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wistgfhat this universal dc‘nm will be gmuﬁed
brok P bor, in the wisdom of his Providence, Deity
or lv doterminad to confer an jnnnortal ex-
i" tenco on the minds of all people, when
o shall place them in the spiritunl bodies
W8 another and hetter world. It was for
{&his purpnse that Christ rose fron the dead,
Bursting the cerements of the grave, to
deveal the great truth of the “resurrection
Af the dead,” to the wanting sons and
"nughtcrs of Adam. Ilence, of the Sa-
&iour, Peter said, “who God hath raised
&on the dead” Actsiii: 15. IHence
Poul had hope * that there should be a
fesurrection of the dead, both of the jusl
g nd unjust.” 'Aclc XXiv: 1.:, cnd that *

2 Cor.v: 1.
3 With theso instructions for our guide,
Xwe, rejecting the doctring of annilalation,

3 BR that ench and every son and daughter

herg ; of Adam will be’ madc lr\ oxist forover after

as they are on earth corruptible,
they “ill be raised incorruptible ; and we
fully believe that the resurrection state will
J'”be glorious; for the langnege of the Saviour
the Sadduces, exactly cypresses

“Ye do err, not knawing the

, uor the power of God. For in

Iy dangers of God in heaven”  Matt, xii:
§329,39. We freely confess, that we do
 not helieve that the resurrection state will
bo one of dishonor and sinfulness. Tor,
das the all whodie in Adam, are to be made
falive in Christ ; and as Christ is the first
Tuils of the resurrection, or hut an exhi-
bition of the glory of the whole resurrec-
tion, so it must be evident, that no blasphe-
tRmous, sinful, and depraved wretch will be
k. aised in thnt character in Christ—for it is

lmve par‘a‘ien of Adnm’s sinful and im-
perfect nature, so in the resurrection, we
shall put on heavenly natures.

V. Tho New Testament ascribes to
718 Jesus the august namo of “ Saviour of the
B8 world.” i Johniv: 14. Aund itdeclares
8 thac he came 1o “call sinners to repont.
ance.” Matt. ix: 13. That he came to
seck-and tosave that which was lost. Luke
{xix: 10.  That he came to “ save his peo.
{8 ple from their sins.” Matt. i: 21, And
% that “ God was'in Christ reconciling the
‘% world unto himself.” 2 Cor. v: 19, The
g3 ascriptions of the high.and onnobling duty
i10 the Lord-Messiah of redeeming tho
whole world, is not made in the New Tes-
tament, without other testimony of his abi.

in ogrecinent with the diviae govern.
ment.

& [t is on all hands admitted, that God is
almighty in power, unlimited in wisdom,
i€ and unbounded in goodness. And it is
3 very evident that the unbounded, goodness
& <f God would never “permit his almighty-
power to create an-intelligent being, when

»

lity to accomplish the work, and ofis being

I his unlimited wisdom saw that said intolli-
gont being would be endlessly miserable.
Hence he »nys, that ho ¢ will not cast oft
forever.” Lam. iit: 31, “Forl willnot
contond forever, neither will Ialways be
wroth 3 for *the spirit should fail boforo
we, and the souls which i have made.”
Isa. Ivii: 16.  Conseguently, as the Lord
will neither cast off forever, nor contend
furever, the oppusite of this must coincido
with his will, plessure and purpose. Paul
declares that Gud **will have all men to
be saved and come unto the knowledge of
the truth L Tim. ii: 1.6, While, in
another instance he says,. *having made
known unto us the mystory of his will,
eccording to his gved pleasurc, which he
hath purposed in himself ; that in the dis-
pensation of the fulness of times he might
gather togethier.in one all things in Christ,
both which are in heaven, and which are
on carth, even.in him.” Eph.i: 9, 10,
So fur from this testimony, we gather the
sublime truth that the gathering together of
all things in Christ, and the bringing of
ali to the knowledge of the truth,.is in
agreenmynt with the will, purpose and plea-
sure of tlie Almighty. Consequently, as
Christ is the « Saviour of the world,” and
the ¢ propitiation for the sins of the whole
world,” in effecting the work of universal
salvation, he will execute the will, pleasure
and purpose of Deity—he will fulfil the
word of Jehovah, for the word has gonb
forth from God, that * every  knee shall
bow, and cvery tongue shall swear, surely
shall say, in the Lord have I righteousness
and strength:”

