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Grocers and Groceries.

It requires a combination of business qualitics
to make a succesaful grocer, says Pevnsylvania
Gracer. He must be a good judgo of the com-
modities which he bandles, must have a koov.
ledge of values, and must know the paculiarities
of his customers, Possessing these gifte, and

sying strict attention to business, his chunces
for a succesdful career are good.

There is a eort of fashion in grocerios, as in
dry goodsand other articles,  What is populur
and active in one place may bo dead stock in
another. A Liberty atrcet wholesuler said the
other day that he had a great run oo o certain
brand of canned corn in West Virginia, bug
found very little sslo for it in Obto, where
apother brand was all the go. Neither of these
brands suited the Peonsylvania market. 1t is
the same with almost everything. Flour and
coffee are conspicuous examples ot this diver.
sity of tastes, as shown by the muititude of
brands and blends that ave in the market.

The grocer must study and cater to thesc
peculiarities of taste to be successful. He may,
by persiatent effort, overcome local idiosyn:
cracies; but if he be a wise man, as his calling
demands, he will follow tho wishea of his
cuatotgere, and keep his own ideas in the back.

ound. :

The closer the grocer studics these thiogs
the better for him. He cannot do as he pleases,
He will flod it more popular to follow than to
lcad. If he wants to piay the role of a re-
former hé must work very cavefully, or he wiil
arouss such antagonism as will make his posi.
tion very uncomfortable. He must insiouate
his personality into the community. He can-
not do it by direct attack. By pursuing this
policy he muy effect valuable reforms in the
tastes and manners of his patrons.—Exchange.

The Alaska'm‘Bnundary.

Some account of the effurts already made to
define the boundary linv between Aliska and
British America, and of what is propased to be
done in the same diraction in the near future,
is given by Superintendent Mendenhall, of the
United States Coast and Geodetiz Survey, ina
recent syndicate article  Recalling the fact
that the Loundary linc in question was origi-
nally deficed in the treaty of 1825 bitween
Eogland and Russia, he says that when the
treaty of cession to tho United States was
made in 1867 the bouudarics of the couutry
ceded, as far as related to the eastern limit,
were defined precisely as in the treaty of 1525,
The boundary liue consists of two pirts, one
of which is astronomical and the other natural
The astronomical line is the 141st meridian of
west longitude, which forms the major part of
the bonodary between the territory and British
America. This liue raos from the Arctic ocean
southward to a point in tho vicinity of Mount
St. Elias, which is within a few miles of the
shores of the north Pacific. Ia order to locate
points on this line it is only necessary t» deter-
toine 1atitude and longitude, A survoying par-
ty was sent in 1889 to make obrervations for
boundary purposes.  Iu 1892 the lower ¢nd of
the meridian was Sxed by olservatioas in the
neighborhood of Mount St Elias. 1t was
found that tho meridian passed through the
mouctain but pot thraugh its summir.

The remainiog portion of tho Loundaryis
determined by an irregular linc extending along
the coast from the poiat where the 14lst
meridian touches Mount St Elias down to
Iatitude 54° 40". Tiii> livc encloses a long aad

.na-tow but important rvirip of territory, the
eastern limit of which is up to the present uu-
determined, The treaty begins by providiug
that tho line is to proceed along the paraliel of
54° 40° eastward antil the Portland Canal is
reached, and to ascend along this canal unt 1it
reaches tho parallel of 56% The only ground
for coatention thus far is as to what body of
water the name Portland Canal belongs, though
Superintendent Mendenball thinks that thero
.islittle room for such contention. Itiswhat

follows that has given rise to controveray.
According to the treaty, setting out from tho
intersection of the Portdasd Caual and the
parallel of 869 tho *¢ lino of demnrcation shall
follow the summit of tho mountains situated
parailsl to thy coast ns faras thu poiut of inver-
scction of tho 14lst degreo of wess longitude.”
Hero tho existence of a range of mouutains
paralicl 1o the coast is nssumed.  Such a rauge
was shown on the old sketch maps of 1823, At
present it is belioved that no suen rangq exists,
I+ is possible, Superintondent Mendenhall says,
that a doubt existed in the minds of tho trea y
makers, tor in another atticle it wasagreed that
whuceverthe summit of such rungo should prove
to bie mors than ten inarine leagues {about
thirty-five miles) from the acean the bonndary
should be formed by w *line parallet to the
windiogs of tho coast, asd which shall never
oxceced the distsuce of ten marine leagues
therefrom.”

