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THE EPIGRAM 0F COMPLIMENT.
Most cf us muet have reason te deplore tire

decadence et Epigrar-of Epigrarn, h mean, as
wîitteu lu the form cf verse, and cornpressed
Withîn the limite et couplet or quatrain. There
le pleuty et prose epigram going about ; tliere
je a weuderful unieunt cf it iu the daily and
weekly fewspapor ; aud someocf our beet speakers
nover open their mouthe but te givo sonie ut-
terance te cerne pithy sud some witty sayings.
Epigraî nii verse, however, je but rare aming
us ; yen get a littie cf il occasionaliy in tihe
comic Ppers, but, it is admitted, not cf the
beet km d. It ie witton to amuse, sud Ire.
qnently amuses; but it is not cf the soit whicli

"On tbe stretcbed frefunger of al l ime
Spankies fer ever.

Non is thie, indeed, te be expected. Our' pub.
hîcîste write tee î'apîdly snd tee mucli te ho
able to produce auything in this way whicli
shalho penfectiy satisfying sud endurnug. Yen
cannet manufacture epigrarns ly the dozen.
Yen ouglit te ho pleased if yen turnueut a geod
oeein a lifetime ; non, so fan as faine gees,
would your labeur have been wasted. Msniy a
man lias earned iterary inimortality by merely
pneducing a couple et linos whicli stuck te the
memory cf hie countrymen. Look at Cleve-
land'e couplet :

Had Cain beau Scot, Ged wouhd have cbanged bis
doom,

Net forced hlm wauden, but compelied hlmn home."

It je net altogether admirable, for it is almeet
too concentnated sud elliptical. But it lias
doue for the write's roputatior, what ail the
reet cf hie wonks put together have failed te do.
The instance is net, perlis, perfectly iu point,
for the linos in questionu are a portion only cf a
satiric poem. Stili, they show wist a happy
lit in tlie direction cf a couplet is able te
achieva for the preservation of au suthur's
memrcy. The oîly requinement is, that the
lit should nealy ho a hasppy oee; that thp eay.
iug, wletlier couplet, or quaîtrain, or eveulonger, should he totus teres atque rot undus, ikethose famous liues by Rogers on Lord Dudley:

They say Wsrd basane heart, but I deny il;
He bas s heart, sud gete bis speeches by it."

Here je a couplet ou which it je uttenly inmpos-
sible te imprave, which sys what it lias te say
once for sîl in sucli a perfect manuer,1 that you
feel the dieplacement or alteration of s word
wvould injure it. Of course, epignames survive
cf whicli expressions like these cannot ho nsed
-wlricli are chevet' iii style anîd in pint, but
whicli you by ire means correide n omîf' the
range cf emeudatien. But if these are net yet
forgotteuî, they may ho forgotton seme day-
unhees, iudeod, tliey ive by virtue of associa.
ticn m îth seme poreon, tliing or ovent. The
pr fecteigraiu existe on no sucli termes : it
ives, sud alwaye will live, by virtue cf its spt-

irees te its end ; by reascu cf the censummate
cliaracter of its wit, ite expression, sud its forrn
bocauso it enelinines for even seme quîp or sonie
ceucoit which ne one lias been able te put inte
s btter shape.

But if epigramn, as epigrnm, je rare, whst je te
ho said cf that phase cf it which I have cslled
the epigran of compliment u If I deplore the
scsrcîty cf opigrarns whicli ère ike se rnany
barbe pierciîug sud sdhering te s wcund, etilh
more do 1 dephore the paucity cf epigrame which
glow sud glean ike the oyes cf a wcmsn cn lier
lcvr-gleamiug with wit sud glowiug with
good humour. The wsnt cf the former is net,
perhaps, tc ho regretted, excopt from s literary
peint ef view ; for there je ahwsys something
acid in the taste cf sarcasm sud satire, sud the
Martiale cf our verse are net the pleuasîteet cf
fellows. But the want cf the latter je regret-
table indeed, becanse it see to indicate the
decine, net onhy cf wit sud cf literary skill,
but of that oxquisito chivalry sud that perfect
conrtesy which are cf the essence ef true com-
pliment. ht looks as if we had lest the art of
ssying elegaut thîmîge; as if the graceful speech
had gene out with the graceful manners cf our
grandfsthera.

In fsct, if 1 were aeked te name the hast cf
those who wiehded the grand style in compli-
ment, 1 think 1 should name Sydney Smith.
It was lie, yen romember, whc, when a young
lady, lookiug at some flowents in a gardon, re-
marked, "h 1foar that pea will nover cerne te
perfection," teck lier by the hand, sud said,
" Permit me te lesd perfection te the pea."'
What wouhd some of us net give nowsday te be

0able to say anythiug so spontaneous sud se ad-
-minable as that 1 Wliat would we not give, tee,
if we could put tegether fcur sucli linosase
thoe iwhioh Sy Qe-Smthwrten he ubec

after hie had heen complaining cf ilîness in lier
lieuse
"'Tii true 1 am iiliut I ueed uot cemplain,
For he neyer knew pleagure that neyer knew Payne."

