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CHAPTER L.

DN THR QUAY.

A rmeurmur rons throngh the crowd @ the
various ntters grow alert 1 all exes are suddenly
tarned to the senih, And thete, faraway, over
the green headland, a small taft orbrown smoke
Appests, tising inte the gulden Zlow of t!}u afier
poen, g we knew that by and by we shiall see
the great steamer with her scar%e{ fnmx‘vic come
sailing reund the peint.  The Laird of Denny-
mains sssumes snair of siill further importanes |
he pulls kis frock-coat tight at ti‘w waist s he
adjnsts his black satin neck-tie : his (], white,
SUIF eollar seems more righd and white thanever.
He has heand of the wenderfnl stranger ; auld he
kpows that pow she is drawing near,

Heard of her ! He has heard of nothivg else
sinceover be esme to nsin these northern wilds,
For the mistress o this household—-with alilier
domi nd her fits of mpjestic o
per—-tas n love for her intimate girl-friends far
passizg the love of me eapeeially when the
voung ladies are aledient, and gentle, and ready
to pay to her mationly dignity the compiiment
of 8 resy Pawe.  Amd thix partienlar friend
who is now coming o ns;  what bas not the
Laird heard sbout her during these past few
davs of her hizh couraze, her e
fishness, endid cheerfulnes,
ing-bind 1 saee,’ thal was
rh 1 weather or
then the«
phoers saneliew, &

£ritrg Wavs

1
4

o the

pne.”  And

Gire

Fa8es 1

t
sd gave the puzzied Laied tw
e

unders presence of this young ledy
in a holse v Laving sweet-brier abuur the
No waipler he put on bis highest and

before he marched grandly dewn

Le quay.

not dexerve a lony holiday,
¢ Leind's hostess to bim, as to-

gether thev watch for the ateamer coming reand

E T dostfuney © Twa menths’ athon.

who was her mother's

I weanan,
nik without a
Y

i
sy

danee ¢
nErae. ina #ivk roowm,

And the girl

ve

i
H

trd. with great compassion.

s just ontside Glasgaw,

savs he, ““what mus

“ Dear me,”
Eaghsh ledde Lave thougbt of our Seoteh

a youny
Wiy

of speech whew she heand they poor Fdinbursh
bodies aud thelr yanmering singsong 7 Not thas

1 qusrrel with any peapls for having an accent
in their way of sywaking; they have that in all
partsof England as well as ia Seotland—in York-
\ sraetediire, and what not'; and even

ta A
there w

1 the west nf than an
any other part ;) in fust) ah have often been taken
for an Enzlisbinan masif””

““Indeed i gay» this gentlecreature standing
by him: and her upturned eves are fall of au
iunecent teli-f.  You would swear she we
meditating an summening instantly her boys
fromy Epsows College that they mizht nequine a
e aveente-nt et shd of a3l secente—pn
vank« of the Clyde,

Y es, " savy

most ameunting (o enthosiasm, *¢

.
14

™

it is a grand

inherita that we in the sauth of Seotland are
preserving for yvou Enzlish people ;

know littie ot it
preserving th
wns spoken eenturiex spa, aud 83 you Hnld it in
your oldest writings.  Seotticisms !
ve wers s read proas

You do not know that weaps

the

of Mandsvilie

Wyclif, or the yoetry of Rotert of Brunne or:

Langdale, ve wonll find that our Sesttivisms
wer: the very pith and marrow of the Enghivh
language. Ay itiss0.”

The inncesnt eyes express such profound in-
terest that the Liirdof Denuy-uains almost for-
gets about the cawing steamer, 50 anxicus is he
1o ¢crush ws with a display of his erudition,

