy. Il I feel more as if I beiong La Lie
former. I arn stnpid, sud altagether ont of
serts. I suppose IL le the effect oethLe
weatlier."

IlSncb a day jsesnougi te bring e legien of
blue-devils upen oe. B t is tiers no way et
driving tlemtaway tram yen?"'

Il itsar uaL. Nothirg fcau roues me, so I
sdvise yen te go and flnd some moesarnnig
cemrnein."

4I don 'tLlke amuauug cempaniane, sud oe
mare intereating I ceuid uaL flnd."

"lAre yen sure efthtat ? Moode do net sdd ta
intereat, sud tiey are a besetting weakuess af
mIie."

IlDeu't cal lier a weaiuess. Tiey are luke
the i lits sud aiadowa on a landecape. Who
carea fer bresd, unciequersd unushine ?t"

IlWliy, yen are peetical as well as compli-
meutary," see aya;; sud lie lias isreward iu
Lie gratified arnile whicli di muplea Lthe corners et
lier menti.

IlIL wauld lie a duil lump of dlay that yen
canld uaL iuspire," lho anawers. I"Yen inapired
me leng age witb semethiug wiich lias, se fer,
wen trem yen ittie or ne reward-. Yen inow
what thnt isvery well."

IlDo I ?t" She is net averse te Lie conversa-
ieu taiing Luis turu, but she doees ua Lead hlm

on by any slow et interest. '«Periapasa ; but
I have aireedy teld yen tiat I arn etnpid ta-
day." p

IlTiat le the toue yen alwaya tais witi me,"
lie says. IlWli laIL that yen de net thini
me wertliy cf anuaruswer Arn I net as gaed as
ether men ?t-aud certainly uaL one of them enu
love yen btter than I dol1"

"Speeli for yeuraei," aseretarta "iL le
wisest. Yen cannet measure the love ef thler
men, thongli yen thini tiat yen know sornething
et yenr ewrî. As for mn uaLinking yen wortiy
et an answer, tiat le yeur mistake- I have au-
swere'l yen: I have taid yen tiat yen have a
chance. 1 censaey înîmre tien that."

"lBut yen teid me thet mentis age. Has IL
beceme greater, or bass, ince tiien ît"

"Hew cen I tellit Tiers are sernany tLilge
te lie cousidered. Yen muet wit until i have
leisure ta weigli tlim ail."

64ThaL is wiat i1lhave been tLd," lie sys.
1 have been warued tiat yen will neyer au-

swer defiitey-'tiat yon preter La ku-ep men
dcngling for menthe cnd yeare on a tireed et
hope."

IlWarned !" she repeata. I-er syes expand-
with aemetliug luke a flash iu their deptia.
"Warned-by whaîn '"

"That dae net mater-" lie begins, when
aie iiîterrupts hlm irnperiensiy.

"IL does mater! T ell me et once!t"
"Se ruaiay people have been goed enougi La

alter me enci a warnjing, that IL wonld be ditfi-
cnît for you te erraigiu tiem ali," lie replies,
eva.4iveiy.

IHam any oee ffv'red eîuytbiug et Lis iiud
since yen have beîî horers' "sie asks, witli lier
glanes but on hn.

He underuteîds lier meaniiîg, aud liesitetes a
nionît, Tltemi tie teniptatiou je irresistible.
He wili violats ne confidence, utter îîo untruti,
se lie enswere, " Tdrletan said souiethiig cf the
sert yeterdy-bnt Lie story lied grewiî aid in
niy ers befare lie repeated it2'

4"'Trleton l" .sic cehees. Her sye give oe
greet flash, sud tien fie lîdq sink aver timeni, e
Rame et celour darta iîîte lier cheeka, lier land
closes u ervensiy over Lhe bock lu lier lap.
"lW uaL did lhesasy?'" aie goe an. "6'rliat h ain
lucarties sd nîerceuary, and esie only fer Lhe
gratificat ionoet uiy vanity !"

IlNe," enswers hieudal, indigîutly. IlDe
ycn thini I wonld have aiiewed any man -e
speai cf' yon like Iliat tlie merely said that
I arn wastiug_ ime lu pursning e ehadw

" He taîke ef iL. Whether lie means iL or
will do IL, le another question."

" What agreement did lie aud Ashtou camne
te yeaterday about the herse ?",

' No agreement at ail. Tarleton aska mare
than your brother wili give. I think myseif
that he averrates the herse. Burdock talke ef
buying him ; but lie wiii be influenced by the
manner lu whicli lie acquits himseif at the races
next week."

«'Does lie inteud-Frank Tarleton, 1 mean-
ta part with ail hie herses?'"