The latter, l)erllaps, is juet the least bit obvions;
but the former is-what Rogers called it-
"quite s ittie fairv tale."

A very hiappy compliment, in (lie forni cf a
pu upon a namne, was perpotrated by James
Smith in refereut'e te Maria Edgewortli, whose
higbly.inîproviîîg narratives are net, te be sure,
se popular- as thev wero upoît a time. Smiith
wrete cf lier:
" We every-day barde mnay ' Anonymous' igu;
That refuge, Miss Edgeworth, caunenver ho thine.
Thy writings, where satire ani moral unite,
Must bring forth the naine cf their anthor te ligbt,
Good and bad john lu telliug the source ot their birtb;
The bad own their edge and the good own their wertb."

1 arn net aw'are that the writer of this opi-
gr'am get anything ini return for hie neat sayiug,
but wtt know that lie did s0 in the case of hie
lines en Mr. Stralian, the King's Printer.
These rau as follows:

"Vour lewer imba aeemed far from tout
Wheu lait I iaw yen walk;

The cause I preseutly fouud eut,
When you began te alk.

The power that props the hody'î lengtb,
Iu due proportion spread.

lu v-ou mouinti upwardî, sud the itrengtb
Ail setles lu the bead."*

Stralian was se deliglited with the linos thibt ho
irnmediately made a codicil te hie wilI, be-
queathing Srith the surn cf three hundrod
pounda. It is doubtful, I should say, whether
any literary effort was ever se admirably re-
înunerated.

It was te be expected that we slieuld find in
thre works cf Moore-the briglit sud the viva-
cios-instances, sud particularly happy ones,
cf the epigrarn of compliments. Moore lived ini
au atmospliere of sucli thinge, and had the
ability at once te conceive sud to execute them.
A geuuine wit, if ever there was eue, ho had
juet the requisite facility sud felicity of verse,
sud could turn a quatrain more artistically than
almost any otlier peet cf lis day. The follewing
is worth quoting hecause it rocales epigrames
very mucli the saine in point by at least twe
earlier writers. For example, Moore wrote in
these torms

ONA LAD)Y.

With wonian sud appîeî botb Paris sud Adami
Made miîcief euougb iu their day.

God ho praiîed that the fate cf mankiud, xuy dear mnadani,
Depeudi net ou us, the sanie way.

For, weak as 1 arn witb temjrtation te grapple,
The worid would bave doubly te rue thee;

Like Adami, I'd ghadly takefrom tbee tbe apple,
Like Paris, at once give ilt tb ee."

Robert Fergusson, oeeof tleie elancholy
group cf "inheritors ef nnfulfilled renewn,"
lad already writteu befere Moore,'«Ou being

asked which of Three Sisters wae meet ber4uti-

"Wben Parla gave hie voice, lu Ida'@ greve,
For tbe reelîtlesa Venus, Queen cf Love,
'T was ne great task te paie a judgment there,
Wbere she alone was exquisitely fair.

But bore, what ce nid bis ableet jndguueub beach,
Wben wiidom, power, sud beauty reigun lu esuh t
The yeuth, uouplused, beheved te john witb me,
And wieb tbe apple had been cut lu three.",
0f course the idesliere is net quite identical
with that of Moore; but both writers use the
legend cf Paris sud tlie apple te give distinc-
tion te their clever rhymes. And se does Allan
Ramsay in a quatrain writteu probsbly before
Fergusson was boru-this was " On receiving
an Ora nge freim s Lady :

"New, Priam'e sou, thon may'eb ho mute,
For I can blithely beait witb tbee:

Thountb the faireet gave the fruit,
The fairoît gave the fruit te me."

Here tlie ides sud the expression are both par-
ticnlarly neat.

To returu te Moore fer s moment. Let us
take hie hunes. "To a Lady," composed in
obvious expausien ef a rernsrk made by Lord
Hlerbert cf Clierbury te a nun at Venice :
"Mena pur qusudo'vuol," said hie lordship,
"non è bisogne mutar ni faccitt ni voce per

essor un au-gelo,"-" fie wlieuever yeu wiIl,
yeu will net need te change either face or veice
in order te be su angel." And se Moore:

"Die wnien yen will, yeun ael net wear
At baaven's court a form more fair

Than beanty bore ou esrth bas given;
Keep but the lovely looks we eee,
The veico we hear, sud yen wil h

An sugel ready made for heaven."'

