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of their church, receive appointments
according to the law of the land, and
boast, therefore, that they stand in the
direct line of apostolic succession.
But the proof of their right to the name
of ministers is the meaning they give
to that name by what they do. Have
they brought human souls from ¢ dark-
ness to light,” confirmed the faith of
God's Church, awakened holy aspira-
tions in the minds of their hearers,
ministered comfort to the afilicted,
and made their people more noble,
generous, and Christ-like? These are
the scals of a true ministry. “ Bytheir
fraits ye shall know them.” If a man
can show these credentials, then is he

2 Christian minister and pre'xcher ac-
cordm to divine right, although he
has reccned no blessing from lbe lay-
ing on of episcopal hands ; and if he
hus not these credentials, then all the
bishops in Christendom cannot give
him the right to call himself 2 minister
of Christ.

THE SUBJECT OF OUR PREACHING

“the truth asit is in Jesus’—the
truth which He is, and the trath which
He taught and inspired the prophets
and apostles to teach.

He holds the supreme place in the
sacred Scriptures. The incarnation of
the eternal Word, the glory of his per-
son, his mighty works and gracious
words, his adorable character and vicar-
ious suffering, his resurrection from the
dead, his after-life in the world of bliss
and his coiing again to judge all na-
tions, are set “orth by the apostles.
They magnify Him a;s the Revealer of
divine truth and love, *who hathabol-
ished death, and hath brought life and
immortality to light through the
gospel,” and receive his words as the
infailible utterances of God., His death
is represented as a sacrifice for our
sins, and his life as a perfect example
ot purity and goodness. All the bles-
sings of religion ar¢ traced to Him ;
fauh hope, “and love are his inspira-
tions ; 5 repeatance and  pardon
are his gifts. Ide is “made unto us
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wisdom, and righteousness, and sancti-
fication, and redemption.” The dutics
of lifc are connected with his name,
and encircled by his authority. They
called themselves his servants, and re-
joiced to do his will, and suffer for his
sake. Trusting to Him for all blessed-
ness, they longed to dic, that they
might live with Him forever. e grew
upon their spmt, and became divine
and glorious in their sight —“the
imagc of the invisible God, the express
image of his Person.”  Suchis Christ
in the teaching of the apostles; and
what He was to them He must be to
us, for they alone give the true and in-
fallible likeness of Him.

The gospel is an authoritative and
pathetic call to repentance, faith, and
holiness, as well as a statement of doc-
trines. * Repent, and believe the gos-
pel” “ Beye perfect, even as your
Father in heaven is perfect.” Repen-
tance is the soul weeping and reform-
ing; Taith is the soul recciving from
Christ the blessings it m.cds, and
Holiness is the transcendental statc of
the heart, mind, and character.  Re-
pentance js the seed dying and ger-
minating in the ecarth ; Faith is The
petals opening to the sun; and Holi-
ness is the beauty of the flower in its
highest perfe€tion.

Our hearers need we should speak
the same things to them. We are too
ready to forget the great truths of our
religion ; the calls of bLusiness, the
cares of life, and the worldliness of
human socicty, have a tendency to
banish them from the mind. Secular
things are ever near—we can see, and
hear, and feel them every day, and are
in no danger of forgetting them; but
spiritual things seem far away—dim,
shadowy, and unteal, they hover in the
distance like unto thevisionsofa dream-
er. Hence the necessity of putting us
in remembrance of them, and writing
dnd rewriting the same lessons upon
the hearts of our hearers.

The preacher should go to the
people “in the fullness of the blessing”
of this great gospel, for that is wlat
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