‘1t is just remarkable,” he says, ** that vour
dictionaries shonld put down us obsolete words
that are in common use all gver the south of
Scotdand, whers, as | say, the old Northam-

brian English is preserved in. its’ purity ; and
that ye should -have learned people hanting up

in Chanceror Guwer for the very speech that
they might hear among the bits o' weans ron-
uitg ahout the Gallowzate or the Broomislaw.
*Wha's ackt pe 1' you say to one of thewn ; and
you think vou are taiking Seoteh. No, ne;
achtis only the old English for pos<ession ; isn't
* WWha's ackt ue ? shorter and pithier than ¢ 7o
wham ds you belong 17 *° :
*4h, certainly I says the meek disciple :
the recall of the boys from Surrey is obviously
decided on, o i
*CAnd speir for {nquire [ and ferly for won-
derful ;- and tyne for lose ; and fey for about to
die ; and reck -for sinoke ; “and menseful for be-
coming ; and belyre, and fere, and biggan, and

i

slute upsels |

MR WS R

el Ber mieiae o

and the

h
i

the Latrd, with a decision ol
i

¥ i i woehl t
srlish langnaze for vonas ity

Wl
Why, if ]

stch words, Yo eall them Scoteh ! Oh, ue,
ma‘am 3 they are Eoglish ¢ ye tind theny in all
the old English writers ; avd they are the best
of Fnglish too; a great deal better than the
Frerebified stuil that vour svuthern Foglish has
become.”’

Not tor worlds wonld the Laind have wounded
the pasriotic sensitiveness of this gentle iriend
of his from the Seath: bat, indeed, she had
surelv nothing to comyplain of in s insisiing to
an  Englizhwoman ou the vadue of thoreugh
Euglish,

1 thought,” savs she, demurely, ** that the
Scoteh had a good many French words in "

The Laird pretends not to hear; he is
deeply interested in the steanier which is now
enming over the ameath waters of the bay, Bat,
taving auneun that there are o great many
weple on board, he returas to s disconrse,

{ this, tao,”” <avs he, *“that in
t

Ry

“ Ah'tn sure of
the matter of provunciation the Lowland Scoteb

it

Frolishowyon can soe
atd sach
Raxoti—"
.1

L33

bave preserved the b
that feither and 4o
words are nearer 1

His e
Ancio-Saxon —witheur exaerd

Shoanad ¢
the ariginad Magls
ares had been tauzhi to sbhadder at

knowing

i

phrase
why,  But who could withstand the authortty
of the Laird ¥ Mereaver, we ser relied drawing
tear ;) the steamer’s padiiles are theobling in the
st afternoen.

A tury to Piees the Plorevan,™ con-

: D-:H'._\ ER “.\'n' will

thye

e

P

Why, it i
shildren f—Do 3
Aud then e,

fasntliar phrase of onr Seoteh
X they wanhd NAy e 1
yopot sure, bt | oimagioe
ald Enginh
Kis

W

ool parridoe as

N
we Spoteh are

Vol plural,

Wt

s . \ Pl
they.” Porbaps thar s asarvval, o, ol V
SCh, yes, certalndv. Bur please noind the

ts
copes, sir.”? oheerves Kis humble pupil, careful

of har mowter’s physteal sqfery. For oag this

monsent the steamer {5 slowing ints the qmiy

ready  to thig

wien fave 0w

ashore

“Not, remarks the Lawsd, pe
ing away from ths edae
waetld say anve b
venng Eoslich §
=ha pre the sunt ;
aesustomed ta,  Bar, bl
t sl shonhi jarige anr Rk
e way they Eiin ¢ Yeudive apuak

SEis sl ts it net T openraks Big eompanion
.

x
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Ty her atiention is now §
spde swanmicg ta the side s 5
SAnd, indesd,” the Latrd ea n

I

the <nbject, = onty a hnhhy of
s hotby, 3
sp thase warde in

Jdue thiens,

speect thunsh |

Wy ewn
No, Dwill nat fores uny

i

tahirnan maseil, bothoas d

aken for an Fng
and nbiroad.”
Aad now —eand
1t the quay ) the ganzways
a thropy p othe
aees nn ahare sean e
sssich pate of wyestor ¥
ves to flash a gad teoagnition,
sheo—the lower of womankind—the posiewar of
1 owirtue and Argee

fer

.
now ey or

are nin

wn Logr

noied eonrage --the we

The Leird ehares 1o ouy exaite-
He

b Boars

& He, ton, seans

crawd sageriy,
nits to be hnstied d

3 the narters

And we kunw-
for w¢ gplendid
atately fread and
ghitor, with
some Hosamand of one
orv of loveliness on her
fare wnd haire  Awd we kuirew that the master
who hias been lzeluring ws for ball an bour on
aur disgracefal neglest of pure English will not
shock the sepsitive Southern var by any harsh
acveent of the North; buat will address her 1y
beantiful and courtly straiue, in tones such as
Edinburgh never knew,  Where i3 the queen of
womankind, amid all this commonplice, hurry.
ing, loquacious erowd ?