As au anonymous writer liad written uîany
yesrs before, " On a hesutiful and virtuons
youug Lady

1 muet net, liowever, pase over Burus, wlie,
amidet utucli in the way cf epigrani that was
beth savage sud brutal, wrote a good deal that
was bioth poislied sud good-teîupered. To a
besutiful girl wlio professed te believe in the
principles cf "liberty sud equality," hoe ad-
dreseed the féllowing:
"H.w liberty 1 girl, can it ho by tbee named f
Eqnality, tee i buaiy, art net ashamed ?
Free and equal, iudeed, wbile mankiud thon euchained,
And over their hearts as a deepot thou reigued 1"
Dr. John4bu compcsed a Latin epigram, very

sirnilar iin point, upon a youug Whig lady-friend
cf hie ; but both lie sud Burns wcre suticipated in
the conceit by Charles Montagu, Earl cf Hali-
fax. That pootical exquisite wae eue cf the
memb5rs cf the Kit-Kat Club, whoee custom it
wss te, make verses on their favourite toasts ;
sud thus it wss that lie camne te write s fllows
upon Lady Mary Churchill:
"Fairest sud latest of the besuteona race,

Blaît with yonr parent's wit sud ber firit bleomiug
face,

Borniwitb eur iherties lu Wiliamî reigu,
Your eyes shone that liberty restrain."

Something in the saine strain is Horace Wal-
polo's epigram il"te Madame de Damas on lier
learning English :

Theugb British accents yenrstbeubien fire,
Yen eannet beau as fat as we admire ;
Suholare ike yen but slowly eau improve,
Fer whe weuld beach yen but tb. verb «'I love '

Thie je botter than hie epigram en Madame du
Chatelet, which is ingenieus, but net sufficiently
explicit.

One of the meet elegant epigrame ever writton
was that which Lord Chesterfield was said te,
have compeîed impromptu at a baîl in Dublin,
ilOu eeeing a young Jacobite Lady dreesed with
Orange Ribb.ns : "

"Slovely raiter, where's the jest
O f weariugOrsnge ou thy breait,

Wbihe that breast, npbeavlagi, shows
The whiteneis of the rebol rose 1"

This reminds eue cf an "'anonymons " quatrain
" On serne Snew that molted on a Lady'e
Breait : "

"Those envions flakes rame down lu haste,
To prove ber breast lois fair,

Grieving b cfud themeelves anrpaîsed,
Diselved mIe s abar."

But still more exquisito than either ie the well-
known epigrain in which Congreve sud Semer.
ville collsborated, sud which they represeuted
as sddneased by s Yorkiet prinice te a Lancastrian
lady, slong with the gifttcf a white rose. It je
almeet toc farniliar for quetaticu

If Ibis pale rose offenfl yonn shght,
It iu yonr besoin wear;

'Twilh blusb tq fini] ilseif hegs white,
And turu Lancastrian there.

But if tliy riby 111) il spy,
To kisail ehouldst 1ho0 deigu,

Witb euvy pale 'twill loge its dye,
And Yorkist turu agita."

This, it seems te me, is the v.ery perfection cf
elegant admiration.

One cf the most flattering things one insu
ever eaid about anether was what Richard Ken-
dal said about Dsvid Garrick, when comparing
him with bis rival, Spranger Banny. Kendal
wrote, il hes which are botter known than the
namne cf the ingenieus author :

The tewn bas fouaf ont different waye
To praise ils différent Lears ;

To Barryilt gives loud humuas,
To 4lurriok euly leur.

A kiag I Ay, every inch a king--
8uch- Barry doth appear;

Bat Gsrrick's quite another thing-
He'@ every loch King Leur."

As it happons, Garrick himself was as neat s
haud at s complirnt as any eue that ever lived.
Hie fluent verse is deserving cf more recognition
than it receives. How elegaut it sometimes
was may ho gsthered frein these linos, witten
in Edward Moore's " Fables for the Fernale
Sex :

"While bore the peet paisti the charme
Whicb blase the perfect dame,

How uuaffected beuuty warms,
And wit preserves the flame!

Now prudence, vîrtue, songe sgree
To form the happy wife;

Iu Lucy sud ber bock 1îe
.The Picbure and tht% Life 1"

Even more happily expressed je Garrick's epi-
tapl oni Clandius Philli ps the musician, the con-
cluding couplet cf which runs :

Sleep nudisturbed within Ibis pesceful ibrine,
Tillagels wake thee wiIb s note ike thine."

