THE LANCET

physiology and chemistry) in medicine tn
count as subjects of the third and fowth
years in Arts. It follows, then, that at the
end of four years’ study a student may
obtain his B. A. degree and have two
years of his medical course completed.
Thoe last two years of study are of course
devoted to the third and fourth year sub-
jects in medicine. A certificate of Licen-
tiate in Arts will be given along with the
professional degree in medicine to those
who previous to entrance upon their pro-
fessional studies proper have completed
two years in the Faculty of Arts, and have
fully passed the prescribed examinations
therein. By this plan also during the first
two years of the Arts course the medical
student practically completes his studies
in physics, chemistry, botany, and ele-
mentary psychology. This scheme is still
in the experimental stage, but there is
every reason to believe that it will result
satisfactorily. What deters so many from
taking a full course in Arts or Science
before 2ntering Medicine is the length of
time consumed before the doctorate de-
gree is reached. although I hope the time
is not far distant when every graduate in
Medicine n Canada shall of necessity be
also a graduate in Arts or Science. I
might state that the standard for the or-
dinary matriculation examination for en-
trance to medicine exacted by all uni-
versities and licensing boards in this coun-
tiy is, wit hone or two exceptions, very
high. T doubt if the requirements in this
vay of the Medical Council of Great Brit-
ain are any higher,

Now as to the purely professional por-
tion of medicine, I might state that we
have in the Dominion of Canada no fewer
thun 11 medical schools, including one
for women only, all having the power of
granting degrees, and all connected di-
rectly or by affiliation with university
bodies. To ecnumerate them : Beginning
with the Atlantic provinces, we hdve in
Halifax the medical school attached to

Dalhousie University, the only medical.

school in the Maritime provinces ; in this
province there are four schools, Laval in
Quebec, Laval in Montreal, McGill and
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Bishop’s in Montreal ; in Ontario, four
schools, namely, the Royal College of
Physicans and Surgeons, Kingston ; the
University of Toronto Medical Faculty,
Trinity Medical College, and the Ontario
Women’s Medical College in Toronto ;
in London, Ontario, the Western Univer-
sity Medical Faculty ; and lastly, in Win-
nipeg, the Manitoba University Faculty
of Medicine. All told, we had in Canada,
during the last winter sessions, 286 teach-
ers, including professors, lecturers, and
demonstrators, and 1,736 students. The
tendency for the past two years has been
to increase the teaching staff quite out of
proportion to the increased number of
students. Taking McGill we find that
there are in the present year 53 teachers
for 3%8 students, being a proportion of
nearly one to eight. Laval, in Montreal,
has 36 teachers and 197 students, a still
grrater proportion. The Toronto School
of Medicine had during the past year 41
teachers for 293 students. We find that
this proportion compares well with the
larger schools in the United States ; thus,
in 1893, there were in Harvard Medical
School 71 teachers to look after 471 stu-
dents ; at the Columbia Medical College
in New York with 661 students there were
105 teachers (1 to 6) ;5 in the University
of Pennsylvania the teaching sta/r in the
same year comprised only $4- members
with 825 students, being a little over 1 to
10. What does this mean ? Ten years
ago when McGill had 237 students, a staff
of 23 professors and demonstrators was
considered sufficient. Why are so many
more thought necessary now-a-days ? The
pumber of subjects taught has not in-
creased very much. The answer is that
the subjects are differently taught, the old-
fashioned daily didactic lectures are now
given two or three times a week only:
although I should be sorry to see them
further reduced in number, I believe that
so many are absolutely necessary. It is
in the dissecting room, the chemical,

.physiological, therapeutical, and patho-

logical laboratories that we see the
change. These which before were for the
most part only “side shows” are now



