
27!2 W/ho are ral/ed 1 the Sons of God'?

hiin ; and if they think tIîat Pe is mis- 1 riving at a decision, few would stiidy
taken lu regard to his talents, or the l'or the ministry. A question of duty
nature of the holy officeto which l'eas- is never tu be settled by a rrference
pires, kindly and firinîl to expo,4,ulate nuereIy to natural inclinations and de-
with hlmn. But to Oppose hiim for no sires. 'l'lie olv point tn be consider-
other reason than a preferenve to hià i cl is, in what'spiiere a young mari
becorning a mierchant, or mechanic, can do the Most good.
or entering uipon a more locrative Now it cannot be doubted that,
profes.sion, is wrong, ami] Nvilliiieet other tlîings being equal, a yonth can
with disapprobation at the bar of niow dIo more good in the ministry of
God. the gospel, than in any, other avoca-

Ministers and rhurches have no tion. And this will 1101(1 truc until
small rcspoxîsibility resting upon thein the tirne cornes, %vhen there shall be
in relation to ti smm1lJeet. Wbienpver a nîiinister to every thousand souls
a young man is exaninied by therii upon the globe. No young maai
for adlmission into the eburch, thcy shotild therefore engage iii any secu-
ougrht to mark well bis moral an(l lar ernploymcnt, until, aftcr prayer
mental qualities. If bis rehigious ex- rand deliberation, and consultation
perience be clear and satisfactory, bis with pious friends, hie becomnes con-
natural endowrnents good, bis healtlh vinced that he lias flot the requisite
unirnpaiyed, and Ibis deportinent amia- qualifications for&a minister of Christ.
ble and prudent; they otight to pray If' a young inan, at tbis tirne, wvben 50

and converse with hini, and endeavour many are perishing wvbo liave nover
to awaken in 1dm the spirit of self- been taugb(rlt thme way of salvation, en-
consecralion. 1 have noutbt tîmat gages in %vorldly pursuits,viithout lias-
the ime wiill corne, wvhen every churcbi ingy praverfully inquired whctlîer he
organization will féel as sacredly ouglit iot, to preacli the gospel, he has
botind Lo fturiisb men, as they nov shr-unk fromi the examination of a
dofunds, for Ltme serv-ice of the Lordl. momentous question, and oughit to
When they hegin to sec the wvheels of' fear lest the blood of souls wilI be
benevolence (lraggiflg beavily, ifnfot required at his bands."
wholly retarded, by the want of mnen
to go forthi o1 errands of mlercy, they WILO ARE CALLED ' THE SONS
will consecrate their piu youth to
the work of the minstry. 0F GOD'?

Every pious yoting man ouglit to The most prevalent meaning of'
make the solema inquiry, lmow he can rthis appellation, as iL is employed iii
]ive most to the glory of God. If Seripture, is probably well un(ler-
circunistances con.spire to make out rstood. But yet there is reason to
some secular ernploymnent as best tlîiimk tbat îmîany reader.s overlouk
adapted to effeet thIs objeet, let in one application of the nine, which is
unhýesitatingly enter upon it. If, ou wholly distinct froin the familiar usage.
the cuntrary, it appears to be the It may therefore be of somne service,
nind of the Spirit, that he should to state distinctfly, xvho are called ' thme
ceek the office of tle gospel ininistry, sons of God,' and to specify the pro-
let him yield prompt obedience. In bable reasons of the respective appli-
making this inquiry, it is not safe to cations of the name. In the hope
consult his inclinations, or supposed then of promoting this objeet, the
tastes. Almnost every young mari of followitig rernarks are offered, as the
energy and indu,~try has a riatural (le- ire:sli of a dilýlgii (xamirnation of the
sire to anmass wealth; and were this 1Scriptural usage.
4o be the governing principle in ar- 1. Angels are called ' the son fi


