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-state. As -our liot and -rainy season is
-now-about-endecl, we anticipate a vhange
'for the better. Vie e1e that ive ;liave-
additional cause te chank '1God, whiose
gaodn-ess we have so largly shared in
'this distant land.

A severe lîurricanc swevpt over tiiese
islatids ini -Jaxwar y Iast. The bouses, and
plantations cf tire -natives, inepod
-places, wverc iii a greatt ni.ca:'ure dsry
cd by it. The large ýCburclb at this sta-
tion, whieli stands ini a conspicuous place,
lvas sligiy injured by it, but the dami-
age was sean repaired. But 1 regret te

(Id timat twva vessels were lest iii the
-grauip,-ane being driven ashore, and
Uic other foundered at sea with ail on
board.

I rcjoice te inforn; you that we con-
tinue te labor îvith encouragement anong
«the natives. We indeed 4neet with ig-
morance, superstition and impicty, whiài
cannot fail te distress us; yer, on the
-other band, ive sec tiucli for wbielh we
owgbt, tei tbank God and take courage.
The attention which many of the natives
give te tite mears empleyed for tbieir
-spiritual iniprovement encourages thse
lhope that they are in earnest about the
salvation of their seuls. It is pleasing te
-sec those wvbe a fewN years age ivere cruel.
and degraded savages, sitting at the feet
of Jesus like litte ch~idren.

Tbe ordinance of the Lord's Supper
was dispcnsed at my station last weck.
It was, perhaps, ou-r mest solemui and
impressive seasen of communion on the
island. About 1400 persons had asseni-
bledl on the occasion. Tbe number of
chureh members on our roll at present
is 100, exclusive of those wvbo have gene
Io hecathen islands as teachers. The
nimber ofpersons in communion ini Mr

ngi'district ig between 70 and 80.-
Tlle conduct d the chîurcb members at
both stations is, in general, satisfàetory.
-Cases of baulzsliding ame much less fre-
-quent thian might have been expected
among persens who hiave se recenlbeen reseued f*tom the awful abyss of
ieatheniisrn, and who trom- their earliesý.
years have been familiar with its abomu-
inat ions Our church menibers, I be-
lieve, if net intelligent, are at least sin-

ocechristians.
The cause ef education advances by

-degrees. As aur teachers are but mean-
ly qualified fer their office, and as the

*rnajority of the scholars are adults, kt
wvould be uni-easonable te expect rapid
:progress. Notwithstandirig these disad-

vantages, a large numiber renow able
to read tbe word of God in their own
tongue. In addition te our common
seho'ols, the daily class foir youngf men
andiwomcn -of p remise is continued at
botb stations. Ihave beezi unable te at-
ter5d te this class eor santie monitls on ac-
count of other duties, especially transia-
tmng and aitending te the press: Ilatber
than discontinue .t, iMis Geddie has ta-

sonie,f tiemor advanced natives, iwho
mc sionitors. Bctween 50 and 60

natives attend this class.
The building' for aur Educational In-

stitution lias been completed. It was
plan ncd by %Lr Inghlis, and built by the
natives under lus superintendence. It
is an imposing lieuse of 70 feet long by
21. feet ivide, and contains a spacieus and
*wel-itted-up class roora, with other suit-
able apartmients. It will be opened in
a few wecks, on ;vhich occasion aIl the
teachuers on the isiand wbo can attend
will be present. The institution wilI be
under Mr lIng'lis' direction, whlî is cmi-
uiently qualified for so important a posi-
tion. 1 trust tlîat our infant institution
ma), become. a blessing te Aneiteuffi, and
that its beneficial effects may be felt on
neighiboring islands. May it becôme a
nursery for training piaus and devoted
teachers for the missionai-y work 1

A vcry sad afflair took place on tbis
island about two months ago. I e
mote inland district where the people
w-ere nearly ail heathen, a womaa was
st.xangled by her owvn two sons, on the
occasion ef the death of a clîild of one of
thein. The dced was done atniidight,
and the bodies af the child and grald-
mether were carried te the sea, and
thrown into it according te the old eus-
tom. As ne case of strangulation hiad
occurred on the island for nearly four
years it was supposed that the practise
was entirely abolished. Tîje whole isl-
and xwas tbrown inte a state of excite-
nient as moan as the deed was k-nown.
Tlîe chiefs agreed ta hold a meetingý at
the place, and puîîisli the inurderers,and
M\r Inghis and 1 %vere decidedly o? opini-
on that an act se uxînatural anîd cruel ir,
itself, and se autrageous te the reit '.,.us
principles and feelings of the almost en-
tire population should net be overlooked;
but ive took a pledge from the chiefs that
ne injury sheuld be doue ta the persons
of the niurderers. On the day appointed
the chiefà met, but the eriminals led te
the -bush and hid themselives. After a
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