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HOME MISSIONS.
To the 3Minisiers «w>' InregationQ of 0v, Can<uia Pre'byterin (hurn h.

The Home Mission Connittee at its hist regular meeting in Odtober,
instructed the convener to preient the pressing claims or the schemie upon
the liberality of the church at large.

The committee began t.he pre.eut year consideraibly i» debt," and since
that date pressing claims wiiOb demanded imnediate paymnt, eh at
grants to niessionaries and sulemeil nted songregations, have increased
these liabilities, to the ainount of several thousands of dollart beyond the
contributions forwarded the treasurer of the chureh. In these circumstances
it is evident that unless imamediate and largely inereased contributions be
niade to the fund, the grants must be at once diminished, and- sevral most
important fields, left entirely destitute of the means of grace. The commit-
ite are nost unwiliing to take such a step, having faith ini the willignesï
and ability of the church to meet every requiremot, when tihe atual facts
of the case are properly understood.

The amount required this year according to presenit etimates will
approach twenty thousand dollars. This to a church of 50,000 nembers is
but a small sum, contrasted with other denoiniations; and bearing in mind
the ample resources of onr people, we have hitherto done comparatively
little, in this nost important department of*clristain work. No denomina-
tion in Canada has greater iiducemnents to devise liberal things for the Home
lission field. The large emigration of late years into the newer settle-
ments of our country, and the carnest call for ministers in the Province of
Manitoba, lays the church under solemn obligations to provide goapel
ordinances for those who desire in these distant localities to attend the Pres-
bytèrian church, and maintain the Presbyterian faith in all its purity and
efficiency.

The congregations of our church, need hardly be reminded, that the fild
of Home Mission operatione,embracesBritishColumbia,Manitoba,thestations
on Lake Superir and the Muskoka district, in addition to the regular mission
stations and supplemented congregations in the Province of Ontario and
Quebec. In lust year's statisties, 122 mission stations and 60 supplemented
cngregatios were reported as aided by the funds. These numbers will
in al likelihood be considerably increased during the present year.

The.committee respectfully but earnestly requests the ministers of ou
church to bring the claims of the Home Mission fund before their congrega-
tions at an early date, and that contributions be sent as soon a- possible to
the treasurer in Toronto. The office-bearers of the sevei.r1 congregations,
can also do much, in enlisting the sympathies and calling forth the li berality
of the people.

It remains with the mniembers of the Canada Presbyterian (hurch to say,
whether we shall go forward in our great work as in past years, or restrict
the field of our operations. The committee dare not make grants beyond
their means. Many new fields of great promise could at once be entered,
did the liberality of the church warrant such action. If, as a Chureh of
Christ, we are to maintain our position and extend our iifluence and usefal-
ness ;-if we are to support our colleges i greater efliciency ;-if we are t1
increase our staff of labourers in the Foreign Mission field, and successfully
prosecute the othex enterprises in which we are embarkeid, the Homne
MLission Schene, imu-t take deeper hold of the affections of our people.
than it has ever yet done iii our past history as a church.

Il namne of the Committee,
Brantford. Nov. th. I172. WILLIAM COCHRANE, euner.


