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The extensive svorks of tlie United States Stamping Co., Portlaîîd,
Con., were burned on the ist; loss $400,Oo

BRITISH AND FOREIGN.

Lord Ripon will returl bomne front India in a few moaîtls, and 1-raath
thinks t!înt Lord Lorne ivili be his successor as viccroy.

Great stagnation cxists in Uic shipping intemest upon tlue Tyne. Over
a huîîdred vessels and 1,5o0 men ire idle.

Ircland is paying $56,ooo,ooo for land rents, but $6o,ooo,ooo for strong
drink. Stop howling about rerils tilI you have settled the drink business.

Tlîe Grand Trunk Railway Company announce that the acconuts for tlîe
lialf year endcd Deceniber last show t!îat the scventy per cent. net reveniue
accr ning to tlîe Grand Trunk wi!l permit tlic payment in fnll o! tic dividend
on first and second preference sliares, and thrce and a1 quarter per
cent. per annum for tic half-year on third preference sbires. 'l'lie
balanre carricd forward is about ,(.ooo. Tlîc tluirty per cent. of revenuei
accruing to the Great Western slîare capital covers the paynient iii full of
the dividends on preference and ordinary stocks, leaving a balance of
£4,ooo for the reduction o! tie defucit o(f the previous 1)-lf.yeair.

At Madrid, specuhators have stebscribed£1I20,000 to raise a revoltîuinary
movenient siiliar to tlîat of August, 1883. The Goveronent ire fü!ly
infor mcd ini regard to. the plot.

The steamer Bertha collided svith the barque Amelia at Gibraltar.
Nine persons were drowned.

Seventeen of the crew of tic barque Trinidar'. froîn Pensacula, ha'"e
arrivcd at Liverpool. They report that the>' abandoncd thie vesse! in a
watenlogged Londition Feubmr'y 24 th. The uzaptain and tu rernaindur of
the crew refused to quit the sliip.

Tlîe trial of Christian Auigust Selmer, Minister of State of Norway, under
articles of imnpeachmeînt, wsas concluded at Clîristiana on tlîe 27th. He
was adjudged guihty anîd sentenced to forfeit bis place as minister and bis
mernberslîip of tîle royal counici! and pay $5,ooo costs.

Congress. asseînbled in Bogota on the ist inst., and, aftcr scrntinizing
.tlie votes, declared Dr. Rafi Nunez President of t!îc Repnblic for tic
term which commences April ist next

There have been sixteen suicides and tvo mtirders ait Monite Carlo since
the ist of January. It is stated that the newspapers publishcd in t!uat
district have becai paid to suppress a!! mention of tîle tmagic events.

It is annonnced that M. Charles de Lesseps wi!l visit Cairo in April for
the purpose of obtaining concessions whicli wi!I permit the construction of
a second canai across tie Isthmus o! Suez.

The Island of Chios and roîvns of Chesme and Vourla, upon the miain-
land, have been visited by an carthquake.

Earl Dufferin. lias askcd the Porte for satisfaction for the manner in
which officiais at Smyrna have been treating foreign coasting vessels. T!ucy
have prevented steamers cmbarking passengers and rcnioved the Union
jack from English vessels.

Montenegro is making preparations for a campaign in Aibania. Six~
thousand men have been concentrated on the frontier. Prince Nic.holas,
of Montenegro, designs to setule the frontier question this spring by scizing
the tcrritory which Montenegro dlaims.

The Czar has dccided to convene the superior Couiucil at St. Peters-
burg to consider the Socia!ist question and enquire whether there really
exists a powcrful Nihilist party, if so, what its wants are, and liow thev
may be satisfied or be crushed as the demands o! the country may require.
The counci! ivil! bc composed o! representatives of the ruling classes and
ail heads of the administrative dcpartments.

Advices state thiat there is a great financial panic at Pekin, and mnany
native merchants and banks have failed. Bank rates for silver are rapîd!y
declining. Merchants in the interior have stoppcd aIl trading ventures, and
the populace througliout the country is greatl>' excited.

Despatches fromn Trinkitit report a severe check to the Soudan rebels
in the forai of a terrible defeat inflicted upon theni by British troops under
General Graham, on Friday hast. The discipliner' soîdiers were too much
for their untraitied antagonists, who, howevcr, fouglît pluckily and liard for
haîf a day. The rebels Iost r,ooo killed. Gen. Graham decidcd to reniain
at the Wells of Tcb for the day and night. The spoils taken fromn ]aker
Pasha ivere in a large measure rccovercd. The losses of the British in thc
fight was 24 killed and 142 woundcd. The B3ritish foices capturcd four
Krupp guns, two Howîjtzers, and one machine gun. Osman Digma is
encamped eiglît miles off. A battle with him is cxpccted. Seven hundred
men, ivonen and clîildren l.ave àrrivcd at Suakim from Tokar. The rebels
mutilated thc British dèad that feil into their hands.

HOMIE INFLUENCES.

