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- . is notvhat it uiight be. Ik not a few mines, making
teavy ‘water, fires have begn blazing for years. The

: fires in goveral of the AMhion wmines’ pi have not
4 heen oxy sished in over half a centuryt Several
' of the “hurnt wines’” have been hery petically, as it
! ‘ first diseov-

1 this sealing off hus heen ineffeetive
¢ ong agseet that it will,] eanngf think a fire
At b, and spread, without @ir. 1f 1 am cor ot
n the places ehought to have heen Iu-rmvh’&_\
winled mY' were not.  Air got to the fire t roughsoe
crivk o1 cap. right from the sukface down
’H!m-nh the sty The question | put Jo experts
ie Phise . Will eir find ity way whe e wyffer ean poer-
culate through the .-.xffu.‘ ULt ean thy n there is

po gystery as to why s veral mines in @ellarfon,

which have been closed far hulf a century, are still

on fire. The fire is fed with air from the surface,

Now, on another tack. have in my pind a pit
whirtrtyade water freely, Nmilar to the north, slape

of Springhill. A portion o, the pit was walled off,

on aecount of fire. 1t is « celared that there isstill

fire in the walled off place. In this pit the stoppage

of the punips for a week would ha ubmerged the

entive workings. (Why is there still five in the walled

off=the supposed hermetically  sealed oM places,

seeing 4he whole of the workings werg dqually ‘wet.

In view of the faet that it is not reached By the

pumps, why is the walled off portion not full of

\ _vater? Is there pressure within a walled off place?
Is that pressure sufficient to cause thé water to move

on to a_place where there is less resistagee?  These

may be looked upon as very |-|«m;r’ﬂry and very,

foolish quesgons, All right. Tell mb then in simple”

language, ®hy the walled off portion of a very wet

mfne ghould keep burning for ‘am indefiflite term of

, years. And the telling can be followed up by in-
formation as to why fires in supposedly air tight

places keep on burning persistently if not brigh&y.

is thought, sealed off sinee the fives we!
wed 3

\ T U A
. Speaking broadly 1 am pot inelined, as a rule, to
devour the editoria! provineial papers. Of

course, there nre exeepuons to prove this rule, One
of these is the editorial nuge of the Sydney Post.
do not know the editor, and while 1 am not going
to say that unlike Homer, he never nods, I ean freely
say of him, ‘‘He's not too bad.”
and eléarly. There is no difficulty in
ing what he is driving at. He strives to be reason-
able, that is as reasonable as one may expect an
adroit politician to be. Holding these opinions one
may guess how grieved T was to notice the slip he
made, in the Post of Nov. 25, when he penned the
fillbwing. (1 make paragraphs of the sertsnces for
onvenienee) :

The eoal fields of this province are among the

heritages of the people of Nova Scotia.’’
“tThey have been adininistered by the liberal gov-

\ erninent at Halifax as trustees for-the people.”
\ “The royalties which are paid by coal operators
7 are fixed by the Nova Scotia government.’’ .

“In view of these facts it is surely pertinent to
point Sut that Mr, Mui oy and his associates might
reasonably be expected to exercise the power vested
in them to profect the publie against the enhanced
prices of coal.” ~ \

The question I ask is what power Mr. Murray and
his associates might exercise. I have a blank coal
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lease amnd the powers the gove nent enn}c-n-,rciu-
areselearly stated. The one thin afféeting prices
the government can do is, in some cases, be it noted
in some cases only, to increase the royalty. Thyt
certainly would have angffget pn prices, hut nof n
the desived direetion. UR goes the royalty, and yp,
wabs the praee of conl to twice the inereased royalry,
and there is no power, Murray of Douglas, to stop it. \
If there is 1 do not know of it and ifithere is 1w
to knew; und live no Vm‘un-win ignoraned, 17 Murmy
has no power why lwekle him?  Murray ean no more
veddie the high cost of living by any hitrary mealis
thap can Borden, so what good end”even political,
is to be sepvedd by, twitting thh one and tannting, the
other? ¢ . . =

1t dins long heengsaid that children dre easily pleas-
e, And that is well. Tt is well! 186, that it takes a
very hittle thing to go long » n provoking the
hilarity of politivians \r are fervids in #heir par-
tizanship. What fun m#y “editors: had over the
method and |I|~/n|.nm.-r of Frank Stauficll’s resig-
nation _as o mdmber of the |n|'u\'iu-'in| parliament.
They, the editors] \mkwl all wanner of fun a®™him
for having sent his resignationyteghe conservative
association instead of to Premier Murray. As 1 view |
it 1 haek Stanficld’s procedure, and say it was the
correct and eolirteous way, even if it went contrary
to the pripeiples of partizan economy Who clected ¢
Stanfield? Was it Murray! No. Then it was his  °
first duty to notify those responsible for his eleetion,
He was returned for Colchester under the patronage
of the Colehester C. A, or if you want it exprassed
differently, then, by grace of that association,  The
tory members, the grit members of the assembly vere
in very truth the nomineces of the several associa-
tions. These, therefore, are entitled to first consil-
eration. Had Mr. Stanfiold sent his resignation to
Murray direet, he laid himself open to the charge of
ingrate. Why did he send it in the first place to the
asspeiation? Foi their approval or disapproval. 1f
they did not or would not back Kim up, then His re-
signation went to Halifax; if they refused accept-
ance his dulw‘u to fight it out, with the assgeiation
at his back.” . nr
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" The following is elipped from the Sydney Post:
Mr. F. A. Crowell, chief reeruiting officer for Cape

He Wﬁ:n(:elr::a‘;:f: Breton county, in an interview Saturday gave the
W Jollowing replies to queries: .

. ‘‘How is recruiting?”’ )
“(Considering the restrictions we are under we
have nothing to complain.of.”

““What restrictions?’’

“The order for industrial conseription now in
force in Cape Breton retards to a very great extent
the freedom of the individual.’’

“‘You mean, & man cannot enlist for overseas ser- o,
vice even if he wishes to!”’ -

“I do. No man who is an employee of the Do-
minion Coal, or Dominion Steel plants, or has work-
ed for them during the immediate past can enlist.”

““‘Are there no rlceplioun‘"

“Yenea man may enlist It he has a permit from
Mr. MeDougall.”

*Can't he resign from his position?"’ 4

“‘No, he cannot. We have been strictly forbidden
to-enlist any."’

(Continued on page 12 )




