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THQUGHTTS ON CANCER.*

BY TUE JION. SIR WM. HINGST0N, F.1t.C.S., MONTREAL.

\VIATEVER niay be the state of our know'ledge in other depart-
inents of the healing art, we must 2dinit ive know but littie of the
etiology of tumor formation generally, and especially of thiose
forms we are accustoxncd to eall " malignant." These are stili, as

Sobserves, " srouded in darknziess and mnystery." Yet at
no tirie in the history of surgery lias cancer occupied a greater
share of thouglit than at the present. France and Germany have
long been pursuing diligent investigations to unravel its hidden-
ness. In Great iBritain a Cancer IResearchi Fund ]las been recently
establishied, and the funetion of (General Superintendent of Cancer
Investigation bas ben created: to, supervise wvorkers; to colleot
statistical, dietetic, topographical, and otiier information; to or-
orgarnze a systein of correspondence witli Home, Colonial, Indian,
and foreign laboratories; to invite the Colonial Offices to assist
in obtaining information as to, the relative prevalence of cancer in
tL!o various colonies of the Briti SI Empire; and to trace, if pos-
sible, any conction, with the mode of life, food, habits, envirç-
ment, and so forth, of the inhabitants. Iiow mucli -%vil1 ho accom-
phlied by organized investigation of this character and how mucli
by the unobtrusive, individual ivorker in the quiet of the hospital
and the labôratory, time alone wýill determine.

A few «months ngo the Cancer Res-carcli Fund of the Royal Col-
lege of Physicians and Surgeons made its flrst report. It consilsted
of three papers, the flrst, IlThe Zoological Distrib'ution of Can±ýer,"
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