That the pleasure of the Lord will pros-
per in the hands of the Saviour : that
Messiah will accomplish the will of God,
which it was his .aneat and drink to do;
that the purpose of God.in Christ will
stand ; is demonstrated in Scripture.  Sin
shall be finished, Dan. ix : 24—tears shall
wa wiped from off all faces, isa. xxv: 8—
pain and sorrow shall have an end, Rev.
xxi: 4—death shall be swallowed vp in
victory, Ish. xxv: 8, and heing the last
enemy, shall be destroyed, 1 Cor, xv : 26
—all the ends of the world shall remember
and turn unto the Lord, and il the kind-
reds of the nations shall worship before

“him, Ps. xxii: 27~then shall Christ see of

the travail of his soul and shell be satis-
fied.

"With these considerations, we are pre-
pared to affirm that we believe, after ua-
cguivocally rejecting the notion that mkl-
titudes will be endlessly lost from virtue
and happiuess, tiat in the providence of
God and in the lulness of times therc will
be @ complele reconciliation of every son
and daughter of Adam to truth and holi-
ness, by the work and reign of the Saviour
—and that, when Christ shall have subdued
all things to himself, ho will render up the
kingdom to God the Father, wko will be all
in all. Beyond this period, we believe
that thers will not be any pain sorrow,
sighing, tears, sin, error or death ; but that

<each individual will be happy, will increase

in knowledge, and go onward in offering
the praise of intelligence’ and holiness to
God and the Lamb forever and over. In
the fulfilment of this noblo and divine doct-
rino,'wo find great consolation and .morsl
power.

VI. 1t isclearly taught in the ‘Serip-
tures, that violations oF tho moral law of
God will be punished, apd that sin will be

distinctly and cortainly chastised. God
% will by no means cloar the guilty.”” Ex.
xxxivi7.  And no observer of actunl life
can fail of perceiving that vice is followed
by painful consequences—for it is every
where demonstrated that * the way of
transgressors is hard.” The sinner can
not escapo tho just judgments of God.—
But the punishment thus intlicted, is refor-
matory in its tendoncy ; for God chastises
with tho hand-of a parent. Henco it is

said, * now no chastening for the present
‘seemeth to bo joyous, but grievous ; never-
theless, afterward it yicldeth the penceable
fruit of righteousuess unto them which are
exercised thereby.” Heb. xii: 11, When
chastisement  shall have effected its office
in subduing the offender, then forgivencss
will be extended ; which furgiveness con-
sists in blotting out his sins {rom rememb-
rance and rcccwmg him aguin intq favor,
the same as though he had not been sinful.
tlence it is said, “speak yo comfortably
to Jerusalem, and cry unto ler, that her
warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity
is pardoned ; ‘for she hath received of the
Lord’s hand double for all her sins.”  Isa.
xl: 2. The wandering prodigal, though
severely punished for his vices in the far-
off land, yet was forgiver. when his father
received him and forgot his sins in tho.joy
‘of hisrecovery.

“Therefore, while we have no faith in the
doctrine of endless misery, yet we believe
that the sinner will be punished according
to his deeds—that pain will {ollow crime as
'a consequence—and that when punish-
‘ment shall have eflected its object, then
Sforgiveness will be extended to sinners
and they will be recetved into favor and
adopted tpto the glorious liberty of the
children of God.

