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OHÂPTER Ii.
"I1 amn glAd to zooelion, Mny doat; jeu

&rel very like jour father. I hope Yon
wili be bappy bore. Very like yonr

father, lndeed. Yeu do not remember
hlm. mv dear Il'

Bir. Talbot droppcd the baud ho Isa
been limply baklng, and turned 'with the
lut norvouc question ta lits wife.

11 do not 1" ase ausvered cnrtly.
"ÂAnd perhaps, Artbur, ycu vii shlow
Mies Vans to take lber place at the tabla.
You bad enc'ngh ta say about the Ukenosa
babvoon ber and ber fathor tat night."
",But lb la aveu more romarkable là the

dayllght," the banicer pcrasecl, vlth the
leoble deflance of thie uttorly hmn.peced.
s"You locked little vorn and paie tat
ntghb, but yon are froah, a a roue thla
mornlng. I hope yen alepb voit."
"4And did not dream of Mis Muffat l'

pnt ln Frank, Who, fallng to sccnre a
sont beoude the pretty stranger, -,ad been
vainly ondeavonrlug to attrsat ber atten-
tien Scrons tho table. aud niov thouglit
that Ibo hada attaila bis end.

,Eh, wbab la that Homaie frlend ot
jours, my dear 1' the bauker aaked curt-
ouaiy ; belDg, a Uittle dea!, he caught the
vards ouly ni an lmperfeot fashlon, but
ho saw the qulok balf.frlghtened, half*
appeillng look lu Ils3llaenls bine ayez,
,na iceuted, ais ho thought, a mystery.

No,"l Mms. Talbot broke lu, in a toue
that varned the well-trainod husband to
uk ne further questions. IMIS *Vane
trsveieda dowu frocs. town with Oonstauco
Meredith, and vas driven horo ln the
Hall carrnage."

lir. Talbot nodded two or tbree tiene,
and stroked lt white monuab with a
long shaking baud. Hl os a taialender
man, 'wlth a haudsome weak-looldihg face,
aud a manner lu whlch tlmidity and gond.
nature seem>:d oven strugglin, for the

bMlgdalen fuit, hi the. filab moment ef
meeting wlth ber fatber'a cousin, that ho

e t JeAtt vould, b. hier friend Il ho dared ;
but she feit aso that bi& daning wonld
carry lft bnt a littIe wsy ln any con floet
wlth bis vile's Importons viii.

So lb vas rather the removal cf a
frlendly than a protectlng promencs that
stie regretted, whon at lut Mr. TAI-
bot rosa ta go; ana ho hlisoll took bic
depanture vlth evIdent relief.

'I weuder vhy wemen bate esch othor
inausno an nreasoning fasblon 1" ho

thought, as ho shook the shadov of do.
mestia dorp:)tism from hie shouldersanu
drore down te the bank, where ho vas
reaegnized.ss lord &td master, wli leu
than bisusutilosarely contont. "'There
does flot comm anythlug ln that poar littIe
girl to exito antagoni!m. snd yat tbey
were all entenst hier troin the firat. 1 cars

zoo that Màargaret ornly tolerates ber ai
a uief i drudge, sud Flore aertalnly will
nob tako bier partý."

lit the mt'antime, white the master cf
the Mellus Hlouse thi moodrili dlacussed
Magdsieu'a prospects there, Its inlst:esu
formally, aud wlth ne aurorfiuns regard
for lier feelings, Informcd hor:wbat hor
duttes aud position iu tha% woll.discip-
Ranod establishment would bo.

",Yen wculda ratier, 1 ain sure, saru
jour b;eadl than rocelve It as aima," &ho
said agrc,,ably-"at leasb, auy woit-
prluoiplea youug person la jonr plage
would prcfor IL."

"Aàs I shonld," Megdalen suwi.Ted
promptly; and, wlth a soirt cf uo-..tlo

prin,i thlnk I understoeda luaat niRit
that 1 was te romai bore as tie 'bfld.
ren'a gevcetloa

Mis. Talbot amoothed down Vin fi111.
of bier Immaculato mornluR.dreas, and
aliglibly aiaok baer gloisy dàtk hoad.

"«subjeot te certain condltion, thet la
what 1 n"~ te propose. Butin the
flrat plu b va bave atîlil the eonditlons te
dizcu%.s, and iu the ceoàrar--,"

"'You sre4uzPpointait lu ma; yen .bave
ch0 a jour u'ud, V' Magdk\re:i broke lu,

as ti11s othevr 1ii..ad and tuoio te lient-
talte for a wora, and. struggle vith the
wcakâneuu as ae roula, the girl oonld net
quîte kcep tho te=r Qut of ber quia.

'JUgenuni as vas titis home, lb bed long9beon tie goal et bier bopas; unkind lae
veo Its lumaeea they wera tha enly
peopla lu the vorill tpon whem ac huit
aveu tic mont aiadowy dlaim cf klnip.

