
THIE AYVISER.

iiîticle, and had a niotion that, by ivearinoe it, lie
%votld be spcedily cured. The couîîtess tioughit
lier soii'Xs reqliest rather odd; but, being loath to
refuse anything ilmat ivould give him even a
visionary satisf'actionî, she instaatly set about lier
inquiry aller ]ie hap1 îiest lady in Naples, withi
the viewv of requesting lier iind offices after the
nianner described. 11cr euquiry --as tedious and
dificuit; everybody she could think of, or wvho
wvas pointed cut to lier, 'vas found, on searching
nearer, tiu have lier owni share of troubles. For
some ttune, slie alinust despaired; but havingr
nevcrttîelcss persevered, illit icnOth wvas intru-
duced tu oiîc-a miiddle aged married 1ady-who
flot onlv appeared tu have ail the imaginable
miatcrial*i ot* worldly bliss, but bore every exter-
nal mark of being cheerful and contented in lier
situation. To this unfortunate dame the coun-
tess pieeèrred the request, making the circum-

tncsof tlI case lier only excuse for so strange
ain application. ,My dear coiintess," said the
latdy,, "sare ail apology, for, if 1 had really
been qualified for the task, I wvould most glIadly
have undertaken it. B3utif vou will just followme
to anotiier roomn, 1 w ili prove to you that I arn
thc niost 9niserale ivomau iii Naples." So say.
ing, slîc led the motiier to il rmonte chiamber,
where tliere 'vas iiotliiîng but a curtain which
iiung from the celling tu tic fluor. This i. *ag
drain aside, she disulosed, tu the horor or lier
visitor, a skeleton lining from a beam! IlOh,
dreadful !' exelaimed tue countess: "1what
ineans this ? The lady booked inourafully at
lier, and after a minute s sileniue, gav e the fol-
lowing exj)lanation: Tihis,"- she said, "1 vab a
vouth wlio loved me befure xny marriage, and
Nvhom 1 was obliged tu part with, w~hen my re-
lations compelled me to inrry niiy present lius-
band. We afterwards rutineed our acquaintamice,
iliougli with nu evil jutent, and my husbaad was
to mucli infuriated at fanding him une day ina my
presence, as to draiw bis siord and rua him
îlirough the heart. Not satisfied with this, lie
caused bila to bu hung up here, and every niglit
and înorning since thlen, lias compelled mue to
corne and survey lus remaiuis. To the ivorld, I
inay Itear a cheerful aspect, and scemed to be pus.
sessed of aîl tie comrorts of life ibut you may
judge if 1 eau lie rcaily entitled to the reputation
which you have attributed to me, o r bie qualified
to execute your son's commjssion."

The countess Corsini readiiy -icknowledged
ilhat bier situation was most miserable, and retired
to lier oivn liouse, iii dispair of obtaiiiing what
she was iii qucst of, seeing that, if anl apparently
lmappyl wvomnaî had suicl ao secret sorrow as this,
wlhat ývcre those likely to have Nvho bore nu sucli
appearance? IlAmas,"ý she said ta hierseif, Il no
one is exempt froni tic disasters and sorrows of
iife-therc iS a sketon, in, every ?Lo1se !-

Wicn sbe reachced home, sie found a letter
conveying intelligence of ber son*s deatb, whiclu
Ili other circunistiinces would have overturned
lier reasoni, or broken lier heart, but, prepared
as ,shc was by the foresiglit of lier son, pro duced
omîly a rational degrree of grief. Mlien the first
acubte sensations wvere past, sîme said res9ignedly

to lierself, that great as the calamity wvas pur-
bably nu greater than wliat lier fellowv-cieatures
were enduring every day, and aime would thierc-
fore submit witlî trauquility.

The applicotion of this tail tilnged as it jiý
with the peculiar hue or conttinenîtal manner-s
and ideas, must lie easy to every one of aur
readers. They must see howv great a fallaey it
ia tu suppose that others are, more geîîeraily
thman ourselves, spared auy of the commua mis-
haps of life, or that ive, in particular, are under
the doom of asevere fate. They mny be assured
that beneath many of thc most gurgeous shoNv-
of the world, there lurk terrible sures, ivhicli
are not tlic less painful that they are unseen.
The very happiesti ooking men an'd wumeil, the
most prosperous mercantile conccrns, have ail
their secret cankers and drawbacks. Thme pride
the noble, the lunmry of the opulent, evcu the
dlignity and wurship of the cruwn, ail have a
something tu render them, if it wcre known, less
enviable than they appear. We neyer, for our
part, enter upon any ghitterimg and mouiiificent
acene, or hlear of any persun whu is rcputed tu lie
singmularlyhappy, but wve immcdintely thimk of the
probability which exjsts that our own humnbc home
and condition, dispuseri as ive sumeimes may be
to rapine about thcmn, comprise just as mucti of
wvhat is to, be desired by a rational man as the
otber. Even su, iii the great capitals, -%vhere
affluence and luxury are s0 wonderfully concen-
trated, and ahl the higher orders appear s0
singularly well lodgcd and fed and attended to,
ive cannot hclp look-iig to the other side and
ing-ining f or every une his own particular
maisery. The houses appear likze palaces; but
the idlest spectator may lie assured of it, as une
of the incuntrovertible deecees of Providence.
thot there is a skeleton in cvety une of then.

PRFaaÂcrx.-The "riglt kind of ke<ch
ing"i you neyer ca have su long as you keep
teacherrs ut it si-, hours, uny moreé tliau you cati
have Uic Ilriglit kind of preaehin,-," su long as
you kee p the preachers ait it haif the week, and
ail day Sunday.-Crancla.

THE BIBLE.-In the adaptation of the wvord
of God ta intellects of ail dimensions, it resem-
bles natural liglit, which ia eqnally suited to the
eye of the mjnutest insect, and to the extendcd
vision of man.

F.&xE is a undertaker thaï, pays btit littie
attention to the livinîg, but bedizens the dead;
furaishers out their funerals, and flows timem
tu Uic grave.

"Reforms have falien juto the bîands of un-
gudly men." Thea it i8 because of the remisa-
ness and coldness of tue cîmurcli.

The mind lias mure roum. in it thun most peuple
think, if you would but furnish the apnrtmcnts.

Greatacas of mmnd is always cumpassionate.


