TRUTH.

darkness in which all were crowded together
futho tent concoaled thom from observation
anit both folt, without a word, that as yet
they must not betray themselvos,

Magdalen was dresscd in o fantastic garb
of crimson petticoat and black velvet bodice,
thst might have been supposed originally
Italian, ,but for fringes of gilt, Elittcrlng
sequins fastened hero and thero, which jing-
1:3 and tinkled asshoe bont forward now—
not rising, but bowing with a sort of care-
less grace in aunswor to the shufllingsand
murmurs of curiosity, and some encoursging
hapd-claps from her little andience inthe
twilight tent.  Her oyes gleamed so keenly
from under & whito head-dress, adorned
with falso jowols, as she gazed forward, that
Blyth and Joy felt as if she muss see them /
And yet shedid not; her gazo wandered
restlessly on all around,

Then, with a weary alr that sho seemed
at no troublo to dirguisc, the bo-tinselled
countess took up a mandolin that lay on an
old leopard-skin rug at her feet, and care-
lessly drawing out a prelude fromithostrings,
be‘ﬁ'm theeong two listening thero know so
well, ¢ Taza be taza,”

Moment by moment, the well-known air
and her own voice svemed to excite the
singor’s feeling, howover, The old artistic
apirt, only dormant till then, broke forth

in. Her oyes flashed ; her voice grew
clearcr and stronger ; her whole form took
a momentary fire and grace of youth, it al-
most seomed, for & few ﬁeotinq moments,
a8 atrikiniher band onately now and
again on the wood of the instrument, draw-
ing out deep eounds, and then moving ber
fingers rapidly up and down the strings in
a (Prcamy, sweet-tinkling, almoat laughin
accompaniment, Magdalen chanted the old,
old, old love-song of Hafiz,

An honest burst of applause drowned the
Iast notes as they lingeringly died away,
Despite the shufllings, hoarse ¢ Brayvo's,”
viclent stamping of umbrellas and thick
aticks on the ground, and sucn-like marks
of want of refinement in the criticism, it was
good, genuine praise.

As such Magdalen folt it, with the quick
magnetism of relations always establiahed
between true orator, actor, or singer and
sudicnce, who so greatly influence each
other. Sho bowed and bowed agein, and
smiled with just such a delighted air as
Bisthand Joy remembered so well seeing
her wear in the glen—when, hidden in the
bushes, thoy first saw her sing and dance to
an imaginary crowd of spectators, For the
moment she belived heraclf a star, a prima-
donna, at the height of her trinmphs ! The
travelling tent was a great theatro ringing
with acclamatiors !

A few momenty of gratified silence. Mag.
dalen sat amiling as in adream.  Then the
nolsy calls, clappings, and stamping burst
forth agaln from the crowd, eager for an.
other song ; the red-faced manager anxious-
ly movea as if to attract the singer'sat-
tention, but, thinking better of it, stopped
himself.

‘* Best not, Bill,” he muttered, replying
to the urgings of his assistant, ¢ this werry
particlar star of vurs might fly out uponme,
you kvow. A star, he, he! Humph, more
liko n shy-rocket. The countess is in one
of her humors to-night axd wants Aumoring,
Icantell ye. My amm is sore yet.”

Hush ! Silence! She has begun agaln.

B-titisan old Englith ballad this time
* A north ccuntry tald up to London had straye'd,

Altheugh with her nature it dil not agroeo :

She wept acd sho sigh'd, and she bitterly cried:

I wish onco azain tn the North I could be,”

. Snin the simple, well-known wouds tell-
ing of home-sickness, longing, pining for
the fresh air, tho freo life, the love left bo-
hind her, of the dear ones away up yonder.
What is the matter? Thesinger’s voico has
begun to grow fainter, to falter; tho sad-
ness of tho words is infocting her own heart,
(70 BE CONTINUED.)
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Preservo your conscicnce always soft and
sensitive.  If but ono sin force its way into
that tender part of tho soul aad dwell there,
the road is paved for a thousaud iniquitics.

Excspt in very raro instances which -
volveactnal wrong-doing or very serions
Injury. cvery promiss should bo rigidly kept
and every tesolution scrupulously carricd
out.  Caution and reflection should precede
every determiration, but shuuld nover be
suffered a subsequent frcedom of ioterfer-
eace, When weo have onco decided, onco
resolved, ouco promised, suspenso should
case, and thoaction should bo considered
virtually done.

