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colony, on the broad ground that it was imposed at the request of
the mother country, as a part of a great scheme which was
intended for our benefit, but which has since been so materially
altered as to exonerate us {rom cotinuingthat pactof the contract,
leavineg the duty to be re<imposed in a legitimate way, that is, on
its own menits, ifthe agricultural party were strong enough to carry
it againstthe better judgment of the other classes ol the country ?
Has he attempted to retnndel or entirely get nd of the Agrieal-
tural Duties Aets, as a monstrous injustice to the consutners of the
Province, while they aro too contemptible to speak of in pomnt of
revenuo £ No, he has been wanting in all these respeets, show-
ing either that he approves of things as they are, or that he is des-
titute of the alnhity or courage to attack them 5 in any case, war-
ranting the counclunion, that he 15 not the man the Free-Trade
panty of this city want to represent them in Parliament,

The crisis demands, that some one of more comprehensive
mind bo fonnd, to represent us within the walls of our local
House of Commons; some ono who thoroughly understands
the question in a1l its bearings, and is capable of reason-
ing on it s0 as to carry conviction to other men’s minds;
writing or speaking with equal facility, and with reasonable
eloquence,  Suck is the man the Free Trado party require to
represent them in Parliament—and le ruust be found ere we can
huld out to the country a well-grounded hope of seeing our cause
triamphant,. The Anu-Com-law league returned ats Cobden
the Free Trade Association must return s man, its Cobden ; who-
ever that may be ; a man without party ties, and who can afford
to offend the leaders on enther side of the House, provided he
thereby is strenthening the cause which we are “ pledged to carry
by every lawful means which we can make available.”  One of
theso means, is aritation ; agitation among the constituencics ; and
we give the Government and the country fair warning, thatat shall
be bezun and persevered in till our purpose is perfectly
accomplished.

We are aware that members of Parliament have to consult und
represent the prejudices as well as the opinions of their constituents,
and that their votesin Parliament must often be given to conciliate
prejudice ragher than carry out opinion: henco follows the
necessity of agitating the Provinee, m order that the masses, those
who return members to Parhament, may be imbued with clear
and corect notions on the sulject which must ere long engross
the best attentivn of every individual 1 this Proviuce.

SPEECH OF LORD LYTTLEION,
Delivcred 1 the House of Lords. on the 11tk of June, 1840,