‘The opinion is eapressed that that part of
the boundary line which consists of the {4lst
meridian wiill be accepted by Great Britain as
located by the Uniced Scates surveying parties.
A convention was entered into lust year be.
tween the United States and Canada fora jiat
aurvey of that part of the boundary line which
separates the narrow strip of territory krown
as Southeast Alatka from British Columbia.
Tho survey is under the charge of two com
missioners, of whuin the supzrintendent of the
Coast and Geodetic Survey is onc. Survey-
ing parties started for the destination indicated
two months or so 3y, ‘The plan of operations
is thus indicated by Superintendent Menden
hall: ‘For the coming scasoa operations wiil
be coufined to the vicinity of three rivers
which ¢r 8s the nariow strip of tercitory in-
volved, They begin just vocth of the Portland
Canal, and are the Uauk, the Sitkin and the
Tuku. At themnouths of theso rivers asiron-
omical stations will be established and tempor.
ary observatories crected. Latitude will be
determined by observation, and longitude by
means of a number of chrousometers, which
witl be cerried by the Coast survey steamer
Hassler from Sitka to theae staticns, one after
the other, aud back to Sitka, making a round
trip as often as ooco in two weeks during the
season. Differance of longitude, as every one
knows, is simply differcuce of time, The
longitude of Sitka was determined very
accuurstely in the campign of 1892, By
traugportivg chronometers from Sitka, where
an astronomical utation will al3o bs ain.
tained, to each of the other poiwnte io
tarn the respectise differences in  local
time between these atatiols and Sitka wall be
made known. The mouths of the rivers being
thus accuratoly located, asurvey of each river
by a system of triavgalation from the mouth
to a distince of as least ten marine leayues
from the coast will be excented. Topographers
wili alto be engaged in reconoissauce of tne in-
terior between these vivers for the purpose
ptiacipally of determining whether there exisis
a rango of mountains parallel to the coast,” It
is pointed out that where an accurate  delicea-
tion of the several rivers crossing the territory
is available, showing theic courses, directions
and distances, it will Le passible for a commis-
sion to agree oz a boundary line made np of
straight lines joining selected poiots on teose
rivers which will bs in practical agreemeat
with the setcond defipition as found in the
treaty. Mi. Mendeahall says that in his opin-
jon this is the oaly ratiunal solation of the
problem, for he regards the fir:t definition in
tho treaty as impossible, aod the second, if
hitcially interpretzd, as imprasticable.—DLrad-
streels.

——————

Progiess of British Shipping,

The Newcastle Chroniclz says:—** Share.
holders ia steamships sy obtain ouly limited
divideads, but shippiag Liicess enlarseain ex-
tent in the United Kingdom, The parl ument-
ary paper recently issucd oa tho subject is so
{ult of tables that it {s difficult for the uniniti.

ated to fo'low them, A comparison taken from
ono of those tables, however, will jllustrate
tho growth very fairly. The table below shows
the tonnage of vossels, eailing aud steam, that
enterod apd o'cared from ports in the United
Kingdom in thu yoars uamoed for British and
foreiga vessels:—

et TODS e
Year. British Fureiga
1860 13,914,000 10,774,000
1870 . 25,072,000 11,568,000
1580 41,348,000  17,387.000
1832 . tiiieieinnnen 43,670,000 17,820,000
1892 ..\t ivenranas . 54,372,000 21,491,000

Thus iu thicty-two yoirs the trade done by the
British vessels at our own ports has beea about
quadrupled, while that doae by foreiga veusels
at our ports has scarcely beeu doubled, so that
ovor the record of a little more thaa thres de-
cades wo have no retson to complaio. Qae of
the causes of the lower ratio of growth in for-
viga vessols as distinct from British is that the
Americaa tunnage euteriog and leaving ouc
prrts has decreased with some rvapidicy for
about sixteen yoirs, while ltalian vessels have
also fallen off. Tho iocrease in the case of the
Reitish vessels i+, of courae, mainly due to the
lirger portion of work that is done by steam.
ships. In 1860 the steam touuage (British,
that is) did less than one.third of the total ; last
year they did eight-ninths of that toteir. The
larger weork entalls a larger -fleet, and thus
meichant ships of the British empire have
fncreased in . maaner which the fullowiog
tabular statement makes clear : —

Yar. Tons. Yean, * Tone,
1860 ...... 5,710,000 13S0..... .. 8,417,000
1870.... ..7,149,000 1892...... . 10,286,000

Here, agiin, tho increase is due in the greatest
part to the increasc of the steamships ; indesd,
in the period that is covered by the contrasta
large part of that navy has been transferred
froin sailing to steamshipr.  And that transfer
is tho explanativn for the griater rapidity of
the growth of the mork than the increase of
the working vessels. The tonasge bas bsen
nearly doubled, whilst the work done has been
about guadeupled. And it is a singular feature .
of the alteration in merchant shipping that the
cmploymeatof seamenisio proportioato theton.
nage much less than it was thirty or forty years
ago. The use of machinery, the alteratisn in
the propelling power, and the increased effi-
ciency of that pawer, enable our ships to be
worked with a very material reduction of the
proportion of men to the tonvage. It is prob-
abls that the increase in the merchant shippiog
will aot be 80 large in the immediate future as
it has beea iu recect years—the dulluess in
shipbuilding must bave its effect on the outpat
of the present year; and thoe condition of the
shipping trade itself must inflaence the build-
ing of tho future. But the figures we “-ve
given prove how greatly the merchaunt sy a8
wndustries of the Unived Kingdom have Seon
enlarged in the list fow decades, aud give
some guarantee that we can mow ailow the
shiphuildiog industries to have a partial rest
for a time.”

‘Propossdt Northern Russian Railway,

The London [ron and Coal Trade Review
says: ‘‘Fears are entertained that financial
cousidarations are likely to delay the construc-
tion of the propased railway from St. Peters.
burg to the Arctic ocean, a project in which
much interest is felt in commysrcial ciccles.
Tno railwsy, which would be between 700 and
800 mules Ispg and cost six millions, would
cuormoutly bencfit trade by opening up a
large agricultuval district anl placing the
Arctic fisherics in co nmunication with o mar-
ket, and it would also give Russia a naval
stxtion on her northern coast.  The latter has
been o drcam of the preseat as well as the late
Czar, and Pors Viadimir has for years been
niarked at the site.  Port Viadimiris a little
to the north of Archaugel, and possesses the
great merit of belsg open to ships in winter as
welt as 10 summer, while it is said to be easily
cspabls of fortification.”



