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Pharmacotitîcal Association of Mani-
toba.

h'lie aniiual imîeeting of tie Pharnacu.
tical Association of Manitoba, which took
the forin of a convention, for tie first
time, was held on Friday, tie 23rd inst.,
in tie Sons of Enugland hall, Portage
avenue, Winipeg. The gathering, though
well representing nuenirous parts of thre
province, would have been larger had
there been fewer attractions for strangers
on that day in the city.

Proccedings were opened hy tic presi-
dent (Mr. Flexon), who extended, on be-
haif ai the council, a cordial welcome to
visiting niembers, and thanked then for
their attendance. He remnarked that the
council had for soie time realized an at-
titude of indifference an the part of the
Association, and lad made this desperate
effort to bring, if possible, al the mem-
bers of tire Association together to dis-
cuss matters of importance, commercial
as well as pharmaceutical. Some papers
of îmuch value, le stated, would be read
and discussed, and lie was sure the writers
of the papers liad given their subjects
thorough attention. le was equally sure
tie same gentlemen desired frce criticisn
of the views contained in the paliers. He
lanented the fact that the annumal ncet-
ings of the past lad been attended by
very few of rite nuenbers, and felt ag-
grieved and ashamed that such indiffer-
ence should exist. The council had taken
the utmost pains to do its duty to the
Associatidn, and had it transacted the
work of the Association ith carelessness,
or apathy, it could not have been blamed ;
but fidelity had been constant, not for thre
mere love of tle work, but for the sole
desire to bring the Association to a
standard of recognition by thre older and
larger Pharmaccutical Associations of On-
tario and Quebec. In co:icluding his
prelimîinary reniarks the president took
occasion to tender the thanks of the coin-
cil and of the Association to Messrs. Mar-

.tin, Bole & Vynne Co. for their gener-
ous invitation to dinner at tihe Clarendon
lotel.

The order of business then hegan, and,
after the statement of the treasurer, and
the reports of the registrar and auditors
lad been disposed of, the president, in his
address, brefly reviewed the present con-
ditions and declared hiiself well satisfied
vith the financial affairs of tie Associa
tion, pointing out tie large increase in
the assets, and tie steady e -crease in the
liabilities up to March ist of this year,
and which have been since reduced by
$175. Fie believed tie future prosperity
of the Association was assured, if the
members were truc t. their charter and
lived rip to its principles and were faithfil
to its by-laws. A conparison of the Acts
of Quebec and Ontario was nmade, and
thoughi perhaps tie Manitoba Act lacked
the clearness of expression and thie coim.
prehetnsiveness of that of tihe first-lanied
province, lie considered it had so far well
suited their needs. A few examples of
clearness, showing not only tire absence of

vagueness, btut the itipossibility of milsin-
terpetration were (then read. On turning
to thle Ontario Act le found thercin sonie
features unhîke anything in tlheir own.
Sub.sectionl 2 Of section 4, for instance,
requiring every memblluer of the council ta
be actively cngagie in business for hin-
self, and thre folloving sui section relating
to Ilhe t erritorial divisions of Ontario. By-
laws 1.3 and 15 o! th1e saimle Act were read
to show that while in that provice there
are six ex.miners appointed on a salary of
$2o ach, for the six subjects, tie Pharn-
acetitical Association of Manitoba ei-
ployed but three exanilners at a salaly of
$io eaci. le proceeded to say that
however well or indifferently fraied acts
and by-laws imay be they <lo not and can-
not controi tire ebb and flow of Ile drug
trale. Causes are ai work which will
undermine any' branch of commerce, one
ce tihe foreiost and hardest to deal with
.a tlie drug trade being tihe alarming pro.