Forthwith tise Laind, with s quick amazement
in hiseves, sees asmail and insignificant persoy
~he only catehes a glimpese of ablaek dress and
a white fave—enddenly clasped. ronnd in the
warm embrace of her {riend.  He stures for a
secondd ¢ Tand theu he exclaing —apparently o
himgelf: o : :

“ Dear e - What a shilpit bit thing

Pale— slight-delicnle—tinp } surely such a
master of idiminatic English vannot have forgot.
ten the existence of these words, Hut thisivall
he cries to himsell, in his snrprice and wonder

“Dearme ! What ashilpit bit thing 1

rotuing ashore at Jaat
puiss-—that be ix Jonking ot
reature—somy Hondtoes with
irmjerious M o aeatfle ,fug:';{h
prowtd death tu ber pves
werlern davs, with a g

i

sy

Frteal tomeaarien.

. . K o
Yo mmay have uetiend that T de net

Powho was gl this
atclyog f
voung jeddv, A absay, ah have often beep |
heen eonsidating whether this ris
(ighit net marn
Vateamer i< in
aver ; therp

atnd rager

CHAPTER I1..
ﬂAR\’ AVON,

Tha bright, frank lough of Ler face l-~the
friendly, unhesitating, affcctionate Jook in those
soft blick eyes! - Heforgnt all about Rusamoud
and Bosdicrn when he was presented 1o this
« ghilpit ** person, - And when, jnstead of the
usun) ceremony of introduction, she bravely put
her hand in his, apd said she had often henrd
of him fram their common friend, he did nvot
notice that she was rather plain.  He did not
even astep to consider in what degres her
Southern secent wight be improved by vesilence
amongst the preservers of pure English. He was
anxious to Know if she was ot greatly tived.
He hoped the sea had been sinooth as the stramer
came past Easdale.  And her loggnge-—should
he look after her loggage for her?

But Miss Avou wax an expert traveller, and
auite competent to look after her own luggage,
Even as e spoke, it was being hoisted onto the
wagonetie.

Yo will et me drive I says she, eyeing
critically the two shaggey, om-lacking auimals,

“Oludved Tshall do unthing of the kind,™ says
her hostesy, promptiv.

Bat there was no disappaintment at a1l oo her
fiton as we dtove away through the galden even.
ing — by the side of the wmurmuring shore, past
the overhanging ir-wood, upand across the high
fand connmanding a” view of the wide western
There was tnstead a look of sneh fntense
delight that we knew, however sileut the Hps
wight be, that the bird.soul was sioging withe,
Everythivg charmed her—the coul, sweet alr,
the seont of the sea.weed, the glew on the
mountaing cut there in the west. sl as she
chativred het dehphit to us— hke o bind eseaped
fromuts prison snd glad to et 1ato the sunlight
atnd free air agnin —ihe Laird <ot mate and e
tenend. He watehed the frank, bright, exprrsive

SERS,

face.  He fallowed and responded to her every
maocd-~with a sort of foud paterpal indaigenes
that abmnast prempied Lo tr take ber band,
When she ﬁ.!llneﬂi,‘k\‘ Langhisl, When ahe talked
serbeusty, he looked coneerund. He was cutirely
forcetting that she wis a < Inlpit bit thoag
eridd e wondd have admitted that the

way of spealing Kb

failsn awey frotn the tradations of the 2 %
brian dialevt— had, after gt w0 crriain mude in
14 that mads it pleasant totl

Up the hatl, then, with at < for the lasy !

