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alloivs; but the pastoral visit is something more ffhan this. Such friendly and
social visits may be made to any nienber of the community, and flot involve
the religious element more than a regular business visit of a pious man.

In rural districts the pastor is frequently entertained with accounits of the
crops or conditions of the market or weather prospects, and somnetirnes he is
taken about the farnii to view the stock. While ail this niay be very inter-
esting to one whose tastes are so inclined, it is surely evident that this is flot
in the direct line of pastoral visitation. Lt may be made lielpful in the hands
of a wise pastor; but frequently it takes up too rnuch turne, and sometirnes
destroys or reduces to the Icast amounit the difference between die pastor's
visit and thiat of a neîghb oring fariner or a cattle drover.

Pastoral visitation is what the naine indicates, the act of the minister or
pastor corning to deal %vitli the members of his flock one by one, or, at most,
in thieir farnily relations. The shepherd at regular seasons deals thus with his
flock, no matter how large the flock may be. The drover inspects each
ireraber of his herd at certain turnes, no roatter how large that herd may be.
In a siijlar way the pastor, at certain tirnes, cornes into personal contact with
the inidiividual miembers of his charge, no matter however nurnerous these May
be. And iii such meeting lie appe-ars as thc Man of Gad. I-is influence as
such must be fêlt. He cornes as the tuan of prayer-not for a moment sup-
posing that any mniber of his hlock rnay flot î)ray-but praying with thiei
and for theni as thecir friend and spiritual instructor. In such visitation bis
standing nîiust flot be nîistaken, nor should lie allow another, niuch less
endeavor liiisclt, ta obliterate the lines rnarking off his position as pastor.
Thîis dues not require austcrity of ianner, nor an icy barrier of fornîa.-lisnî
betwcen the pastor and the inenibers of his flock. On the contrary, there
should l>c the utniost gcndleness; a.îd warnith of sympathy. A kindly intercst
in the affairs of the finnily and their business may be shown, such an iriterest
as wvill bind ail the dloser touretlîer pastor and pcopfle. But along witli this
there ;nust be that quiet, 11013 dignity which shail evec presere the proper
relation!ships.

Lt canno«, be doubtcd zhat in the performance of this duty rnany and serious
ditlcdlti. are to bu met. Soîn of these arise froi the nature of the mninister
hinisclf, while others spring froin that of the people or the circtnnstances of his
field.

It nmay bc supposed that -Ill fée more or less a certain shýness in close
conversation on' reiiî. ihnany it is a comiparatively easy iatter ta,
stanid befu)re a crowdç and î;reachl; but when broughit face ta faue with the
individual, and cspecially %when this one is inuch more advanced in age and
experience, it is no easy task. TIhis iiîpiditv is often a greatý hindrance ta the
yuuiig minister, more particulnirly if lie bc nervous and retiring. But a more
eerions ditfiiculty lits ini the way of one who is destitute of this shyness, and
likewise of tact or pirudence. Sonie inien-eveni somne ministers-are born
blunderers. Iii a certain congregation there was a minister at anc turne of
ivhoni it wvas said, " If lie could be boxcd up in the pulpit, hoe would do very
well ; but when lie gets out anion- tie people lie spoils ail." Tro dcal per-
sonally with ail the différent shades of character ta be founid in any ordinary
congre-,alion, requires great prudence; ta discern the various; motives acttîating
the peuple, thc pastor nceds great slîrewdness ; ta apply the right remcedy in
the scver.al cases of trouble lie mieets, and give sourid advice, demnands excel-
lent judgnient. Even Uic wisest and rnost expcricnced find difficulties, for
the mastery of whicli îhey desire more wvisdoin.
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