"«Ne.1He lias a beautiful filiy named Bonuy
Kate, whicli le meaus te, keep."

He speake signiflcantiy ; but the fact e% hidi
lie states je ln it8elf ignificaut enougli. Again
the colour deepene lu Mies Vaugliu'e cheek.

" Selie keepe Bouny Kate r' ehe aays, witli a
aliglit langli. "What dees that rneau ''

«'l think it means that lie has a decided pen-
chan.t for Kate," anewers Raudal. " It wiii
probabiy not last-lie was aiwaya fickle as the
wiud-but iL may interfere witli Ashton's plan,
if alie recipracates it."

" And do yen thiuk cie dees?"
" Impassible ta eay. He is a wise mau who

eau read a woman, and I have neyer clifred
ancli a wisdom. Yom onglit ta be able t e ll.
Womeu can read eue another."

" I neyer thouglit of sucli a thing until yes-
terday," seeasys, spesking witli au effort.
"«IL je likeiy eneugli on lier side. 1 will observe
mare close ly."

The storm continues dnring the wbole cf the
day ; and the next day beiug Snuday, tiers le
no hunt. Those wlio are devetianally incliued,
go ta Arlingfard lu the ±ucring ta churcli.
Those wlie are uot exemplary about fulfiliing
their religions duties, etay at home.

Tlie afterneon ie ef crystailine clearnees, aud
Miss Brooke proposes a walk te Kate.

" Juet yen aud 1," aie says. " We wili nat
ask any one else te accernpany us."

"I1 do not waut any one else, " the girl re-
plies, trnthfnlly.

Sa Lliey set forth, and are socu on the hiles.
The late starm lias made liavac in the foreste;
but they are stili beantifful, and the atîneapiere
le inexpreaeibiy f reeli and clear. Acreas tlie
purple fields streteli helte ef woods, glewing
wîtli enturn tints, aud far lu tie west lie the
marvelleus bine mountains.

44I waut Le go there on a deer-hunt," saya
Kate, pointing te the last. " Will promised te
Lake me this year, but lie iaa net been abie ta
go. He says that lie will certainly de se next
autumn."

" Perliape yen may uaL lie here uext au-
tumn." saye Mise Brooke-they are seated on
the summit et a heigit, witi the fair prospect
apread ont at their feet. "'Do yen net think
there miglit be santie thinge better thaît a deer-
inut '?"

"IThat je almeet exactly wliat Mr. Vaugin
asked me tlie other day," says Kate. " Prabably
there (ircerne thinge botter, but eluce I know
nathiîîg about tiem, snd amrnont likely ever La
knew sîîything, it le weil toi be content witli
wliat I have, je IL net V"

" Yea ; since a couteuted spirit la better tien
a fortune ; but you are raLlier young ta decide
that yen will tiever know any other life than
thie whicli yen iead naw."

'«iHow ehonld I ever knew any other 't"ake
Rate, clieerfully. Evidently the unlikeliliood
et encli a Lhing 'ices net weigli au ler spirite.
She laves every jil that rîsea againet the aky,
every atream lu the vailey belew lier. As slie
sita, tironed on a rock, lier eyee wauder ever the
scene witli an expression of affection, at whicli
Mies Breoke emiles.

" Yen have n loyal heart," see sys, "but
yen have aise a gay disposition, sud I think yen
yen wonld find ruuch toe ejay lu s different lite.
You ask how you aie te kuaw it. That question
ie eaeily answered; conie witi me wlien 1Ickave
here, and 1 will give yen as muci pluasure as
y u cari desire."

The words are quietly and simply epoken, but
IL le; safe te eay that if the rock au whicli cie le
seated lied enddsnly split open, Rate ceuld
scarcely have been* mare emazed. Sopliy's sud
Jaîeet's jeste have net lu the least preparsd lier
for such a propo.iai. Slie looks et Mies Braoke
as if sie eau hsrdiy realize what sihelise heard.

"Caine witli yen " she repeeta. "- do
uot niudcrstand."

'«it is enreiy net difficult Le nnder.4tand,"
says tlie eider lady, taking lier liand. "I1 taiieed
the maLter ever with yenr -ncle yeeterday. 11e
leaves tlie decisien altogetier with yau. I waîxt
te> take yen with me when I heave Fairfielda;- I

wiLli a îaug et lier ieart which indlude n sinl
lier veice, cries:

Il1 canet ! I cannet ! Pray do net ask
me."0

"lBut i muet ask yeu-aud you muist cousider
the niatter," sys Miss Breoke. "lYen muat
net decide in wliat jese important ta yon, sud
alec ta me, like this. Kste, if yen knew how
near thie plan la Le my heart, I think yen would
cerne witli me ! Yen are very dear toalal yonr
frienda here, but they do nat need your cern-
paniouahip as I do."

