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THE BATTE OF MELMERDY.*

DY TUE ACTHOR OF THI JIALLS OF THUE NORTU.

[wezir ax ::.\'mu'wsa.]

. . There Is niat

A walley of morce quict happiness,

Bosom'd in greener trees, or with ariver
Clearer than thine—there are lixh hills,
oM Lilke barriers by thy side.
‘The bright viver .

an areosw by, broyant as youth,
Rejoicing in its strength—on the left sie
Tlalf hidden by the aged trees, that time ¢
s sparedd as honoring thelr cane iy
Tha ol .:i'cy chureh ; its mossy walls,

And ivy.covered windows. tell how lonz

1¢ has been swred—there is a e path
Winding heside yon ill : no uclzhbonring helight
Comuiands so wilil a view ; the aneient spire,
The cattages, their gardens, and the heath,
Spread far beyoud, are in the prospect seen’ -
By glimpses, as the greest.woud gives way.

L. C, L.

Thr o
those which eonstitnte the Dorder Territory ox
Neutial Ground, near the contines of Scotland,
called tire Fells. ‘The stupendous and magnificent
“* seenery in this wild distriet is every where inter-
i amd placid lakes, and

spersed with green valle
woods and rocks and waterfalls,

Tt has, however, for weres, heen so genernlly re-
sorted to by the lovers of zll that is grand and
pictaresque in nature, and has heen so often and
so well deseribed by abler pens theare mine, that it

"is by no means row anunknawn region.

Ta those, huwever, who ave familinr with the
stugiendaus ‘seencry on the Continent of Eurepe
alt heve wvoulkd be tame and insiguificant, were it

" not for the recollectivrs with which thoso scenes

arcforeveras

¥ monntains in Englandof any note are.

with which they arc every where peopled. Evc}y .
Lill top has its airy sprite ; every lorn or lako®

its fearful wraith ; every woody scaur its terrible

and relentless  barghaist ; every stunted ‘and,

hollow tree its Logle, while every cavern,. dnrk”

and deep, -vetaing certain-indelible marks of the

‘Dlootdy revels of the giants, and is still haunted
hy ;some : deformed . llbl)i;'bbli:l, the shrivks of
whose tmavenged victims ave souietimes even yet
heard, with Fearful distinetness, by the; terrified
shepherd, when overtaken by the night in his

lonely wanderings in those haunted spots. ~In a™: -

word, there’s poetry and romauee in every thing
conneetetdwith these Fells; even in the numing of
their very pames==the. lofty Helvellyn !—the
grevSteydenedge ! Tn the ferce Helm-wind asit
howls through ‘the *dun-coloured sky’ neross
the vale of LEden, into every recess of which
its thunders are echoed ‘lack from the black
and eraggy sides of - the towering Skiddus, In
the “heather, the broom and blue-berry which
fovever bloow, and adopn,, with their odonr and
Leauty, almost every ‘serap of populue mountain
poetry, aye and prose tun, it theve be such n thing.
What wauld the Etvick Shephord be, away feom
his native hills and the bracs of ‘the vapid Yar-
row?  What Wordswozth, nway from his sylvan
haunts on the greea mountain side ? or the
.Opium-Tater any where buz on the very brink of
some cavern “mepsurcless toman?” Where elso
indeed coukd n toothivss mastitf have howled a

_response to the castle bell as it _loll‘(l,' with its iron_ )

tongue, the midnight hour 2 What, in short,
wouldour arch-cnchanter be, take away his moun-

ocinted, and the supernatuval beings | tains with their-concomitant rocks and woods

“Melmerby or .\lelnlmrhy.
. ut the ninth ur (enth century. |
Jr‘)lv.)ltu,cr oides by the parishes of Oushy and Addinghnm,

" gnlued in the king's books, at £12 118, 53d. and was \vqr(h.

e e - T

New é.-.:ym.-_\'or.. W.No. 7

was the habitation of Melmar, a Danoy who first imzrored and cultivated the country,
It is a mall manor aml parish, bounded on the ¢t by Cross.Fell, st an the
“The church is dedicated to St, Joho, and is rector(al;

A century ago, about £70 ayear, . | .