111 dld net qtlL moan that," tirs. Tal-
bot et-Id, vîbli eilly gruciouneos. 'Il
amn net able ta juilgo ef youir acquire-

MeUSe yot; and, ou tie other baud-lu
short tiare are ressn-"-ý

FIera, vh i s he eu slttiug ln Lie vin.
doy apixtmentiy tbserhad lu tic elntamai
et tha Mornlng Po3u, teoked np tram lier
piper nov, sud said, lu tha alear disdeln-
lut toute aie cremed te use liabltually te
bier malie-

"lWby cari yen net cay cxsotiy what yen
moan? 1 I la ,fer castor, andilu the end
kinder te a&U parties."

"ID3 net interrnpt me rndaly, Flat" tie
mother retorted, viti a paevisla chantart-
shrug ; "Ior, If yen thinit en enu do lt me
muai botter, explains tia intier paumaitf.
i bava already tola miss varie thet the
arrangement cmsl oniy bo a tentative

'-Pneaisly; but y'ou bave Ia bier te
Imagine that, If mie anccoeds lu keeplug
tioDe unrnly aidren lu endos, sud mak-
lng aomothing more cf theni tian teo Ig-
norant dunces thcy are, cite vill have
fulfiitod ail yenr riqulmemeuts, sud may
look en ibis place as ber home 1 Nov,
this lis net eraotly the case. If Miss
Varie lu te romain, hare vo sahl ask aone-
tbiug more ef bier tissn a littIe mua,
Frenchi, aud Germen Il'

-An, fer Instance ?" Mlagdaiau asked,
willi autward caîmneas, but a flarcely
bastIng heurt. Mns. Talbot's cold sevanlty
vas bardl te beàr, but aise rebaited viti
mmcli More passion agaiuat the lInoIent

diotation eft Ibm more girl.
"As, for Instance, a little dîscretien

sud tact 11' F!era Talbot ansvered plecld.
ly. "'Yen may tbinir tba warnlng un-
uocosssry, Miss Varie: but vo have lied

a cruel oxpemionce cf gevemriuan sd
yen auffr for tha ains ef pour predecea.
sors. Theo muzt bo ne presumInug ou
quas-consiusiip-ue fllirting vîth my
brother, uer tliruetlng- yoursaf upon lia
notice of auy vîsîters te the heure.

hlagdaleu'a oyes gleauxod viti a dan.
geroua iigit, na bier fair face changea
trom rase red ta lily vite, vîti a >upiMity
that aiarmod Mm3. Talbot, vie b... )ned
le eut short bar daugiler'. Inisolent bar.

i"Ome, caniq, Fiera tiat la qulto
cug," nie sai abarpiy. "Whou va

see env signe et levlty or forvanus lu
Mits Vine It wiii be timne te reprove bier.
N~O. ne, do nat wtzves nov"-as Msg-
dalen vws about te apeak passionateîy lu
-"*I have ne doubt that peu ara vaund-
cd aud burt, sud lb vii iii viser net te
ay all Ihat peu font. We viii talk the

malter ovor hIter, but go bacir te tbe
ablldren nev 1"

Magaion hoesitateà for a second, foel-
ing liat, If s ald net cpeak ont tic
butaiu indiguatlonthatscomed te change

beriýole nature, han hennI mnîbbreak.
Gentia as aie vas, she vas a proud,

acutely-coumilvo girl, sud tic cool doubles-
ste Imuît abung bar Uike teo eut et a vblp.
But, attor ait, dhe vent lu an absoînte
allencu tiuaI mede Bits. Talbot aupthing
but comfortable. The pale prend face sîd,
plaily as auy wora, boy fiance vas bar
pain-liat of course vas a amall metter ;
but it satd au pialnly aIbo y Iilie br
reneulment veuid ha, sud Mm.. TalboL's
concionce snggcstedl seoas vays lu
Wblah e.ven-baudled justfca mlght coin-
mend bbechbilieo, et wvich alie hala ponr
Magdalen drink treely, te bier cyn lips er
thoue et bier favorite chîld.

"Yens lamper la raally intolorablo,
Fiera 1" ac cnied, lumulog sngrily tapon
bier daxigitar tha moment Mlagdslcn hsd
gene. ' That girl qLl - evtr' day lu the
bouse now."

Fiers tumucd tha brospxi.,.. of i te
p3per sud ra.i*nar da3k oyez clown tho
columu, as lhe answerod vibi a Hablais

-As my rnlnrary objt't vas te cet zad
of lior, 1 cmsnots ay tilt 1 regret acilor-
lng that roax'l6. But yen, I confesa 1 do

net ndret*nd yen, uiothar; I SUPPOse
yen menu te pet tuis prelegea et my
father's alasr aIl."

