
- -I

CANADA TEMPFERANCE AI)VOCATE.35

eaumwesa. Ou~r clergy, out atagistrales, OU! intelligeni lai-
mciq, Âhatiid consult toethhr3 bath in private and, in public,
ta devisp meanà for lessening tbis. great evii. Public
opin~ion once fairly aroused, wauid have immense power ;
and united action, an the part of ail who are alive to thejir
duty, couid scarcely fait té be followed by the Divine bless-
ing. We would wish our readers ta carnmunicato any facts
or suggestions ibat bear an ibis important subject, that some
p("~ may be devisedý and heartily carrned out, ta abate or
re m ove entireiy ibis fatal moral ptstilence that is desolating
the damlestic camfarîs. and preying on the vitaîs of aur
working populaion.-Brstol Temperance Her-ald.

Prohibitory Law.
The opponenis of the Maine Law aller but two arguments.

Tbey say the iaw cannot be eniarced, and the attempts to,
enforde it only enbances the evil it is intended to cure ; and
that il should noi be enfarced, because il violaies personai
liberty. To the first the repiy is overwbplring-tbat ithag
been enféiced ta some extent, and that, just sa far as iL :has
be en, crime and poverty have decreased. Vague and gene-
raI contradictions af tbis siatement, are plentiful enough, 'but
ta no purpose. Where ver, the Prahibitorv Law ba's been
enforced even incompletely, the statistics, of Crime unitorrn)If
show a diminution in the use of intaxicaling drinkrs. Th1f3great statistical tact is not, fartuitous nar of doubîtful cause. IL
is nat ta be silenced by contradiction. Figures must be met
by figures. If ibis coul1d have been done, il would bave. heen.
What if, ai any lime since Maine bas had on Fer statuie book
the law that has given ber lame throughout, Chrisiendorr,
her jails had held as many criminais as before, and ber courts
as fuil of po, wretched mortais ans werin- for outrazes 011
persan and property as before-would flot the Rumn lotsresi
have verified the lact by accurate figures, and used it tritim-
phantly ta stay the plague wbich is smiting its piofits ?
Here that interesi is lame. The figures are againît il --ire-
raendonsiy againsi il, like the hand-writin-- on Beiabazzar's
palace-wali. The trade is partially cut off in Maine, and
Crime is cut off aimasi il liai quite in the same proportion.
The undeniable figures --howed this iii six'montbs, and con-
tinue ta show il.

Now, intelligent and~ ingertiaus tyafficker, wvbolesale or re-
tai, in Aicobolic drinks, you must, find some cause for ibis
gioriaus tact beside tbe prohibition af your business, or else
confess yourself the atkior af Crime and tbe enemy of So-
ciety. It won't do for you ta say, even if you could prove
il, 4'The quantity is as great as ever."1 The ohject of the
law is not to lireveni penple from drinking ibis or thai, but
ta prevent Pauperismr and Crime-to praîect tbe public peace.
if the statistics of Pauperism and Crime are in lavor af the
Law, let the amount drank be what il wiii, if drinking be
not diminisbed, then, surely, nobody's liberty ta drink has
boe much damaged. We Jan't care how the law brings
about the blessing, so ibat we gel il ; and we do gel il, more
or iess, wherever we gel the Law. Whierever the law lias
been enacted, and had a trial, ibere it has been more or ie.çs
enlorced, and alwdys witb a visible, palpable diminution of1
Pauperism and Crime, ai immense pecuniary and incalcula-
hie moral value. T[bis is as much an accnsmplished tdci il,
paliiics ai lte world as Steam Navigaition or Railway Loconîn-
lion is in the Mechanics af it.

Thus, the Rurn Advocates, having signally iailed ii tteir
tnatter-oi-fact argument and utilitariari Logic, have no
stronghold leit, but the abstraction of personal liberty. '[bai
Round lirinciple, ibey tell us, mnust not be violatcd, no mnalter
how powerful the motive, or bowv great the good ta besecuir-
cd by ils violation. il is refresbin.g ta meet witb such devo-

lion a prncipe; bt, uortUnaleIy, the great good whiclb is
ta hie sacrificed ta il, in thiq Que, is ual thai of the devotees,1but of éther people. The principie may be warîby of al,
this worsbip; but we cannai heip remarking tbat their var-

ship of il is none af the puresi. Their godliness timells ter-
riblyof gain. Now, let us sec wvbetber Society mnuai suis-
mit to a double or quadruple load af Pauperismn and Crime,
rather iban la invade the, irailie which is the cause ut il.