—the dust ol awav i s bachined daee
the view aver it a8 as-

1id Aud here 1s antis Us‘:.’v}'. a8 e have
Aubibaed thoe ploce, with ity wide apesdeor, and

1ty walls halthidden wob tree fushsias, and e
sand hieradf

Wi

s

Had Far B

e o Uestle ooy that eventug, she

ot have been waited on with greater solicd
han the Laerd showed Ta assisting this *ah

b, thete was
oh i ane tank any nolive

Biveef with hier Dupe

IR L A !'i:{
off to her own ream fn fre.
woous whn e, 3

Bold with a rod of iron-ohe had the silfrantery

g
wax being harrisd
N 1
H t

=i her tectake Berown time o dianier -
Stian Aviis

a4l

tOR S i (.’r e
Iy dbresiny fu
gl whiom patum hass anstal
ble maich omaker
3

b
etk
Ny

bor o o
wd an

tredefa

sy have
ol bachelor
At g ke were i
merry, why <hould mothe taarry the yonug loly
i owiioam b seenped 1o havs tiken sa wpehds ;

. after ail

cand

moah et A forber-Mary Avan was
sttt Uy or Yhrewean-biwe nty .ﬁ.hv Wwas fud
v e prove atirastive to vouny then ) her
arpabl Doptune wius srareeiy wearth o webdeting
she o was alrgost alone in the warld, fiyity

bl warniel youn The

T Watfiedi,

and his very sutaluntial fartane. And woul

yanhz ?

Bat io ber lieart of hearts the aohemer noew
batter,  She knew that the romases-chapter in
the Laieds Hife-cand a biter chapter it was ..
had been tinshed and choed and pot away mauy
and many a yearago,  She knew how the great

disaproininant of his hfe had faibnl tosanr

hing g haw he was ready to share anuang friends
aul compantone the Targe amd generoas heart
that bad beer for o thme fanl a2
Jitr how his Keew and active tutersst, that
might bave bean eoutined to his'children and
his children’s children, was now “devoted ta a
bundred things—the planting st Denny-mains,
the great hetesy case, the patrenage of youny
4rtsty, even the peeserentinn of pure Foglish,
anid what not.” And that fortunate foung gen-
thanaa—nstensibdy his nephew-—whom b had
seut to Harrow
living o very easy Jife Jin the Middle Trple,
ard who would no duubt come in for Denuy.
mains T Well, we knew a 1tz abont that young
man, 100, We knew why the Taind, when ke
found that hoth the hoy's father and mother were
dead, adopted him, and educated bim, and got
him to eall Wim undle.” He had taken under his
care the son.of the woman _who hald jilted him
five-and-thinty” years ago; the” Jad had his
niother's eyos. . . i :
Aud now we are assembled in'the drawing.
room-~all except the new guest ; and the glow

Hreat ity

W lvit shpe |

s paposed ta keap sdine

‘L'i‘}';n n\\'.l’!’i i

Lasrd had |
no toimediate vefative Lo inherit Denayv.mains |
! Che faes
they et see phonty of sach other oy board e

the feet of a!

ard o Cambridge, who was now |

of the sunset is shining in at the open windowa
The Laird'is eagerly “proving to un that he
ehinnge (rom the cold eant winds of Fdivlang),
to the watm westerly winds of the Highlandy
must makean immedinte vhange in the youn

Tady's face-—und declaring that »he ought” (o 2o
on board the yachtat once—aml asserting that
the lndies’ vabin on beard the Wiite Dove is the
most benutiful Hule cabin he nver
When——-—

When, behold ! at the apen dlaar- “meeting
the glow of the sunshine-—appears a figare-.
drezsed allin black velvet, plain und unadorned
but for a broad bett of gold fringe that cones
roumd the neek and crosses the bosom,  Apg
above that again ix a dob of white mulin stufy
on which the small, shnpely, smnothedrega
head seems gently to vest, The plain black vel-
vepdress gives a certatn fmportauce and anl,.
stantiolity to the otherwire shight figure ; the
braad fringe of gold glints and plewms o oha
moves towntd s but whe can even think of
these things wheu he meets the brave glance of
Mury Avon's eves 1 She was humming, as oo
came down the statr— ‘

NAW

O thieX i tany, boale, though T eang awn |
For 'l come xnd seo ye i ofitn o them &,

-=we might have known it was the Yt sont
Come Aoug us.