OHARLES OHEERYBLE'S OHATS.

PEOPLE WITH A GRIEVANCE WHO ARE NEVER
HAPPY WITHOUT ONE-—BORES-—CIARLES
DOESN'T WANT TO BE CLASSED 4S ONE.

Did it over atrike you that many peoplo
seem to be abeolutely miserable unless they
have a grisvance of some kind or another?
It has me, and I'm sure that it isso. Was
it Sydney Smith or Douglas Jerrold who
said that women were really rather glad
than otherwise when their husbands atayed
out Iath at nighta—because it gave thema
grisvance? It was one of the two, I feel
pretty nexrly sure and, at any rate, itis just
such a speech as either one of them might
have mado

Now, all of us must have met, at some

time or another, peopls who are conatantly

complaining, either becauss they are never
well themselves or their relations are not,
or because they are, or imagine themselves
to be, the most unfortunate creatures under
the sun, for this, that, or the other reason,
and yet these people wonld feel completely
wretched if they had nothing to complain
of. It may be that they are ao constituted
that tho aympathy of othersis indispensable
to them, and they are, on that account,
compelled to pour the tales of their woes
and mitfortunes iuto the ears of their
friends to obtain that sympathy ; but they

21 are none the leas nuisanoces for all that.

If a man forms an appetite, say for strong
liquor, and gives way to it to such an ex-
tent that it becomessecond nature, and then
insists cn calling on us because he knows
we happen to keep a little of the very best
brandy (for medicinal parposes!) in the
house and because, out of our geod nature,
we cannot bear to refuse him when he re-
questa. ‘‘nip” thereof, we soon get tired of
the visits of auch a peraon, though we may
rolieve his wanta for the time balug; but he
is no leas a bore and a nuisanoe than those
folks who are always ailing or sempiternally
{alling ont with their servants, who persist
in coming to us with faces a yard long and
lugubrions tales six times that length, and
look to us for sympathy. In ninecasee out
of ten their woes all arise from thei. own
folly or bad temper, or some such thing.
Poasibly their troubies are only imeginary
after all, but they must have a grievance,
and if they can't be unhappy they are not
happy at all, their greatest happiness boing
unbappineas, which sounds uncommonly
Emerald Isliah, and is redolent of O'sand
Macs and prayties !

1f you refuse such people your sympathy
you only add fuel to the flames, for you
then heap a fresh grievance on the already
large pile, and make thess unfortunato peo-
plo fairly ecstatio with grief! I merely
make mention of this class of folks in the,
I foar, vain hope that my remarks may

be productive of good. Isay Iam afraid
the hope is vain, for, even if this article is
read by these people with a grievancs, they
will never allow that tAey can possibly be.
long to that class, Oh !dearno: your bore
ig always delightfolly unconkcious that he
is & bore, though the fact may be as plain
as a pikestaff to all who are 80 unlucky as
to Ve his or her friends., Persons with a
grisvande are the worst kind of bores —
thatis, if the{ persiat in unburdening them.
selves to others — and they moatly do.
They, like all bores, are eminently s:ifish,
andas it is & minor species of sinto be
selfish, wo must conclude that bores are
minor sinners,

Another very objcctionable kind of a bore
is one wh?l ima .bl?n th&; too m\ilnch Ofriﬁh
prosing and grambling, when pat into print,
c&}xlx be of any hmi;e“ m n;den,ngg
who inaists on go and aro,
and rambling o% txfl gnl readers begin to
think he is not only a bore buta fool.  So,
to avoid being inciuded in this class I thiok
I had botter come to & atop at cnce.
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ANSWER TO PRIZE OLOOK AND ENIGMA.

of the Enlgmasent In in response t> the questions
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the winoer, Miss Baxter, of Thorold, having evl

in the lssue of TruTH for March 7th, the above lun‘ ‘boen ‘uloeud as most deserving of tho prize

od great palns in tha preparation of the prise

clock which is given above.

Hahroael, Gen., xvi, 11.12.
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Joking the Joker.

Sometimes it is rather a dabgerous thing
to teach a knowing bird, like a parrot,
¢ricks that involvo some other person'a dis-
comfort, for theso lessons may conceal a
boomerang which will bit back.

