On the Creed. : 1T

Batsince we are originally depraved, and bhave actually sinrsed,
so far from having any claim to happiness, we are lizble 10 just
punishment for ever—and least of all could we have any cluim to
such happiness as eternal life and glory. * But “ blessed be the God
and father-of our Lord Jesus Christ, who of bis abundant mercy
hath hegotten us again unto a lively hope, to an inher itance incor-
ruptible and vrdefiled, and that fadeth notaway, reserved in Hea~
ven for us.”  These then arz the privileges of the Christian cove~
nant—and for these how thankful should we be to the Father « who
hath made us meet to be partukérs of the inheritrmnce of the saints
in light"—how careful should we be fo walk worthy of God wha
hath called us to his kingdom and glory; for our right to the privi-
teges of the covenant must ever depend upon our performance of
.the obligations of that covenant. M, on the cne hand we may en—
title ourselves by the bountiful pravidence of God, and by the
merits of Christ, not our ewn merits, to higher degrees of future
happiness in proportion to pur conduct, yet, on the other hand, we
cannot be entitled to any degree of this happivess, any longer
than we practise that holiness, in which we have engaged to live,
and without which * no man shall see the Lord.” We shall be
acknowledged 2s children only while we obey our Heavenly Fa-
ther—and “the baptisin which saveth us” is not the outward
< putting away the filth of the flesh, but the answer of agood con-
science towards God.”
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(To be continued)
ON TiIF. CREED.*
No. L
St. Mark it. S4.—Lord, I bclieve ; ke'p thou mine unbelicf.

Haviﬁg, at our first enlistment into the congregation of Ch'n'gt's
flock, promised and vowed to delieve all the articles of llz_e C /n:zstlan
faith, it must certainly he a profitable direction of our attention to
consider the several articles of our beiicf, comprised in what is com-
monly termed the Apastles” Creed.  To this, as containinga sum-
mary of the Christian dactrines, we are required to yield that

_Jaith which is, onour part, the first source of our acceptance by
God—the primary and indispensable condition of our admission
into the covenant of Christ. Although elernal lije be, originally,
the gift of Geud, and our redemption by Christ the sole effect of

* The reader of Pearson, Barrow and Secker will readily discover that this
article posscsses little merit beyond that of compilation.
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