VII. When an individual is in error
and in sin, it must be obvious to every per-
son, that in coming to a Enowledge of the
truth, and to the practice of wvirlue, a
change must take place—for if an indivi-
dual ceases to do-evil and learns to do-well

implies that a change in his views and
feclings has led to a corresponding change
in faith and aciion. In this change we
beiieve, and call it the «ancw birth*—a
death to sin and-error, and a * new birth”’
into the kingdom of truth and virtue.—
This change is produced by the operation
of trath and mora] principle upon the un-
derstanding and the aﬂ'ecti!x’)s. Hence
Peter said, being born again, not of cor-
vuptible seed but of incorruptible, by the
aword of God, which livetn and <abideth
forever.” 1 Pet. i: 23,

Thischange also implies “regeneration;”
for the individual is regencrated from vice
and error to the betier condition of holiness
and truth. And there is combined in it,
the doctrine of © repentaice”—ior, when
the individual s0 experiences a change as
torealize his sinful acts, will he not repent
him of his evil'deeds ?  And willnot the
sincerity of that repentance ‘be manifest
in his future righteousness 2

Therefore rcjecting notions of a myste-
rious, miraculous, instantancous new birth
conversion and change of ficart, we be-
licve in the new birth and regeneration
from sin and crror to holiness and truth,
produced by the power and influence of
tho ¢ word of God;” and we believe in
the necessity of fruc repentance 3 & * ré-
pentance not to be repented ofy” and which

turns from-error and embraces the truth, it |

leads to more correctactlon,

VIII. No careful qbsérver of community
can fail of* perccnvi‘\g, that with muli-
tudes, religgion isa more outward show ; is
implicit faith in a creed, or a bigoted ad-
horence to a sect, or a practice of cextain
ceremonies, or a strict attendance ugon
multitudes of meetings. Nor is it an orror
to say that there are many, who are not
circumspect in their lives, who exercise
no benevolence, or liberality, yet who are
thought to be raligious because very zeal-
ous for the advancement of a particular
sect. Now, the New Testament is very
far different in its descriptions of religion,
from the frequent errors which have ob.
tained in community concerningit. It setq
forth that religion consists of virtue and
‘benevolence ; in tha steady discharge of
moral duty; in tho exhibition of a pure
life ; in constantexertions to oboy the will
of God; ‘insuch an‘excellent conversa-
tion, and purity-of thought, and holiness of
aclion, «3 to deserve the approval of a cor-
rect conscienge, and. thie blessing of the
divine word. Hence, the prophet inquires,
« he hath showed thee, O man, what is
good; and what doth-the Lord require of
thee, Lut'to "do jusily, and to love mercys
and to walk humbly with thy. God % Mi-

affirms * pure religion, and undefiled, be-
foro God and the Father, is this, to visit
the fatherless and widows in their affliction
and to keep himself unspotted from the
world.” Jamesi: 97. ‘

Hencee, rejecting all fanatism, excite-
ment or ceremonious form, which may be
denominated religion, we believe in 2 re-
ligion of good works, pure lives and holy
conduct—a rcligion of the ‘golden rule,
«whatscever ye would that men should do
to you, do yceven so them”—a religion
of discharging the various duties of life
with fidelity and vigor—a religion whose
highest aim is to purify the thotghts of
'evil, the conduct of sin, the soul of ro-
venge, the actions of hypocrisy, and-to fill
the mind with sublane affection which ex-

‘pands into supreme love toward God and

universel Jove towards all men,

To sum up the various points which
have been advanced, we find them to be,

God. 2. In the divine authenticity of the
Bible. 3. In Christ as the Son of God.
4. In the resurrection of the dead. 5-
In the reconciliation of the world. 6. In
the punishment for vice and the reward
for virtue. 7. In thenow birth, regener-
ation, and repentance, produced by the
word of God.
works. These are the great principles of
{fuith which formthe Restitution, and chaz.
acterize the denomination of Universalists.

In viow of them, I put tlte solemm in-
quiry to my readers, what is there-in thess
principles which is so very evill Why
should they lead us to be asect every whera
spoken against? Can a reason be found
in them, why the Restitution and i be-
lievers, should be the subjects of continued
misrepresentation, and of idle stories and
stale anccdotes, in almost every protracted
meeting which is started? The only
reasori. which ¢an be given is, that this
faith declares that Christ will actually be
the * Saviourof the world:”’ And-yet is
it so very bad to believe, that the world
will ultimately be saved from sin and sor-

row, that it need be mot with every stigma

cah vi: 8. While James nodess distinctly -

1. Faith in the one, only living and true

8. In a roligion of good .