"'Yen talk iikoa shi ail Bits. Talbot
cald, vlth glevlng anger. III litke the
girl ne more Ibm yen do-cie la muai
tee protty te ba a sodo lnmate et sncb n

lieus a this ; but I de net lota seusolasa
jeaioury bllud mc a3 yen do. To driva
Blagdalon, Varie ent et the bouse vîlitn
a pretaon et tmylug bier as a govarnass
aftr brlnglng ber bora vould rance cven
yonr faties te ba baer chamapIrn, sud

mirko Constance Mearedith lber fervent
fr!and Il'

Fiera laughad.
' Yeu lcnew bow te queuci, my fathor'.

ohivlmy, 1 fanay ; aud, As for thât wretoh
cd 11-tempes d littIe sucaroo at the

Hall, vba.F donc Ib mattor vhebher aise
makes BI bgdalen Vano ber toady zom-
panlon or net 7"

"It mattera mnah te me. 'Mile Con-
stenca ivecaclone theme la alwaya the
chance tint lima may caf tan bier te me
sud mine-Ibat as may fergot tiat
foalisi cause et quarrel, cf whlch miseblef-
makers bave nmade sa muah, sud perbapa
fulfillilber old premisa."

"T o memmer yeu n libr wll 1" lieora
finlabeda mocklngly. "I1 venld nuit that
renambrnca for a sonçi mothe., If 1
were yen. Littao Miss Manout shoved
by lier message of yesteray bey theallad
r inult nanlla stili.",

Pa. Talbot frevned. The hope bier
daughter rldlonled vas ene te viai sise
cluug vîi a dospemate teaslty, sud the
romînder vsaythiog bot w'ulcoas.

l'Eve rem pour selfisi point cf viowr,
&nD4 1 mv ye iii Iseo It froni ne

other," aie reltb pbet omphas
"raies Vana vii a a" dirgeous vIsitor et
tie Hlall. Sho l, tvlcaas itirely te mont
Lord ingeityre thore as huro 1"

lb vas Flot&'& turu taetâstand color
angriiy et tifs suggestion. She vas art-
deutly dicompocaed by l, thongh niae
raiael fiar dark head proudly, sud sitd,
wlLb a great show cf sccoru-

"Abiurd I Wby should the thoughb et
sncb a meeting treuble mel Magdaleu
Vans 'iu,-voll, yeu, I suppose sie la-«
ratier a protty gIrl ; but by ne menus tie
sll-conqnerîng bany yen seau te
Imagine. Lord Ingou'tyre la net boaud te
fait a vlctlm te bar charme, sud aven If ho
does se"-wlth a smoug cf oxaggorated lu.
diffeene-"Iwell, va eau only cay-so
muci the verso for hlm. The eltas-
trapha yul affeot Lie Tovers more issu
PaTlina flousa. Lojrd Ingestyre la notblng
ta tne."

"'Unfor'Unsaly ho ln net anythlng et
lImonent," vie lie swlft, sbrevd, asier;
"if ho waro, i chonld feal very much
more ut my asue. If ho were lu auy way
bonnd, ho coud nt ais a gentleman sud a
man )f houer drav btck ; but a mare ad-
mirer, bovover ardent, la &e fatally free
te change hc mImd."'

"And la net More free te chSnge lb timin
ho la welcomo 1" Fiera ortedl, viLl asngry
pride Ibat docevecl neither lier metior
uer berceif. Boti knaw boy eulleely tis
ambitions girl'a hoart was set ou the nou-
quest of the yenng peur, aud bath fait
that tiair amblttan hada ne vemy stable
support.

Lord Ingeab4re, thongi ha bad dancnd
and nIddon and cialted viii Fieora Tai.
bot dnnlng aseaaon in tevnsud aaoouhtry
bouse visit, had certaInly ln ne vAy coin-
mltted bimeisof es à lover, tiongi, vtth
periape more tien, judiclous encourage-
ment, ha had permitted himuel! te psy
ber a noliceble amount cf attention, sud
ladt mae bis admiration for bier brillant
brunette beauty maulfont aneug.

