o edifices, “where the firc-places &re. "O“Sh“"t"d back to back, and,

© _the n.ccounts whe km,vg' that they

: npact, with that slight draivba
aches “itself: r-loss’ to:all semi:

) :whxch eﬂubxts 1tecltm th

menon;: that when-"

nlwuyb comm down tho chxmncy of thé' back” parlour ‘of N 5. 2,
.and so on throngli'all the roonis in’ the  house." But' this ad-’
witted—and T think “that. fall” :justice has ‘never. nt Jbéen’
rendered to the qm:;ular mm_muty 'of the British Builder who
first eflected this contrivance—the, housé was' convenient and
" pleasant enough,’ with the regulnt:on onk- -graining in . ‘the
parlours, and: bmi‘s-eve maple” in the drawing-rooms, mth
white ¢rockery ‘door-handles and . finger-plates,- mnrbla _paper.
in the hall, a small garden in: front, a larger'one in: the rear,.
_terminating in a part-Gothic, part~Chlm..<g,, m.rt-bv..ehn-n, and
‘wholely (‘ocl\nuy summer-house ; 'a flight of very white 'steps;.

evergreens in pots masking the l\ltchen windows, » umhoqtuu-‘
pmutcd door, and bronze kuocker and foot seraper of cingue-.

~eenta design.. The Jellicoes wwere generally reganled as ¢ well-
to-do.” - Mr Jellicov was o stock-broker and  substantial

" eapitalist.’ There was' hothing Stock Exchangey, or tisky, or:
uncertain about Mr. Jellicoe. - James never speculates,’ MN
Jellicoe was always saying, although, to do-her  justice, she
‘understood as little about heér b\hb&\nd’h business s any . wife
ever did, and that is saying a good deal; but the statement
LOH\‘LV(:d o hér mind a comulatory sense of repose, “and - safoc
nUss, and solidity, " *James never speculates.'” ¢ I made my
monm such as it is) Jellicoe would occasionally confess; when
melted a litte by that superb port he produced on high' days
unly—: I made my money in the great Capel Court year. You
know when T mean as well as any man  Ab, that was a timel

1 never bonght a share for myself—all my tmnmctmns WOrg .

for others, and my comxmscwus amonnted to—well, a very
tidy litile sum, 1 can tell you. " So Jellicoe.. 1 l\um\ thereo
< are ofhers who doubt the facts of this statement; they say that
Jelicoe always secured allotments of shares whcn th()) were
worth having, and though he did not hold them long, always
managed to sell at a protit. - T don't know how this may be-

perbaps, when he rhour'ht his success pretty certain, he did |

not eall it speculating : but when there was that fnghtful fall
in guarantewd \hdmmnx and Ohios, I, for one, observed that
Jellicoe looked a little alarmed, me an.er all, that is neither
here nor there.

Mr. Jellicoe always left Notting Hill by the nine o’clock
emnibus, retnrning home to dinner at six o'clock. He was a
s punctual man, and had never been known to miss the
omnibus, or to come Lhome late fur dianer.  If the cook could
not bave that raeal ready at the appointed hour she was dis-
missed Mr. Jellicoe's service.  About time and about money
he was a jealous disviplinarian. The rumour went that
Jelticoe kept account of his own personal expenditure even by
double-entry ; that he closed his books strictly at the end of
the year, and drew up a balance-sheet of his assets and lia-
bilities  He was always, it would secm, . prepared for
bankrupiey—the secret for suceess in which art seems to be,
that yoit shall be as careless as you like with your money s0
long as you are careful with vour books,  Jellicoe was ready
at any moment to place his schedule in the hands of the com-
missioner; and take the necessary outh about. it forthwith.
Now, if there was brier in the ﬂowen path of Mrs, Jellicoe's
married life, it was in Tefvrence to this martinet. scrupu-
lousness, of "Jellieow's with regard to money. She was,
wenerally speaking, a ‘happy woman-—a ln.rgcly t’raxmd
amply covered, serene, sedats, comfortable woman, with a
sty home, an aflectionate husband and a group of robust,
hearty children about her; but that auditing of her hou‘u:-

