
THE MISER'S CRANDAJGTE1.

wh0t talled in question by Madame Merveille, to
the oube was an entire stranger ; on the contrary,

dte't and surprise she had expressed, were a
the Ig testimony to the beauty and perfection of
the oVers, and vhen, in the course of a few days,
the raurned to the milliner with the two Japonicas,

ekly acknowledged she found it impossible to

7th that which had been given for a pattern, and
tr true French politeness apologised Io \t adelaine

Word. wrog she had done her, iin ever doubting lier
After t •els hi j, M adelaine dovoted herself almost ex-

Cît,?.l te the manufacture of flow'ers, in which
to deed in ail she undertook, she attained un-
to 0 1 Perfection. Madame Merveille was glad
rai her as many as she could supply, as she
1Pidy resold them to her wealthy and fashionable

t i rs, at exorbitant prices, though she herself
Idead them at comparatively trifling cost. But

he ne vas satisfied with her gains; they enabled
lar lnulge, when she could relax from neces-

anl In the luxury of bonks, and to exercise
i t ttle charities knovn only to herscf-to grati-ry ofthgal Wants of Phebe, and the craving de-

lfih Parent, whom, notwithstanding her many
iteetiaWeaknesses, she loved with deep and fervent
1 for thIn fact, she would have felt herself rich,

but th at Parent's foolish and idle extravagance
9een ntiment of filial reverence ivas eo inter-

ntpri h her habits, and vas so deep-rooted a
e f lier heart, that she would have toiled

e througlh the long hours of the night for
1 h ans of her gratification, rather than have
ftel elOm lier unreasonable desires, what she

i t extravagant to grant.

enty this period, Mrs. Dorival was taken sud-
en , and after a day or two, lier disorder as-

tit so alarming an aspect, that poor Madelaine
a i e trials of her life, had beet Lght com.
:q lth this new and sore affliction. Mr. Dori.
t iuld not Consent te have a physician called,-
t, ng that, in spite of her tender end careful
ti her mother became rapidly iorse, Made-
8ig re t the dread of hi, displeastire in the agoniz-

dispae that ie miglit be taken fronm her, and Shi
on Phebe, when her master vas ont, to sum

lud ighbouring physician. le shortly came
lot onced Mrs. Dorival's disease a fever of i

he ypdhui Character ; but lie spoke encouragingli
, atten tom and promised te be punctual i
t Was tlie, and make his visits at hours whei

Ail e eculstom of M r. Dorival ta be absent.
h e pttience and strength both of Madelnine

a lO te, were put te the test during Mrs. Donri
n and tedious illness. who was more lielp

id. unreasonable than a spoiled and pettet
Se, etthough poor Madelaine's cheek grew
il kbdher eye often drooped with weariness, ni

Word escaped her lips, nor was any tri
20

Ring care omitted by her, which could yield relier
or pleasure to the sufferer. Day and night, forget-
fui of herself, she hovered around the bed of sick-
ness, often ready to faint with fatigue, yet cheerful-
ly sustaining herself, rather than disturb old Plhebe,
who slept on, unconscious that her hour had cone
ta arise, and relieve the watch of the exhausted
girl.

The expences of lier mother's illness were so ra-
pidly consuming the little hoard ivhich Madeleine
had laid by, that she felt the necessity of resuming
her labours, in order to furnish the invalid with those
comforting, yet expensive articles, required by sick-
ness, and on which, perhaps lier life, certainly, un-
der Providence, ber restoration depended. But lier
services ivere in such constant requisition, that it
was only when lier mother slept, or during the long
hours of lier niglitly watchings, that Madelaine could
make any progress in lier work. This incessant fa-
tigue and anxiety produced ils baneful effects upon
lier health; lier appetite left her, and lier fading colour
and languid step, attracted the notice of Doctor
Moreland, who, having early penetrated the widely
different characters of mother and daughter, posi-
tively commanded lier te take better care of herself,
and to give herself time for rest, and exercise in the
open air, or lie would not answer for the consequen-
ces, te lier over-wrought and exhausted frame.

le also spoke seriously to Mrs. Dorival on the
unreasonableness of expecting such unremitted et-
tendance from lier child, and warned lier, if she did
net wish te see lier lying on a bed of sickness, to
spare her strength, and call more frequently on
Phebe. And so Phebe was called, but she was slow
and awkward, and the selfish mother, in the desire to
promote lier owns ease, forgot the Doctor's injune-
tions, and her daugl)ter's exertions and fatigues.
Madelaine best knew how to prepare ber medicines,
te make ber gruel pa!atable, te place her pillow in
the easiest position, and se Madeleine was again
constantly summoned, and with her lif:ht step and
her beaming Smite, she came ta shed joy and com-
fort over the lianguishing couch of her parent.

The uinfeeling mirer haid never entered Mrs. Dor-
ival's ipartment since lier illness, end the satisfa-
tion with which hie heard from Phebe that she was
" too desperate bad" ever te recover, was sincere

a and undisguised. le resolved within himself. if

r the mother was taken off, that lie would get the gist?
i apprenticed to some milliner, and se fairly rid him-
s self of bothburdens et once. . But it pleased Gid

to render vais the calculations of his avaricions heart,
far Mrs. Dorival, when the crisis of ler disordes had

- paseeli. began slowly te amend, and was at length
Sn far restored es no longer te require the attend-

d ance ot ber physician. On the day e his lait visit,
r Madelaine th'anked him from her heait for his Pkill

, and kindness, and requested as a favour that he

. would piesent his bilL te her, whiel% ai he had cali-