Mi-P. Grierson, toc, lrad an epigram on s lady-
friend, which je even botter "put " than the
sheve lires by Garrick. 1 refer te the linos ehe
sent to the Heu. Mrs. Percival, sloîîg with s

does net remember his fameus tribute to Sir
Isaac Newton ?-

Nature aud Naturs laws lay bld ln night:
God said,' Let Newton be l' and ail wue light."

Âllaîî Ramsay lias a couplet almoat identical
with this ; but a general consensus of opinion
gives the priority of authorship to Pope. Nt,
indeed, that the "great littie poet" was superior
to plagiarism. Take hiselines on Sir Godfrey
Kneller, for example. The last couplet runs as
follows

"Living, great Nature fearsd ho might entyle
Her works, and dying, fears herself may die."

This ie admirably expressed; but the ides je
taken bodily from Cardinal Bernbo'se pitaph ox%
Raplisel.

Pope's niost successful epigram iin compli.
ment was thé- immortal couplet which ho wrote
on glass witli Chesterfielda diarnond pencil:

"Aoeept a miracle iustead of wit:
See two diill lines by Stanb.pe's pencil wrlt."

To thie, at least, lhe has an irrefragable dlaim.
Swift was another of the "courtly poets ;

and was guilLy of many a poetic offering to lovely
dames. This ie what he wrote " to Mrs.
Hongliton, on her praising lier Husband " in
the presence of the witty dean:

"Yen aiwayis are making a ged of your apouse,
But tbis neither reason nor conscience allows
Perhapo you will say 'tisinl gratitude due,
And you adore hlm because he adores you.
Your arguments& weak, and se you ivili find;
For yen, by Ibis rule, muet adore ail mankind."

1 pase over Dryden's fanîcus epigrarn on1 Mil.,
ton, as uuwortliy of tlie admiration which lias
been lavished upon it, and corne to Wsller, yet
another of the Ilcourtly poets," whose lines
IlOn a lady who writ in praise of Myra " are à
very fair example of hie cemplimentary vere.
H1e wrote:

"While shepretenda te make the graces knewn
0f matobles Myra, she reveals ber own -
And when she would anotber's praise indite
la by ber glass instructed bow t. write."

0f Herrick's perfect littie cameos of compli.
ment, addressed to the beauties (real or licti.
tious) wlio inspired hie Muse, take the followiug
lunos as an example:

"Roses at flrit were white,
Till they oould net agree

Wbetbsr my Sappbo's breait
Or tbey more white shouid be.

But being vanquisht quite,
A blush their cheeki bespread;

Since wbxcb. believe the rest,
The roses firit came red."

In a very similar toue writes an anionyînous
author inIl "Wit Restered " (1658):«

Shall I tel you how the rose aI first grew red,
And whence the lily whiteness borrwwed 1
You blusbed, and straight the rose witb red wae dight,
The lily kiised your band, and so wss white."

Witli tiis, sud a more reference to lien Jonisou s.-
celebrated tribute to the worth of the Countess
of Pembroke, 1 close these few desultory notes,
in the hope that, after ahl, we have not seen the
asat of the epga of compliment, but that it

nîay by sud b b ble to rival successifully the
admirable performances of the past.

W. DAVENPORT ADAms.

HUMORO US.
THE 5.year old son of a family tlie other day

itood watohlng bis bsby.bretber, wbe was naking a
irreat noise over bsving bi& tface washed. The littie fel-
10w ai length lest bis patience, sud, stamping bis tiny
feot, sid : " You tbink you bave lot^f trouble, but you
don't kuew anythtng about it. Wait tili yeu're big
enungb te gel s liekin' aud then yea'il see-won't ho.
mamma V"

AN advertisement in an exclisuge sys a
"large gray gentleman'. " shawl bis heen lest.

That's singular. Now, If it hsd been a large gentle.
man's gray sbawl, or a gray large gentlemlan's îbawl, or
a gentleman's large gray sbawl, it weuld, ofourse, have
beau different; but the thief who would steal a shawl
froni a large gray gentleman deserves to bave bis bair
turu gray in one nigbt, and ongbt te ho made wear a
gray striped suit tbe baience cf his day..

M USICAL AND DRA MiTIC.

MR. HERtmÂNN LiNDE, the German Shako-
speartan reader, bas resd the trsgedy of Macbeth iu
Steinway Hall, New York, with siaccees. le repeated
the whole of the play frem memory sud rend tbé parts in
character. Ho bas a dosen or more volces, which be
uses wlth equal flexibility sud effect.

EDWiN FoRREST snd Charlotte Cushiman for
yearî grreatly admired une aneother. Each declsred that
the ether was tbe greatest dramatic artlst living. Duriug
the war they both agreed te play in "Macbetb, " for the
benef t of asasnitary fond. They hsd nover been ou the