keeping ook by Jellicoe! She was not a clever woman ; still,
she had learned the use of the globes and Persian pamtmg,
she had acquired F rench from a Parisian, and singing from a
member of the Royal Academny; as a nchonl-n,lrl she had
worked one of the maost clabomte samplers that ever.was
seen, crowsded with a]pbﬁbﬂi stars, yew trees, fire-works,
pnroqvwh and wreaths of .1owena ‘but she was open to the
charge of arithmetical dv:ﬁolcnue‘, which became the more
appalling in the exaggerated view it pleased. Jellicoe to take
of the matter of figures,  Mrs, Jellicoe was not a good
accouniant, awd the conscquent oceasional Adetus and confu-
sions appearing in the house-keeping- books were the subject
of serious dncua‘smn between Mrs. Jellivoe and her lord.
Usually, the Jellicoes, after the withdrawal to rest of their
c‘hltdrcn passcd togeiher evenings remarkable, if not for live-
liness, at any rate for placidity. Apart from hls newspaper,
of v\mch institution be was n thoroughly British devotoe, Mr..
Jellicoe was not a great reader.  5till, he snbacribed to the
great. bibliotheca in New Oxford Strcet ‘aud, a8 he seldom

changed his books, wes probably one. of the Iibrarian's most

esteemnud customers. There was generally a novel in process
of perusal by 3fr. and Mrs. Jellicor, and of this a chapter was
rend every evening after the children bad gone to bed. - They
steadily took up the book at the point at which they had put
it down on the previous evening, always keeping a “stop’ i

to mark their.progress. ‘This was not mpid, but Mr. Jcllwog,
appearcd 1o deem it sufficient, and that he was thus kecping

himself au courant thh the htcmtun, of big time in a decidedly”

commendable way. " There was this remarkable fact shout the
reading, that whenever ‘Mr. Jellicoe read aloud, Mrs. Jellicoe
_ invariably went to sleep ; and if Mrs. Jellicoe read, then 'Mr.
 Jellicoe ruposed. The resalt was, that though jOlﬂUV, perhnps,,
they might have passed & tolerable. examination in. the' ‘book,
severally, their acqrmmtance wnth nt w as ofa chnmclcr mthcr,
detmhui and’incomplete. ., :

Jut there were: evenings, when Tclllcoc was TlOtr mchned for,
nuvcl-rcadmg, and ‘still" less for sléep s when he was fenrt‘ul]y -

nnromantic and wide -awake; 'when ' he would: produce his
desk—solid  mahogany, with' ‘heavy hm.ss mounhngs—and,
commence: what he'éalled 4 checkin he: hmme—kecpm ~book;
It wasa dreadfal time for Mrs. Jellicoe,
“ta giveall rcqxured cxpl-mnuons xhomustsubmltto.thc most;
. probing’ questions ; she ‘must bc_ ,f
Suswers ; ghe,” who Kr w ivhat  fear

 that she hsd‘ made: lu.r bead ‘ache for a- who]c ‘dny
. recollect - some forgotten’ expénditure
. Bystem of wlculatlou vas hopelessly faulty.a R
- réposed, ample w at she. w hi p_
‘and: cowcud on'the 8ofa ‘}nIc Jel
;~{rownmg mtensul}——-but thatis
T h

p
,km.pmg exchequer
the

1-T1\\‘re wasg ‘gloom, thero:was silence.

the twe. ends pro;echng on’ i

: Y
Thiz wh«.la audit. Lould only\
It ydellicou ';zmd ‘there was'
a8t disappolntment,.

¢ ignominious dis

erthe brenkft\st of th(, cnsumg mormnp;
You could "hear’ the-
lumps of sugar fall’ gmhugly to the bottom of the-cups; you
could hear the tea gurgle out of the pot the dry toast cmcklu
and:yield beneath the. crunching. efforts of Mr. Jellicoo.
¢ Missy,’ stirring her bread and milk, made qmto o noise - with
the spoon. ~Missy, othierwise known' as™ ¢ Totty,’ ‘was the
yvoungest svion of the House of Jellicoe; nnd on condition of
being *.good,’ which meant mx\]\mg no noise, nud. only. speak-
ing \\]u.n she was spoken to, was permitted to broa.kmst with
papa. -The young lady's. brot)mrs had been up for some time,

n N
A cloudhung OV

‘and werd now sulffering under the'efforts of little Miss: Burkc,

the governess; to graft education on them ; a painful business
for all concerned, though Jellicoe was prmul of Bob's being put
through bis third declension in'the Eton Latin Grammar,