Tord Ly1T1 £TON, representing tl.e colonial department n that house,
avasanaous to say a few words,  On the subject generally he was sats-
fied wail the argnient that, m & matter of this kind, the colunies must
nesds tollow 1o the wake of the wmother country, and partahe of the sys-
tem adopted by her; mdecd, unless by a bounty on culonial produce,
which would find but few supporters, the colomes could not be exempt
fiom the operauion of this law, 1f adopted here.  Baut there need be no
aporelicusion cntctiained by our columes interested n this question,
naely, Canada and suine of the Australian colomies ; he said ** sume,”
becaus: the leading one, New South Wales, mnported wlheat for its own
conusumplion, aud winle 1t was a country of great and rapully-increasmg
prosponity, 1t was one 1 winch the capuial and indusiry of the people
wese more and moie tahing the direction of pasteral occupation ; it
would Le fuand a beuer market than this country fur the produce of its
neighbours (Hear! hear').  Then with reference 1o Van-Diene 's Land
and South Ausiralia, the average price of wicat in ISt3 and 1 14 was
2. n quarter in the one, and 285,10 the other, the freight thence to tlus
country was never much over 20s. a quarter, bunging the price at which
they could sell their corn here to 46s. or 48, besides which they had a
natural protecuion which would be but exceed.ngly low if siated at 10s,
a quartes, in the incotparable quahity of their prodace; Awustralian
wheat wae the finest grown in the world (Iléar! Fear'). Bat by far the
most prominent feature in these discuss;ons was the Canadian question.
Now, first, all that had beea alleged on that head by the opponents of tlus
bull hiad been alicgzed by every anterest that had been aflcied Ly alicra-
tions in cus'ols dutus of late yems, in 1942 there was hardly an in-
terest affected by the reductionsin the tarniff of that year, the representa-
tivea of which did not visit the Board of ‘Trade. in many instances with a
case apparently rnefragable wpon paper, showing the imcvitable run
which woulld befal them ; but a pamphlet was published last year by Mr.
Giadstone explaining how all three apprebensions and anticipations had
been falsified, and the trade affected remained as it was, or improved.
Were the Canadinn interests backward i that year to make such repre-
sentatians? (Hear', Farfrom . Thoee interested m the Canadian
tumber trade. assited that the dinunution i the differential doty in fa-
vonr of Cavadian tunber would bring total dratruction upen that trade,
and, o3 was now gaid, weaken the conneetion with thatealony.  “The
House had licard on a foriner night from the Prosident of the Board of
Thade (the Earl of Dalhousie) what was the present siate of that trade.
The price of Canadian Lmber, wlich for two or three years afier that al-
teration hiad been lower, gning the concumer the whale benefit of the re-
duetion, Ead of late, in conerquence of the inerease in the demand, en-
tirely recovered 1ta former nmonnt.  ‘That a sumiar result would follow
this mensnre as respected Canada he had every confidenca.  As to the
feehng which prevailed in that colony on the subject, he dilt not wish to
deny that he was now arzuing the guestion at a disa-lvantage in conse-
quence of the receipt of the addiess from_the Canadinn Legislature to
which vo much allusion had been made.  But he laboured under another