"Iu apite ef himself 1", Flore TaMb adt.
uattted te hersait viti cynlcal franrneas.
III knov vamp vall that, tiongi ho a.
mires, ho by ne means approvoi of me,

au$à ho buas s iglasdal for bis vif.. Ho
evon trias te avala me by fics sud eitarte,
aud for cvary tete.a.tetc that hoe contrives
I plan hiait a dozan, at tout. BinI viait
of thit? Wheu 1 do cacitai h a tul
docile sud attentive eougi, sud ho
kuows thst 1, nt lessit, am lu amanct..
Af ter &il, perias lb la jeut An well tliat

ho aboutit 10l whab l ezpeatad ef 111M.
Ha la a manwbe lke ta do hi,, d~~auy circnmalaoncos. and la qulto ~ikî
te a pnshed or drau listeaitngae
mont an te ]osp loto it wlth is ow fe

.dilrs Talbiot was a claver, an weîî as a
daring g1i, aiud thorc 'w's a certain

oont cf viedoni and reae,, lu lier
argument ;but for aitlisa,. hui
cho ld net %para theahtqal
iog by whlob abo hopud tc attaa, lier cnd.
Lord Ingentyra bada ber adieu, as ho~ Isa

mat lier, lu 'ha Unntlifautory obaractor
of an admluing frIend , ànC sha h 'd .im'st
begun te foar that th,- ilittat ion hd boau
but au n.ilmsportant 1i4.rl, hlI lite
whou bier brothotrs 4.iI.ucmO tb
hhalls errlved et tlic 1 uworl trt~r *j lier
hopos cuce more.

tina moeting bntoiv, I. tt twai ied ln
If net qulto ait that aise "<'nid «Iesh lt, né
lafaotory anenRh ln La tytty. Lord Inges
tyre wau cordial, sud frnnlclypos.sd
toises ber ; but honu<. c 1il.ltache

was the m.ýzet th,%' bruoglit hilm ta
Orayeioutb, dia, net e. u n s..tr 'L~ot tu lu.
fer h lu any wsy.

l'yen lb la plasant ta mneut yan liera,
ho aaid, slipplng luto hl~ i ccuat, id place
by Misa Talbet's aida, whlltt lier mether
sud Mrm. Oheister, tho dilgniflod misteos
et the Toeora, sat slppiog tbaîr tea ut
the fsrtber end efth 1,ie l.s, r.'. sa -1
ahonld bava mae my wey te yonr place
toe.morrev but for te oharmlint accf
dent 1"

She lot tho black cu.led tubhes rest on
thle hb velvet choek juast longq cn'ingh for
hlm. te ebsdrvo snJl approciata t)"'% c-,ri.
trasted bues, thon iifted ber der,. il- 1ld
eyes sud marmured soitly-

"lAnd, yen wîlI net lot tha ehroelng accI-
dent change jeur purpoe, 1 hope. Ara
you staylng bao longi'

"I1 hardly know mn 7et. Cieatar nsked.
me deva for hm coniing o f aige Lffalr."

"'Oh 1" Fiera Talbot a softly drawnx
breati was hardiy a 819h, yet, coupied
wltb Iho haif-roproasebttl npward look, lb
bss.ds aucggestlvely oentimeontal aonnil.

"lThoni yen caise duwu only fer Mr.
Oheater's cemlng of %ga i"

"Neit cniy for that-I hada anothcr
resson. You know Misa Moredith of Lbe

"IYea," Flore anaverecl, doIng bor*beat
te caver the dfissppointmnost the lest
verds cansed bier ; bar hesart lad flnttoreda

se mwoetly te the openinR pru-"I had
another roason"-that the fellowlng ex-
pienation, catne upon hier as a dîstinot
ahnckt. "Yen, va know lier, o! course;
but-"

Lord Ingestyro amîlai as thengi At
%eMa aMnîloR recollectlon.
"I1 tink Frank teld me that sho and

Birs. Talbot fell ont.: '.-o that vwu mauy
Yomr azo. Yen do net moan te "aY that

tha fond lis atill lu forrs 7"
"My xnter would glsdiy mako any

amenda lu bet power. 1 knnw, for &ho lu
warmly attâciaf te Miss Moredith; but

"flort Miss Meredith la Inflexible,"
Lord ingestyre finlshed. "WOU, 1 am
afrald acIe a lîttie varpod ln disposition,
but vo eau htàrdiy bleuie bar, remomber-
lng wiat ase bac te heur."

Ha spoce varmly, ana viti a ring of
irenxaluo fooling lu bits pleaisant volco.
Flore ouonad, ber largo cyca ln amure-
mont. itrech as they Lad beu togather,

clio ladt hardly over board hlma discuts a
serions subjeat cerioely before.

"I1 dld not knov that yen knev Miss
Merodîti," sha sid at lust, feeling that
ahe mnt aay eomotbîng if aie lntcnded te
maîntalu bier sympathotie rol--"tbst la,
cf course, I1me aio e wia coma counec-
2lon et jours."
",She la my mothcr's cousin ; but untl

Iately aha bas kont us et a mont respect.
fui distance. Howover. I mat baer qulte
by an acadnt lu teve thbIs ear, sud as
sud I grear se frIendly that a130 R&ve MO
perMIssIOn te oeil at tha Hall1 If OVes 1
fennd, myseif lu the noigiberbaod ; and
bore 1 amn."

(ro Mg oei?>p.'3lD.)
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