| They were nice, clean, red ‘and white, musenlar ehildren, but

not clever, In the dmtnuw they were attired as Iuh Roy
Macgregor Compbells ; i thu cvening, especinlly alter dinner-
parties at Jellicoe's, thev appeared as - fo many infantine
Hamlets, Princes of Dummrks, in black velvet and silk-tights,
Mrs. Jellicoe bent over. the: tea-cups, - Sho looked ruther’
dismal and preaccupied. . She' was deterred from attempting
conversation by the pottcntiom air of Jq‘llium If she ever
crught his eye, he immedistely turned away, to regard the
‘black marble clock on the mantel-piece, as tlmubh to measure
his time for the omnibus. Missy spooned away at her bread
and milk, survering her silent parents now and then with her
great, rmmd wondcrmg blues cyes, but saying nothing,
{Time is tima !’ and Mr. Jellicoe rose to put on his boots, He
was prone to indulge in that deseription of sagacious proverbs,
He was for ever saying, * Time 12 time,! < Money is mouey,
‘Business és business,” as though he found great solace and
suppaort to his commercial constitution by the applieation of
such tonic truismas.

f Mamma is coming to-day,” observed Mes,
engaged a fly, and is going shopping.’

tIdon't sce that we want anything,’ replicd 3Mr. Jellicoe,
moodily. ¢ 1 hate unnecessary purchases—I1 hate bargains .

¢ Well, James, the children’s frocks’

CWill do very well for the present, 'm s

* They must have some summer things,'

PWell, wait till the summier comes @ it’s a white
mommg

¢ And then, there’'s Meeker's (lmm-r-purt\ next woeek; and

Jellieoe : tshe's

frost this

T ———
fWell, you've your amber satin—what more can you want ?
The expenditure lately has been ruinous—anite ruinons,
Amelia. There; don't =ay anything more. [ must go now,
or | shall miss tlu. “bus.'

He kissed his wife, mther flabbily than tendecly, it wust Lo
owned ; he kissed me also—on the chevk, hor lips bcm;.,
domkd with bread and milk—and went his wm’

tNo, no, he said, as he desgended the BROW ~white qtvps'

five pounds rs five pouud% g ’

And that was about the amount ot the dn ﬁ« teney in Mrs,
Jellicoe’s housekeeping-book.

If you once conceds that Mrs. Jellicoe was a stnut woman,
youn cannot then escape from the admissien that Mrs, Ye rkm-.
the mother of Mrs. Jellicoe, was a very stont woman: she was
Lﬂl‘ler,‘bmndcr, heavier, aud more sweaping and snperh in
every way.  When Mrs. Jellicoe wore silk, Mry Perking wore
velvet; when the danght(r appeared in lace and ribbons, the
mother was to be seen in jewels and feathers,  Not that there
wags any competition hetween them; Mrs, Jellicoe L onee cem-
fessed the guperiority and inimimhi!ity of her parent,

f Isn't Ma a wonder?” was an enquity she continually sub-
mitted to her friends  *How she wears! More than sixty,
Yez, her own hair. ‘No, not the ringlets—those, of course, are
put on. Lovely complexion, hasn't she?  Aek her to sing.
She'll be ao pleascd.  She Aad & splendid voice’

Upon_ rolicitations consequent upon thess remnrks, Mrs,
Perkins ‘was occasionally led to the piano, a muhmg r-nnl'-
broadening her already broad and mther thhul face; and tho
1n=trumcnt belaboured Ly no gentle hand, a xtrong ;{uiturnl
gort of contralto voice was found ta be.in her possussion, and
Benny Jlundee was trolled out with n gtaceato gusto quite ex-
hilarating to hear. I don't fancy that Jellicoe himrelf greatly
relished these musieal ¢bullitions on the part of his mother-
in-law, but they had become too cestabiished institutions for
him to be able to vepress them very soccessfully,  Nor was
Mrs. Perking a woman eary of repesssion: if yon were not
awed by her guperior size, you could hardly fril to «nceumb
before the treinendous Lourlhnow of her manuer.  1f you did
not yield to her glance, ‘you went down instantly before her
smile. . Besides, she hml ‘some  experience in fascinmtion,

Threoe hushandsg  had, in turn, led Mrs. Perkins {0 the altar:

she had, in turn, mourned them all; was pow £ alone agnin-in
the: world ‘a8 bht‘ phrased it; and _)F’L not-much the worse for
her troublcs—-—shll smiling: and velveted, smgmg nnd ringleted,
feathered oud )Lwellcd She had’ made two or three voyages
to'India, and her house was cnuaequcntl) crowded with Tndian,.