A lndy in England had a parrot which
she tanght to wake up her sister, who en.
joyed morning naps, by flying againat her
face and shouting, ‘‘Time to get up, Maud
—time to get up!” The parrot learned
very 3uickly, snd the lady ::f':ytxl her sis-
ter's discomfiture, One morning, however,
when she was very sleepy, because she had
been up so late the night before, this lady
was awakened by a smarting senaation at
her nose. She brushed her hand across her
face two or three times, and then dozed off
again, only to bo fully awakened a minute
later, to find the t pecking vigorously
at her nose, which bled profuscly, and
screaming, “Time to get up, Maud—timeto
get up, Maud !

The laugh was turned, and this particu.
lar trick was henceforth discouraged in that

t.

A gentleman owned oneof those mischief-
finders, a magpie. This bird was very fond
of shell-fish, 8o that when his owner placed
some pickled cockles in his larder he took
pains to tio parchment firmly over
the top of each jar, It wasnot long, how-
evor, before the skin was torn off and some
cockles oaten. Nobody could bo found who
would confcss the deed, and the thefts were
repeated, until tho cook, hearing one day a
crackling sourd in the larder, hurried in to
find Mr. Magpie, with the akin off a jar of
cockles, ocating away as fast as he could.
This ‘so oxasporated the wowan that she
hurled at the bird a ladlo of boiling fat,
which she had in her hand, exclaiming, *So
it's you, you razcal, that's been at the
cockles 1"

It was » hard punishment, fo. all the poor
little fellow's feathers camo of his acalded
bead, leaving him bald over *.ter; and he
nover forgot tho cause of »ls misfortune, as
appeared afterward. Juo night among
someo visitors at his ma tcr's house was a
geatleman with a bald head. Tho magpie,
which had _been perche..on the edgo of a
vase, suddenly flew to this gentleman’s
shoulder, and with his head tippod on oro
side in quizzical fashion, sqacaked out, *So,
iou raacal, you've been at the cogkles too,
aveyou?”’ :

Inoreassd Duration of Life.

Tho stage to which we have at present
attained may be stated thus: Compared
with the period of 1838.1854 (the earliest
for which there are trustwortby records)
tho average of a man's life is now 41.9 years
instend of 39.9, and of & woman's 45.3 in-
stead of 41 9 years, an addition of 8 per
cent. to the female life and 5 per cent. to
the male. Of each thousand males born at
the present day, forty-four more will attain
the age of 35 thau uscd to be the cass pre.
vious to 187}  For the whole of life tho es-
timate now is that of 1,000 persons (one-
half males and ove-half females) thirty-five
survive at the age of 45, twendy-six at G5,

nino at 65, three at 75, and one at 85, To
pui the casein another way, every thou-
sand parsons born sinco 1870 will live about
2,700 years longer thaun bejore. In other
words, tho life ofa $housand persous isnow
equal in duraticn to that of 1,070 persons
previoualy ; and 1,000 birthe will now keep
up tho growth of our population as well as
1,070 persons used to do. Thin is equiva-
lent in result to an increase of our popula-
tion, and inthe best form, viz., not by more
births but by fower deaths, which means
fewor maladies and better health, What is
more, nearly 70 per cent. of the incrcase of
lifo takes place (or is livéd) in the <‘usual
period,” namely, between the sges of 20
and 60. Thus, of the 2,700 additional
years lived by cach thousand of our %t;h-
tion, 70 per ceut., or 1,890 yerrs, will a
direct addition to the working power of
our people. It istobe remembered that
there might be a great addition to the
births in a country with littlo addition to
the national working power~nay, with an
actual reduction of tho nutional wealth and
prosperity—sceing that. as regarded as
“‘aconomic sgents,” children are simply a
sourco of expense, and 20 also are a msjor-
ity of the clderly who bave passad tho age
of threo score.  On the other band, as al-
ready said, only one quarter of the longer
or additional life now enjoyed by our peo

lo i pavsed in the useleas periods of child-
good and old sge, and muro than eno-third
of it is lived at 2ges when lifo is in itahigh-
cst vignr, and most productivo aliko of
wealth and enjoyment.
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Th res things to caltivate—Good books
good friends, and good humor.