Now the manuer in which the Land ot Denny.
mutns set about capturing the allections ot 1}
innocent young thing i he sat spporite Lee ar
dinvercwonld bisve oetited severe reproof in
one of fess mature age ; andanight, indeed, have
been followed by seriots ccnsequenein bug for
the very dechded manner i whieh Mise Avan
shawed  that shie enold take
Whoever heand Maty Avin L wonbi hiave
been asaured. Aud whe dhid Tsugh a god degt
for the Laind, determined amuse foog, /
relating aoseries of anecdotes whie h b cqlhd
gnod ones, " anid which secmned to hve o
great erdoyment to the peaple of
Seathapd dunng the Lt e enry Thoare
waein especial a Highland stewardof a vt e
ahst wl

A

care of

uh

ii--?'m'”

Wire

the oy

[314R3

A asv st putnher of thone slor.,

tobd o oandafl the peidnt was a1 tiges rachor o,

cult 1o eateh, wha eontd fanl ta b tiebead

the  Laads wevn aud sbvioe Loy rneng 1

*There was annther gond ane, Miva Avos,' by
H 1

W)

181 ey and

boare

A
csappresaad puifiws aw g
ol the parrasive
S onrar ]

towae st the Hizhiand stews

vonury of

A

vowangld br

LEthaer to at

i e

Avap bnaghed owe

Tan &}A_\.n‘n '{\v'x
st of H

i walyore
Kirisaipep

bl

wWaler.

T . °
; Ba ! hat o :
wenzva e wavs heent L 9eiad g
et he ! Beloalin f ha ! haott

cd hewtliy, and Ma
ot

L g

O courer wye all laugh

Aven s

That any i us ;) but it
; .
Kier N

EEOIST 41

jory

L3
wWhial fhs poant of the slory wis, we s Vonea
Bave believed hier, Bagt ther oabed was o 1

Ho woyt on owith
Reaomoado and s
Leridinia, .

BTN

3
ook
ool

atic adventives

VOTY xefvutits cobd e

voall the
drap en his
s Bkt exclaione b
St Tiesms i b Faeein
3 sevapd w
e’y faen 2
white ; and ~dir was sloiaet frgs
e chair when ber Lasdes, s happened o

=ittt Lo hivr fees $rrst, canght her, aosd el Ler,
an beatied for water, What conbl {8 miean ?
Mare Avng was not of the s by
EETELOR !

and fansiog

Aud presentiv she eame 19 hersedroand
fdntiy minking Gk
GG

wanhd gen fron the
wrmare ) with
Fat

hie, she
frim geiu.
trived b siee ot Bel) faek spain v the age
tao geead. Andsa we kil te earry hhr.‘

About ten minutes thepe

It wies fier g
wtiilsehiity

whett sh

MY was

7 thie miste ol
the house cars back 1o the Laird, who bad been
sitting by himself, 10 great coneern.

acr sl that giel 0 b ewalaines anid
one pnight alseaat Tmagine there am tears tn her
“yes. sk vey faney such a thing t she
twints her ankie o ogetting down from the wag.
otieite--brings bk the ol spratn - peerhiags
wn‘uuzia hersedl far Lo —ated, dn epite of the
P, sits B Junghing wnd Joking, s that she
way not spoid our first evening togithart Did
you ever hear of sach a thing ! Ritting bhers
Iaughing, with her ankle gwellod so that | had
to gut the boot il "

Y Gracions me " saya the Laird ; ** i it as bal
a8 that 1" :

And S0 she should beeome permanently
lame —why —why e )

Bat wasshe going to imake an appoal direet to
the owner of Denuyanaingt 1€ the voynger
mien were uot likely to marry a lume little
white-facerd airl, that was nage of his businovs.
The Ladrds mareying-davs had depmrted five-
and-thirty years before, :

However, wa hiad to finish onr dinner, some-
how, in ronsideration to our eller guest.  And
then the aurgeon cune, vnd bound up the ankle
“hard and fast ; and Miss Avon, with a thousand
meek apologies for being no stupid,  declared
again and again thst her foot would ba all right