and Chinese, and Jupancssmarvels, Shie wag'n first-rate hand
at’a curry, and fook her tumbler of brandy-pawnee every night'
‘before’ nhc went to bed, with a regalurity said by her intimates
to'have been ncqmrcd in the. _)unglc - 8he' was . good-natnred

‘Lnough in_her:way;. which “wns rather of the violent and im-
-petuous; had a strong, Hearty, man’s laugh, which she never

.drulmed of spanng, aw ondcrful passion for, }ni)[an c-ostumc'
‘a strong affection’for ber only duughter (Amelin,or ¢ Mcly ! ny

;1 she ealled her); and great respect for Mz, Jelicoe.
- She¢ must wait thero.

that of old thcre had besn: severe contests for supremacy  be-
‘tween Mrs. Pe,rkmu and her son-in-las, and that gome vigorons

- line of action.on:his part, endmg in'the defént of the lady with
‘| great loss,: hnd. .won for-him her vencration and sibmission
’ thcnccforth H e wna too good-nnturcd to bo m-vc-rc in his vig-:

e ulllco;. had: prohibl tul p(.n.mptom y nll
€ his honsehold.:

"'WLH Mely; love; liow ire.you? asked Mra, I’erkms, ns shc

d out of the'Ay, which, by the by, tilted and sloped very.

id go,:for T can tc][ yoi slio ‘vm(,hcd 8 triflo. Slm

rv;-tm'd 10 Tust Umtﬁ

I funcy '

"Pv.rkins took W

“his dinner.

‘, Amal in;
‘room.,

75T was nobmly—-ILwna nothmgl

ildren. “That'a all

of :8horry and & crust:Conch- .
to hier’ olmno(ccr—-‘ you.

T almll atop horo zm"

. nmmslf tha n:mmous pcrmmsmn Mrn
hatisha called’t a glass of ﬁhcnr,) and n cruat,’
whieh rcnllv _conkisted of Lhreo glasses of ‘sherry, n plenuful‘
supply of cold ronst beef, and a bottle of Guimu,ss- “but per-
hiaps sho only intended to apeak gonorally.

4 Pws very ('mss,’ aaid Amclm ¢ I don’t know “lmt to make
of him. " : ‘

A he, though ? IInve some Gumncaa, Mcly? Do ; it will ,

do you good.”

“I"think if one could hm o arrivi cd at Mrg. Perkin's notion of
a really enjoyable: afternoon, it would have consisted, firatly,
ina phmtxfnl lnneh'; and secondly, in'a pmlongrd earcor of
shopping afterwards,  Sho n]wn)s dromcd magnificently on
these oceasions;: and the way in which she sailed into shops ;
nlways prncecdmg to quite the far end of them, nearly swamp-
ing the wminor customers she pasged in her progn:as——lmr grand
manner to the shopkeeper, and the courtesy with which she
inspected his wares—now n\rnrdmg her:sovereign approval,
and now her srovereign contempt: these were, indeed, fing
thinga tosen. .~ Certainly the trouble rhe gave wns not ulwnyu
proportioned to the valae of her purchases. Bat it is to be pre-
sumed that something of thc‘cny.wmcnt she experienced wasy
imparted to- the merchants she “traded with; at lenst, thay
evineed . no dlsmclmntmn to obey the mnndntc of Mrs,
Perkings.

‘T want a new bonnet, nnrl A new mnntlo and glovrs and
boots, and ever 50 many lung-‘ Comg nl(m;: Mely,  tere's
Bay fis, We'll have a nice long afternoon’s shoppiug.’

And the two ladies drove off.

Miss Burke, rather heated from a long educational struggle
with her theeo ulmr;,cs and having heard ¢ Missy* gaspingly per-
form on the piano tlm beautiful welody, Ina Cottage, smid
the jeers of her brothers, cscorted ber pnpxls Qll 0 CUSLOmnry
constitutionul parade in Kensington Gardens,