IL is nat conteed d4 that Alcaliic Beveraèges are necessa-
ries ai lufe. They ace aI besi luxuries. IL does not loilow
that, because the iaw hai laid ils prohibitary tinger an a
Ilixury,. il bas estabished a precedeni for stvailig the ne-
cessaries ai laie, nor for invading other Iixuries wttich have
no injuriaus ' affect on Socitty, or are nol productive ai Pau-
perism and Crimne. But the law inib tis case dues not pro-
hibit tbe use ai the luxury ; il only prohibits lte putlic pro-
duction and distribution. 'hie persanai right ta poison one-
self---wbiatever ibat is worlh-is lefi as intact kand( sacred as
If ver, iii the abstract ; andi, as wvu are taiking afiaan abstrac-
tion, ibis is siznificant. The whole extent, nf the invasion
af persoàsal rigbt or liberty is ibis, that one mars stiall notl be
allowed ta ininister to the luxury of others, wltetever by s0
doing he injures Society ai large bath in niesus and murais.
In tbis general stalement wve recognize a principle ut law as
old as Society ilsel, ifnel as uld as the everlasting buiis.
Personal liberty apal bîons ilt wouid bie worihless. IL In-
vades no mau's pravacv ' mare thari any oiser iawv ; it simnply
probibits a public branch ai business whoich sacrifices public-
gonod ta private gain in the enterprise ni pamrpering ani ab-
pormial appetite. The Maine Lav occulules nu untrodden
grounid . No lansltnark ai liberty is overtiîrown lu makie %vay
for il. Laws antthie same principle have existed whprever
Civilization bhas liourisbed(. The a,îly peculiaily in ibis
case is the extemat of tbe practice probibîited, anti the propor-
tionally urgent dctnand.

If (bo legislative powver bas no right to enaci such a law,
then wbal righ as itat mendie witb Paupprisin anti Crime
ai ail ? is Society limited] to the cuie of thcse s'vals, and pre-
cluded from prevention ? Thet'tî i niglbt am well give up the
hc'jeless enterprise first as lasi-let the lnmiortuteate and iît-
catnpletent fèed and cloîbe themrseives as miîey cati, and the
roglues rugi ai large ta satiate ibemielves iib viliainy. Per-
sanal liberty just as muiel requires the averthraw oai liaws
whiclî prevent the mercenary t'ram sedtacing and victimizing
the weak and unwary, as the Maine La%-.. If we yield the
appanents ai tbe Maine Law their ce sacred lirincipile," we
must esiablisb the unirestricted rigbt ai' tempiing ani being
tempted, as the arcb-enemny wouid bave il ; and, Ibat being
doue, wisai revenue would long suffice i'or graied palaces,
and the expensive and tediaus processes by which"ý justice"
fuls tbem ? Comion sense proclaims, lîke the vaice ai the
tofinîte multitude ai wabers, tbai Society bas a divine rigbt
ta r elieve itscîf, and alough off tbiR whole business ai swii-
ling the human mind ino iatuity hy poisanaus dfritîk. mndi-
vidual rigbl againsi social power depetîds upon the nature ai
tbe tbing ta be doue- the balance ai the good and the evil
tbere is iii il. Now, lu this age ai the worid, as in none be-
fare, Alcobohce Beverages have undergane the scruiiny ai
xcience. -The Psychologise, the Chemisi, and the Physiolo-
gist, have iraced tîte subtie spirit tbrougli aIl lthe nerves and
fibree ai the humait irame, aîîd noîeil noihing to compe-nsate is
inevitâble itiscliiels-. T'le I>oiiticai Econom-ist and Statician
have %vatched lthe effieci tf this business on wealih, and moind
it evcîy wvay destructves. Tfle Tîteniozisi bas weighetl ils
restmîts lilomis the sontl, an(] mmmid rnithinir hti mauebe
wvae. T[le goil and lhe joy ni il is like the miorentary
flash ai tic explotitg magazine, wvhich, scatters black wreck
atid inangled corpses in ail directions.

Now, here i4 establis.hed a inarked, hroad, eternal dlst*I0 c-
lion"biutweerkr Ii Rg nd lthe ordinary tram-l:s by which
the trihutarirs 'ttsVbWI!Wcessity atîd comiort are distr'iu-
ted. lThe danger thq tbe.Vroitibition ai tiis w~il Iead tao the
invaqion ai the othero, iýqctitiou9 anti ridicuovsîy ,.bsmrd.
Tule'.immuuîitv ai, 1We ud dead pasi irmus Mltb dgu
againsi the sailutary prohibition. B3Y the same token that
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