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THE BIRTH 0F A SISTER DOMINION.

L AST February a confrence of thc representative statesmen of
the Australasian Colonies,--viz. New South Wales, Victoria,

Q ueensland, South Australia, West Australia, Tasmania and New
Zealand, met in the city of Melbourne to consuit wvhether the time
wvas ripe for the federation of those Colonies. In the correspondeaice
in which Sir Henry Parkes, the Premier of the great Mother Colony
of Newv South Wales, proposed a convention or cofiference, he said,
" The scheme of federal government, it is assumed, would
necessarily follow close upon the type of the Dominion Govcrnment
of Canada. It would prcuvide for the appointment of a Goverrior-
General, for the creation of an Australian ?rivy Council and a
Parliament consisting of a Senate an-d a House of CommonsY" The
Hon. Mr. Gillies, speaking fromn the chair as president of the
Conférence, said, « It wvas a question as to, whethcr the (proposed)
federation should bc like the Dominion of Canada or whcther it
should bc similar to, the Constitution of thc Unitcd States. He
had no doubt that thicy ,vould find that the Caniiadiani Constitution
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