I arn not sure of thit," scys Kate, wlio dos
net fancy thii suggestion. "lThey are very
fend et me, sud I ghae been witli tlem four
yearm-whie I have anly kuawu you a tew
days. "

'*Tliat le very true, but tiers are a great
many thinge te lie cnusidered. I cen offer yen
sdvsntages whicli it ie net in your nncle's pawer
toa sfard yen. Do yen think it wiss te reject
tisse '"

Kate looks etlier wittnily, but dos net re-
ply, 80 aie gees on:

" I arn sure that if you reflect, yen wjll feel
that it le riglit te came witli me ; sud if yon do
-beieve me tiat, as far as lies in my power,
yon shahl neyer regret iL."

Iarn sure-eh, already 1 amnpretysr
of that 1" cries Kate. I wiilskuucle's ad-
vice-iudeed, indeed, I cannet promise mare."

'lVery wel," says Miss Brooks, who lias ne
denlit that lier peint is neariy won. "lTake

ime Le coneider, sud let me kaow your decision
next week."

CHAPTER XVII.

*W . aIl bogie
By singing witb the birds, and reeeing fast
With Juee-days hsed-ie-haed; but once, fer ail,
The birds muet sieg ageinst un, sud the sun
Strike down upon us, likeae fried's swerd oaugbit
By au enemy te siay us, while ws read
The dear uais cn the biade wbich bites at ne 1"

Iu Lie svening Kats le very grave, as every
ons notices. She lise cenanlted lier uncle an
Lie subject of Mise Broaie's proposaI as swan as
elie reaches li3me, and Mr. Lawrence, thongli
sliirig ail respensibility ef advice, cannet
deuy Lie great advantags whicli iL atf'ers, while
Mrs. Lawrencesaeys dscidedly Lthalier faîly
caunot lie easiiy characterized if ehe declines iL.

" But I arn so fond of yen ail," pleada Kats.
"How enu I bear te go away ?"

"lAs fer geiug eway, " replies lier uncle, "c f
course yen inew that Fairfielde wiii aiways lie
as muci yonir home as iL je Lie borne ef Sophy
and Janet. If ycu go witi Mies Brooke iL wilI
euly lie ta rernain et yeur piesurs. I have tLd
lier tiat Ienu hear et uethiug els."

I 1arn sure tiat if sncb an chance were affered
ta Sopliy ar Janet, they would sccept IL sager-
ly, " esys Mre. Lawreuce. Il doesnet atrike
me as suci a terrible thiug te leave a dulp lace
luke thie for Lie gayety and pleasurea of teehien-
able lite. "

IlFairfielde je net duil," saya Kate. IL la
the very best place in Lie world, sud I-I ara
suîre I cau isver be hiappy anywiere else."

lu that case, rny dear, "sasys Mr. Lawrence,
"the Lhiug le very plain. Tiank Miss Brooke

fer huet kiîîdness, and teliliher yon will étsy
with us. 1 shonld neyer farzive myssîf," lus
gees au, putting hie crin round the g-ri and
drawing lier Le hlm, Ilif yen feit ti-t any ans
wishied yen Le go. IL weuld certaiuly lie s dark
day for us ail wieu we lest aur bcuny Kate."

"lThen i will stsy t" cries Kate. IlO nucle,
dear uncie, liow kiu'I you are La me!t"

"Who canld hellî being kiud ta ycn ' as
lier nîîcie.

"NIlPase, mstr"-tie donr opens, sud au
ehony face eppears-" Uncle Jais have came iii
ai i the plantation, sud wonld like te speak ta
yen."$

IlVery well," eeys Mr. Lawrence, and leaves
Lie roanu.

Kate le abeut to tellew, wieu lier aunt inter-
poses. "'SLay e momnent," aie esys, I do net
supplose that my advice wiil have auy weigit
with yen, lbut stili I leel tiat it le my dnty te
give IL. Sit dewu sud hLsen ta me. Hais IL
ev reccnrred te yen that yonr unce le isnet a

rilman"
For an inatant K'ete steres-not cornpreheud-

iug Lie drifttcf tues question. Tisu Lie blood
starte te lier cheek8, sud Lie tears te her syes.
I 1 ee !" sic esys. IlVon meau tiat I arn a

burden ta hlm '"
I auswer yen as I wonld auawer Saphy or

Jauet-yea," sys Mrs. Lawrence. "lNeitier
lie uenr I h"aveevr rudged ayt-hig wiiyen-
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