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4 MISSIONARY

Uhe Church Missionary Society had already a physician
a Medakatla and o0 two of us represented the * profes
ston " an a territory of abont,

ONYF HUNDRED THOUSAND SOQUART MILES,

Under <uch circumstances one must be as nearly ubiqu
tous as possible to help the greatest number, and especially
amonyg a people of semi nomadic habits there 1s necessity
for a great deal of travel and changes of basts of operation.
Port Simpson, by ats size and sitsation, demands greatest
attention, and s the headquarters for our medical mission
for mne months of the year.  During three months of the
sumer, beginnmg with May, Port Essington, on the Skeena
River, 15 of greater importance, having two salmon can-
nenies, with seven more within a radius of fifteen mules,
Not only do the major, + of the PPort Simpson Indians
remove thither in summer, but they come from

Vv DUZEN OLTHER VILLAGES,

including those of the Upper Skeena, 150 miles distant, and
not alone the able-bodied, for they bring the young and
belpless, and the aged and nfirm: and the sick and
mammed are not fefe behind, especially since the medical
misaonary’s presence has become an assured fact.

A Jarge number of Chmamen, and a few whites and
[apanese, find cmployment at  these canneries.  This
mived population, under conditions of frontier hfe, calls
for the exercise of every Christian influence available.

Farheran the sprning nearly all the surrounding country
congregate along the Naas Raver for the Qolachan ﬁshing,
and usually 2 few days or weeks are spent there ; and the
annual viait of the doctor s cagerly looked forward to by
many who find this

LHE FIESE OFFORTUNILY

for medical advice or surgical help after the sickness and
Trips are made, as  opportunity
affords, to Queen Charlotte Islands, and along the coast as
far south as River’s Inlet. On one of these trips recently
by the Glud Zidings about 150 cases were examined and
treated.  Patients come to us from distances of 100 miles
north and west, 200 iamles cast and 3co south.

These vising patients, and  the difficulty of managing all
surgieal and acute medical cases, suggested the erection of
a hospital. ** Where there’s a will there’s a way,” especially
when the will s accomplished by faith, and s inevitable
product, works,

In February, 1891, a child of four years was found suf-
fenng from empyema. She lay on the floor n a cold,
dirty house . she was emaciated and fevensh, her body
crusted with fith and crawhng with veromn.  The ladies
of the Girls’ Homie gave us a room into which she was
tahen, and, after a cleansing  operationr externatly, her
pleural cavity was opened and

acadents  of  winter.

IHREE PINTS OF iUs

evacuated.  Her frends supphed fuel and some food, but
looked on duluously, and when they heara her exprration
bubbhing through the drainage tube (for the cavity was
found to commuriicate with the bronchi), they said that
fatal symptoms were apparent Ry catefu! aursing she
recovered, and s to-day a hving evidence of the efficacy of
hosputal treatment

The foliowing May we removed to Port Essington for
the salmaon season, and rented an Indian’s house of seven
La gnppe was epidemic among the tribes gathered
Many of these were heathens, and

roams
there for the fishing,

CAMPAIGNER.

superstitious fear added to the severity of the disease.
Hundreds were 1l and many dymg.

One man, a native of Kish py-ax, was given up to die,
and as s customary 1n that tnbe, was bewng prepared for
bunal.  Hopes were held out for his recovery, but ibese
attendants scorned, refusing to admister food and medi-
cines,  After a time, however, they agreed to

ALLOW ME v CHANCE

to try what I could do for hom i residerce. So he became
our first paticnt there, and with such good results that
Wil-baloksh continues to cast s net an the Skeena with
his fellow fishermien, as if has cotlin bad never been made.
His relatives pronused at that time it he recovered they
would all becowe * school people,” and while the powers
of darkncess, aided by their gross ignorance, kept them for
a ume from fulfithng this, I beheve the impressions re-
ceved at the ume had some influence in bringing about
the almost complete conquest of that village by Chrst.
ianity. .

At that time we had no traimed nurse and few turnish-
mgs, but individual auniharies of the Woman's Missionary
Suctety began to take interest in our attempts, and sent us
bales of bedding, cte., and the Board of that Suciety at its
nevt meeung responded to our appeal for a purse, hile
locally some help was given to

OUR INFANT ENTERPRINE

The Provincial Government that year granted $500 toward
the erection of a public hospital wt Port Simpson, which
sum was put into our hands, and with as much more
raised by subscniption we commenced the bulding now
completed, at a cost of about $3,000, and having accom-
modation for cleven patients and our staff.

In May, 18¢2, Miss Spence, our present matron, met us
at Port Fssington, and after a busy summer there we found
our building at Port Simpson almost ready for occupation.
We moved in on October 13th, and the following night a
pauent reached us, having been brought in a canoe seventy
or eighty miles. He had been accidentally shot in the abdo-
men ; his recovery made another iaitial case brought back
from the jaws of death.

Space will not allow me to cite more individual cases,
but 1 may sum up by stating that up to the present
(December 5th, 1893) we have cared for 179 cases—~144 of
whom have been Indians, 26 whites, and ¢ Japanese.
About 50 have undergone operations of considerable mag-
mtude, under chloroform or ether: none of these have
terminated other than favorably.  We have, in a baited
way, all the modern appliances for aseptic surgery, and our
wards arc bnght and comfortable.

We have now a head nurse and an assistant in training,
whose calaries are paid by the Woman’s Missionary
Society, the pocitions are admirably filled, respectively, by
Miss Minmie Spence and Miss Emily Lowrence.  We
receive small grants annually from, and make reports to,
both Dommmon and Provincial Governments.  Our institu-
tion is locally quite popular, having the confidence and
support of the few white people on the coast, and has a
representative Board of Management.

We keep up the spintual influence by services in the
wards, conversation with patients, reading of Scriptures and
such books as *“'T'he Story of the Rible ™ and “ Pilgrim’s
Progress ” by such patients as can read.  We also have a
supply of Japanese Chastian fiterature.  We try in all par-
ticulars to make the institution an intespretation of Christ',
blessings to the poor and suffering