portions of druggists to given populations,
and while lie could not understand tre
driuggists of the lower province complain.
ing with about one druggist to every 6,ooo
people, it was very easy to urderstand the
prote.ts wlicl were heard in Ontario,
where the proportions were one in a,4oo,
and still muich casier to accouint for thre
pitiful cry which caimle fron Toronto, in
which city one druggist to every r,3oo
people could lie fouiid struggling to iake
a living. There werc other causes lie had
no doubt for thie unwelcome conditions of
the drtug trade, but which would likely he
presented diring the day's discussion.
'lhe satisfactory work done in tie lecture
roomi for thre last two courses was referred
to. Dr. Hutton had been aided very
iuch by the separation of the minor

and major lectures-the to) courses now
runniniug concurrently-the minor begin-
ninîg in Septenber and finishing at Christ-
ias tiue, immîuediately followed by an

examination, and tire major beginning in
January and expiring on May i, followed
by the major examinuatioii. Thus each
tern lias four months, and a candidate, if
lie lias been four years in thre business,
can take his inlor lectures, and if at thre
end of the tern lie pass his examinuation
can go at once into thre major tern.
During the tern i office of tie present
council thiirty.two students lad written on
their minor examinaJion, fifteei of whomi
had failed, and six ont of seventecn hîad
cone to grief in their major. rhe slaughi-
ter lie thouglht vas io larger than with
Pharmaceutical examinations elsewhere.
'lie large percentage of failures could not
lie accounted for. The cause would not
be due to thre teaching, as the disasters
were as proportionately as large in Pliiia-
delphia, Montreal, Toronto, and oilier
large cities, where the very best of tcachers
are to be found, and where thie most
ample nmuans for acquiring pharmaccutical
k-nowledge are at the convenience of the
student. Muichi lie thought could jus-
tifiably be done by examiners in endeavor-
in- to put the candidates at ease, and to
caln their miniuds in the examination roon.
The improvements in the pharmaceutical

laboratory at the medical college, and the
onerous duty of lecturing nuw solely de-
volving on DI. lutton, who had applied
for assistance in this respect, but funds
vere lot available Io iîect his request.
Vith a brief reference to miembers' fees,

explaining why tie council had not seen
its way clear to make aiy reducions, the
president, under the next ordcr, which
was that of miiscellancous business, called
for the reading of papiers. To say that
the papers were exceedingly interesting
would but ill deine their remarkably
elever auithors. Vith lie exception of Mr.
Flexon's paper, which icquired no discus-
sion, as it was simply a review ut chen-
istry for the 6o ycars of Hier Majesty's
reigi, the papers of Mr F. E. Arkell, of
Carberry ; Mr. A T. Andrews, of Glad-
stone, and Dr. lutton and Mr, John F.
H-oward, of tis city, werc proofs of tie
practical ninds of these gentlemen. Soie
such schieme as that advocatdd by thie first-
naned in his l Drug Trade of the West
and How to Protect It," wouild undoubtedly
prove beneficial to the drug trade of the
province, and would just as certainly regu-
late the clections, and in this way prevent
any connivance of members of the Associ-
ation situated in Winnipeg in running a
ticket to suit thenselves ; but it is a ques-
tion if the membership of 95 is large
enough to divide the province into six or
any other nuniber of district., for tie pur-
poses mentioned. The subject, consider.
ing its breadth and scope, could not at
the limited tîme of the convention, re-
ceive the exhaustive treNtmient which it
deserves ; but the proper attention %vil) be
given to it at the next council meeting.
" Side Unes that Pay " is a very absorb-
ing topic, especially i the hands of Mr.
Andrews. Living, as he says, in a coutn-
try town lie has naturally written from his
own standpoint, and very skilfully has
lie accomplished the task. Some ai his
fellow ountry druggists iight receive in-
spiration hy a perusal of his paper. The
views of Dr. Hutton on Pharniaceutical
Training and Education " were listened to
with a great deal of pleasure, and if lis
suggestions were acted tipon there would
be no mentally unripe youths entering
drug stores. He laid great stress on the
necessity of a student possessing a
grounded habit of study. The doctor
was particulaily happy and to the pointin
speaking of tie apprentice in the follow-
ing terns :" If lie shows a willingness ta
work and to learn, and his employer takes
an interest in hini, and secs that he is
enabled to devote say an hour a day in
directed study. If he is fortunate (nougi
to he in a store where thre tinctures arc
not all made fromt fiuid extracts, and
where as many as possible of tie galenical
preparations are made on the premises,
and where the various steps in thei mai-
ufacture are explained to hini. If the
prescriptions received at thre store are
vritten by several nen who think for
themselves when they prescribe, and are
dispensed .by the mixture of preparations
which he has scen made-then will that
apprentice render an account of himself