Whlo's that, 1 woîider ?" said INrs. -Seaburn, iis shte hecard a ring at
the basernent door,

IlAli ! it's Ma.rsliall," returned lier husband, who had lookcd ont it (lhe
wvindow and recogniscil the grocer's cart.

IAnd whant have you hiad sent honte iio%, Hlenry ?"
But before Mr. Seabuiru c.ould answer, Uic duor of the Sittîing moni was

opened, and onc of the domnestics lookcd iii, and abked -
W!îat'il 1 do wid Uic dcîniijolilis, muni ?"
I)enijolîns ?" rcpeated Mrs. Seaburn.
l'ut tlier in the hall anîd l'Il attend to tliciii," interposed the hutsbind.
Henry, what have you sent hionte now ?" tue wvifé askvd aftcr the

doinestic hiad gonc,
"Sorne nice oki .atItdy,'* replied H-enry.
Cora Seaburn gl.uncd Up at the cdock, and dieu louked clown tupon

the floor. Tiiere %%as a Jeloud upeun lier fair brun%, and it wab very evident
thiat suimethinlg !ay liem 1il> upun lier lieart. l>resenitly bile îval!wd to the
waIl and ptulled the b)eli-curd, and tic stuninonb was aniswered by tlie
claiabernmaid,

Arc George and Chiarles iii their rooin?
Yes,m'm,
Tell thein it ts school-time."

'te girl wcnt ont, and in a littie wlîile two boys entered the sitting
un, wit!î tlîeir books under their arms, and their caps i tlîemr lîands.

'rhcy wvere briglît, hiappy, lîcailthful fellows, %vitlî goodness and trnat stiniped
upon tlîeir rosy faeand tIi,. liglît of freu eoslîesgleuiing ain tic:r
s1>arkling cyes. George wasb tlîimtcn ),cars of age, and Chiarles eleven;
and certainly thosc twu piarents had reasun tu bc prui of thcul. 1i lie
boys kissed their iiother, gave a hiapp!y Il good nîiorning " to thecir flitler,
and thien went away to sclîool.

"lConte," said Mr. Seaburn, sortie tinie aftcr the boys lîad gone,
W'hat ankes you so sober Y'

"Sober ?" repcated tie wife looking up.
"Ycs. Von Il.-ve beeti sober and mnute ever since the grocer camie."
"Do you want mce to tel! you wlîy ?»
"0f course I do."
WVell, Henry, I arn sorry you have !îad that spirit brouglît into the

lionise."
IlPooh ! what's the use in talking so, Cw or? Vont won!dn't have me

to do without it, would youi ?"

"Why, what do you nican ?

"I nacan that I won!d cnt clear of tlîc stuff, non dnd forever."
But-Cora-you are wild. Ml'hat slîould we do -at our parties with-

ont Witte ?»
"Do as otliers wlîo have it flot."
"Bnt-nercy I-wî t old people say ? Are yon afraid I-but iîo-

I won't ask so foolislî a question." '
IAsk it, Henry , let us speak, plainly, now tlîat %vu hia" fairly coin-

mcnced, '
il Well, I was about to ask if you wvere afraid that 1 should cver-drink

too) mneh ?"
"That's fl a fair quebtion, Henry , I %vab flot t!iinking of that at ail1,

but I %vili ans%%et it by arnd 1»c. Von lîa, c nu fixted appd:itc foi it now?
Il Of course not."
"lThen it would not cost ,ou any effort of wil to absîiain fiom ils uise?"
"Not a particle."
"And yen oiy have il iii thie lionse, and serve ilt w yonr fricnds and

drink it yonrsclf, because il is fashîlonable ! or, youi do il becauise others
do it?"

I do it because "-said Mr. Seabnmn, liesitating in lus clîoice of lan-
guage-" because il %vold appear ver)' odd, and vcry niggardly, aiîd very
fanatical, flot to do it." This last was spoken cmphîatica!ly.

IBut," l)ursued 'Mrs. Seabumn, witlî tlc caliiess and assurante of une
who fécls the snstiining influcncc of righit, " ýuu %vould not du %%hat ýuu
ivere conviiiced was wrong, ont of respect tu ai» suuth-cunsidteratiuns,,
would you ?

"VYon know I wonld not, Cora. Titis questionî of temperance, I know,
is a good one in the abstract, and I arn wmlîng to live up to il as I under-
stand it; but I an no tettota-ller."

IHenry," said his wife, with an camnest look into lus face, "I ill you
ainswer nie a fcw questions ?-and atlsver tlîem lionestly and trtuly, with.
ont eqiiivocatioii or evasion ?"

i3,less mie, lhow înctlîodically you put ît, Cura. But I will answer."
"Then-first, - Do you helieve you, arc youir fmîcnds, are in any way

benefatted by the drinking of intoxicatirlg bev-eratges it your board ? lîalt
is, do you derive an>' real good fronu it ?'

"No, I can*t say that ave do."
Do yon thinl, tue time lias ever bcîu, Silice WC %verc illarried. twhen

we actuail>' nceded ivine in the house, eithuer for our health or comfort ?"

gaits anù