disadvantage in consequence of the non-receipt of the last mail, wluch he
felt cc.ifident would bring intelhigence favourable to the policy of the Go-
vernment. The whole tone and purport of the address was entirely in«
consistent with what had taken place in the Canadian Legislature. ‘That
address, 1t was understoad, was passed by the Lemslative Assembly un-
expeetedly ; and,if any of their Lordships had referred to the reports of
the debatce, or no debate, for there was really noue, they would have seen
that what was carned-—and 1t wascarned the very mght before the mail
went out—was sinply a motion made by a gentlemon named Robinson
for a selcer commutee to conauder the address ; and i the newspapers no-
thing wag <tated beyoud the appomtment of the relect commttee, It
mnght be sand that s procecding showed the unammnty of the Legisla-
tive Assembly upon the subject.  But af their lordships had read the de-
bates on the previous resolntion, they would have parneipated in the sur-
prise with wlich her Majesty’s Government received the news that the
address was adopted. ‘The resolutions did not go to any defimte approval
of the policy of Her Majesty’s Government ; but the bare 1dea of any di-
minution of the spirit of loyalty in Cunada was as wild and absurd ns
could possibly enter into any man’s imagination.  So fur ns an opimon
had been expreased in Canada on the subject of the Ministenal measure,
1t had not taken & hne of disapproval, but somewhat of alarm, uniess the
measure were accompanied by certain others.  Mr. Merritt, a member of
the Canadian Legislature, 1n & speech charactenised by great abibity,
while =o far he disapproved of the measure, concluded, after proposing a
great nutber of measures which lie cunceived 1t wasin the power of the
Canadlan Legislature to adupt f siself, by asking, « With these re-
gources at command, why showmd we not avail oursclves of the
accidental and natural advantages we possess, and promptly fole
low this great movement; which, happly, has been introduced
under the sanction of the most eminent statesmen in the great-
est nation of the present day?1” He nnght also refer to the pro-
ccedings at the great public meeting held 1n Montreal.  ‘Though he ad-
mtted the resolution proposed at that meeting, to express entire approval
of the Mimsterial mecasure, was defeated by a very small majonty, yet
he should call the attention of thesr lordstups to the fact, that the reso-
lution which was carried embodied un expression of opinion in favour of
the ultimate establishment of free trade in Canada. The resolution
was—** ‘That, winlst this mecting has in view the ultimate estabhshment
of free trade in this culony, it nevertheless, if hereafter found necessary,
will use its influence to insure the continuance of such protective duties
on our produce going into the markets of Great Britain and Ireland as
the Imperial Parliament, in its wisdom and justice, may now or hereafter
see fit to encct for the welfare and prospernity of this country. In the
meantime, however, this meeting isof opinion that the dangers apprehen-
hended from the change of system may only be met by a wise and timely
adjustment of depending interests to suit the altered circumstances of her
relations with the mother country.” Much stress had been laid upon the
first despatch of the Governor-General of Canada on tlus subject.  That
despately, 1t was obvious, was not wteuded to convey his own views, but
to state the representarons made to lum in lus official capacity. The
Governor-General, in common with the Legislature of Canada, deside-
rat=d other measures to accompany the Corn Bill.  So far v 1th regard to
the feeling which prevanled in Canada on the subject.  He should endea-
vour to show from the facts of the case that the people of Canada need
not be under any apprchensions as to the result of the Mimstersal mea-
sure.  Mr. Cayley, the Inspector-General, that was the Finance Mimster
of Canada, entered nto the nuestion Liow far Canada might be able to
bear a share in the geaeral trade of the world with England as regards
corn, excluding any 1 serence to the special competition with the Umited
States. He stated tuc charges on gramn imported from Qucbee, and de-
duced from tus calculations that it naght be landed n Laverpool at or
about 40s. Onc or two 1tems in Mr. Cayley’s caleulations were too low ;
but he (Lord Lyttleton) had recewved a caleulation from a Canadisn
merchant, the greatestindeed 1 this country (Mr. Gillespie), who stated
that Canadian corn could be landed in this country at or about 46s. But
the cluef apprehensions winch were entertained as to the eflect of the
Muusierial mcasure related to the presumed competition with the United
States. Me wasat s loss to understand on what ground 1t was that 13
had becn so strongly asserted that 1t was out of the question for the Ca-
nadians to compete with the Americans with respecet to the corn trade in
the Enghsh market.  Why could not the people of Upper Canada com-
pete with the Americans of the wesiern states 7 Their soll was abont
the same, the wazes of labour were about the same, and the quality of
the best Canadian wheat was cqual to the “est gram in England. He
believed that the difference of freight between New-York and IEngland,
as contsacted with the freight between Quebee and England, was consi-
derably in fuvour of the Amcricans, but that advantage was counteiba~
lanced by other conswlerations ; and could, 1t might be safely said, be
overcome by tho enterprise and eneray of the Canadians. It had been
tated 10 1842, before the improvements in Canada had arnsed at the
matunty which they had now reached, that with respect to the export of
wheat from the corn-growing districts of Canada, and the western states
of America, the Canadians ought to be on an cquality with the Ameri-
cans. ‘The report of a epecial commuttee of the Leaislatve Assembly of
Canada on the subject of a free trade wuth Great Brtam n the agricul-
tural productions of British North Awenca, and of a protection to those
productions frow the competition of fureigners in the colomal home mar-
kets, alluded to * the relative and newuly-balanced advantages possessed
by the rival communications with the Atlantic, the St. Lawrenee, and the
Hudson Rivers.” Itis aiso stated, * After the enlargement of the Ene
Canal shall have been completed, which is our most formidable rival, not-
withstanding the reduction herelofure wmentioned by the St. Lawrence,
the cost of trangportation through the two channels will be nearly cqual.”
Ye bad scen a ealculntion in figures, with which he would not now
trouble their lordships, in reference to the 1wo routes,—onc from Buffulo
to New-York by the Enc Canat and Hudson niver, and the other fromn
the entrance of Welland canal on Lake Erie to Mo itreal—in referenos
to translupinent, &c ; and in every onc respeet, except the length of
canal, the advantage was n favour of the Canadians. e would read to