Mr. Jellicoe was cross when he went away; there ean be no
doubt of that from Mrs. Jellicoe’s point of view,  le was no
better when he came home again, Mrs Jellicoe thought bim
very much worse., ¢ Qan James have been rpeculating 2 she
asked hemself, ¢ Things must have gone very wrong indeed in
the city!  Certainly, about this tinee, city articles in mornlng
RCWSPUPOCTS dese nh«*d money us being u;:ht and a fecling of
uneasiness as being prevalent,  There had béen & tremendous
fall, too, in Connecticut Junctions, in which it was believed
that Jellicoe had an fntereat; and the dircctors of the Whenl
Polly Mine, it was gaid, had refused Jellicoe's application fur
an allotiovnt. Of course, T -spesk with diffidence of Mr.
Jellivoe's business doings 3 to outsidery, all craflts appear in-
serutable aud mysterious, - I on'y koow that Mr. Jellicoe was
always to be scen rnning mtw.-ly about in Throgmorten
Strect, with his hat rather off. his head, a pen in one hand,
nud aslip of psper in the other. No doubt, this was nll as it
should ba- and he was getling thmngh n }.rvm. deal . of work,
althongh be was very much - more out of his office than in it.
But it was «"vidcml) not only tnsiness matters thay weighed
heavily upon Mr. Jellicoe, :r fndéied, thv) welghedat all. Mrs,
Jellicoe had been detained mt)u-r Inte | in her shopping 3 was
not.dressed in time for dinner; and both Mr. Jellicoe and the
dinner. had had to wait, .\ twithstanding, the codfish was
underdone. ALl this was pmvokmg bt above all, or rather,
under 1ll, was the old gricvance of tht- mirtake in Mru Jellis
cov's aecounts. Mr, Jellicoe had not forgotten that, and Mrs,
Jellicoe knew that he had not,  As for Mrs. l’vrknw to do
justive to her astuieness, she pereeived at once that, as rﬂhn ox-
pressed it, ©J, was ns crosa ng two sticks and nee 'onhm.:h' de-
clined n reluctant ‘invitation ‘to dmnvr and gnave orders to
Paylis to drive home,

Mrs. Jellicor was dircomposed at breakfast, but she was even
more seriously disturbed at dinner.  Bhe hardly ventured to
address any remark to her hurband ; occasienaily, she looked
towards hitn, but only abstractedly.  She ate spnrim(l_v, sOe-
times lnying down her fork altogether ((ng rome minutes, then
resnming it hurriedly,  Mr Jellleoe could not foil to notice a
strangeness in her manner, He wasa heavy, rathor olstinnte
m':m Lutl e was not unkind, “Are vou ill, Amelin 7" he asked,

\o Jawmes; thank you!

He went on with the sherry, for which his table was so justly
celebrated. He had paid: his wife the attention of asking after
her healih, and considering the mood he wasin, it was perhaps
all that muld be expected of him, ¢ Thia mmmt be only the
mistnke in the housckeeping-book,” she raid, and he continued
Runuing about in T hrogmnrmn Street, it aeenied,
was provoentive of appetite,

There was @ knock at the door.  Mra, thrm- started.

¢ What's that 7" nsked Mr, Jellicoe,

! Only a parcel, T think, Iumcu, raid \irs Jc]llcm‘ in a meck
explanatory voice. ‘

< Who for? o

¢ Really, Jnmes, Io—-I don’t knov.
Mrs Jellivoe was mildly deflant

¢ Amelin, 1 wish to know.’ -

At thig Juncmra Parker, the pnrlmn-nmld put her hvml in
at the door and said ; ¢ Please, sir, 1V8 for me, sir.’

She must-liave ‘bhéen: hst(,mng,] should Lhmk or clso she
acted in pursuance of instructions. “Mr, Jellicoo was silenced,

Tow should T know?

‘but not mmshod, Mrs Jellicoe partly relieved, but not \\holly

comfortable.  Missy and the RobTRoya eame ln for desacert; t.h(-u

:reception waas not enthusinstic, .. -

0 pa) erigs Tolly, tderv's n man in back- pnrlonr

¢ Nonsense, Totty ’su;n mamma;
"t Whatdoes the ¢hild: mean 7 naks Jc]licoc. A

£ 11U absurd, but ) go and pee.’

Iellu.oc wm: not prepared for sudden- nctlon on thc parl of
or perhaps he would have’ stopped her. “Sholefl tho
‘Jelicoe told tho Rob ‘Roys not to make 8o miuch noise,
and listened; - ITe: Lhongbt. he henrd voices in the back-parlour..
He rosc to go onL after hig-wife:: Then he' hcnrd the strect-

“toor shiit, and in'n. minute ;Amelia returned; rathor. palo, but
”rubbmg fuer white. plump hinnds” I.ogctlm

'1 Lh nn nﬂuctcd )

chccrfulm'ss and - unconcern

Ju]licoe looked angry,; puzzled, nnd incroduloua. ’I’otty wu_.
huﬂy wnh nlmonds tmd rmainn-'tho Rob Roys. were hurd at .-




