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W E ws to î'eiiind our readers tbat the present
is a good Liue to commence preparing for the

annual reeti n gs of the various Provincial Medical
Associations. J'lhe preparation of papers requires
thought, and cannot be completed in such a way as to
give satisfaction to the learers and gain credit for tFe
authors without the expenditure of tiie and trouble.

Cui bono ? son:e one inay say. We answer. goodn

in every vay ; but most good to the individual who
uses his talents and industry to discuss some sulject
which lie nay be specially interested in or specially
qualified to elaborate and elucidate ; and the benefit
whiclh accrues, is not only the increase of knowledge
which his extra study and industry nust aflord himn,
but also tbat încrease of position and prestige anong
his fellows, whieb gooi wo k is sure to bring, and
whicb, it ;S uniieccess ary to point out, always has a
direct mnoney value.

It has often been said tlat there is not enough
cohesion in our- profession, that the nembers of it do
not pull togetier, and are unwilling as individuals, to
make what they muay consider, any sacrifice for the
benefit of the whole. There is too nuch truth in the
assertion, and we tbink the fault lies, not so much
with the younger iembers, who migbt naturally be
expected to seize a slight present advantage wvithout
taking time to consider its ultimate result, as with the
older mnembers wbo enjoy assured position and prac-
tice, and allow tbemselves to be so absorbed in the
saie, that they bave no time, or think they bave ne
tine, to give to the general interests of the profession.
And so it is, when these men are asked to give some-

thing of their experience and knowledge for the
benefit of the whole, at our annual meeting, too often
the answer cones, Impossible ! no time

In other words, they have become mere slaves to
practice. We would remind such bowever,

" Whatever day

Makes man a slave, takes half his worth away,"

and in no case more than in the one to wbich we are
referring. No esprits <le corps ? There is plenty of it
among us, but it requires the leaders to take a leading
position, and to share the burdens as well as the bonors.

In tiîs connection we bave pleasure in calling
attention to the fact of the holding of a meeting
between the nemnbers of the committee appointed by
N. B. Medical Society, to do certain prelirminary work
in connection with the formation of a Maritime
Medical Association, and Dr. Muir, of Truro, N. S.,
the Secretary of the N. S. Medical Society. An
account of the meeting is given on another page. We
consider the formation of such an Association to be
mîost desirable. The Canadian Medical Association
meets as a rule, too far away to be of much service to
us in thee lower Provinces. A Maritime Association
will nuot interfere in any way with the various Pro-
vincial Societies, it need not meet oftener tban once
in two ycars, but it would weld the profession
togetlier, and probably result in the establishment of
uniformnity in qualifications to piactise, in the forma-
tion of valuable acquaintances, and fron the fact of
having the wider and larger audiences it would have
more val uable work donc for it than for the Provincial,
it would be a body speaking with authority for the
profession of three Provinces, and would consequently
have proportionate weight, both with the public and
the legislature. We are convinced that there are
men through tbese Provinîces doing good work, (the
pages of the NEws bear direct evidence of this), we
think it is for their benefit and for ours it should be
k nown.

We should expect to bear at the Maritime Asso-
ciation, from some of the professors of the Halifax
Medical College, and from other leading men through
the Province of Nova Scotia, wbile, on the other
hand, New Brunswick and P. E. Island would furnish
evidence by their representatives that routine bas not
taken the place of enlightened study and practice.
The cost of such an Association would be notbing, a
dollar or two, to cover expenses of meetings, would be
the sum total to eacb member attending. We con-
mend this subject, not only of the Maritime Associa-
tion, but also of the Provincial meetings, to our
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