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At a meeting of the council of the Victoria
board of trade soveral important matters were
discussod. The proposition of the Vancouver
board of trade looking to a bonua of the ship
building industry by the govt. was not looked
upon with favor, as the Dominion government
atready bonuses ship building to the extent 75c
per ton, and an additional 35 would be rather
gonevoug bonusing. It was facetiously asked to
whom thae vescel would belong when completed.
A communication was received explaining the
modus operandi of dealing with insolventsin the
state of California, which opened the old sub.
ject up of o bankruptsy law for discussion,
which ended in tho Dominion governmout be-
ing petitioned to frame a suitable mcasure
Subscriptions towards tke new building fund
were reported satisfastory, Hon. J. H. Turoer
advocated sending suitable literature regarding
British Columbia to be placed on tho hibrary
tables ot the trans-Atlantic steamers. Ia
apswer to an enquiry from Eogland it was
thought the proapect for chemical works was
cxcel%ent.

Itis satisfactoryf to kn{:]w thaAt. the hop indus-
try is progressing favorably. company com-:
pg;ed I:)f g[“ in{tgh, D. McLellan, Hiram Hyde,
George McKeen, and A. 3. Innes, of West.
minster, has been formed and are asking tenders
for supplica for their ranch on the Coguitlam
river, about six miles from the city. Ic is the
intention to plant tea acres in hops this spring.

Mr. Byers, manager of the Galena Trading
Co., the headquarters of which is Pilot Bay, is
reported as anticipativg difteen thousand par.
sons going into the Kootenay country in the
spring. A smelter costing $250,000 has been
started and will be completed next September.
Mr. Byers is reported as saying thet the ore in
sight is sufficient to keep a smelter constantly
1p operation. Apropes of the above is the
rather important announcement by H, Abbott,
general superintendent of the Pucific division
of the C.P.R., that his company has several
branch lines in contemplation.  Daring the
prescut week survoys for a voad from Revel:
stoke to the head of Arroow Lake will be
undertaken. The distance is twenty-eight
miles and Do engineering difficultics to be en.
countered. Ultimately communication will be
cstablished with the wholo of the Kootenay
district.

Reports from up country are to the effect
that cattle have wintered well and that there
area good many more for beef purposes than
was at first supposed. It appearsthatranchers
have been holding for higher prices, representa-
tions being made that the supply was limited.
As a conscguence,the dealers on tho coust made
contracts east of the mountains for their March,
April and May meats. This was scarcely an-
ticipated and now ranchers are offering freoly
rather than feed their stock for the balance
of the winter. It i3 probable that
some of the stock will be disposed
of, but not all. The wholesale price has ad-
vanced ope cent all round.

Reports from the scalors already out have
been somewhat discouraging. The weather
has been very heavy and the catch light.

H. P. Bell, of Valdivia, Chili, writes to the
Co'onixt advocating tho Abt. Rock railway
system as Feculizr}y adapted to the interior of
British Columbia as its capacity for interior of
British Columbia as its capacity for iuclination
is from nothing to 45 degrees and the cost re-
duced one-third, In regerd to a railway into

Cariboo, his scheme would boe to run a ateamor
from tho Canadian Pacific railway at Kamlaops
to tho head of navigation on tho Clearwater
river aud thence by climbing the intervening
ridge to Quesnolli lakes by the Abt, system,
using & steambast for the lake traflio and join.
iog the north end of these lakes with Barkor.
viﬁo by ancther stretch of the Abd Rook rail
way syctom. Tho total distanca of rnilwu?' is
80 miics and tho approximato cost of the whole
system $2,500.000.

Reporta fram Naanoimeo show a docided im.
provement in the mining outlook and conse-
quently an improvement in business, which hay
been somewhat dull. There has been on -
crease in the output for Jaauary over Decembor,
sud the mavket looks better. Business genor
crally, however, throughout the province con.
tinues quiot. Collections are slow and monoy
tight ; wholesale merchants particularly com.
plain and especially of the country business,
which has been unusually flat. Une or two
assignments have occurred as the rosult of do.
pression and several more are anticipated, but,
a8 has been gaid previously, prospects are bright
for the coming summer and no auxiaty is felt.

Rumors 2bout the Northern Pacific ave tak.
ing more or less definite shape. It is announced
that a by-law will be introduced in the Van.
couver city council, having in view a substan.
tial bonus. A railway charter obtained last
session of the legislature, it is said, wiil bo util.
ized for tlie purpose aud a water front has
alrcady been secured for torminal facilities.
The extension of the Great Northern from
Westmioster to Vancouver is also on the tapls
and it is thought the above coup de'tut of tho
Northorn will inspire o similar and speedy move
on the part of the latter.

A letter received at this end from Mr. Edgar
Tripp, commissiener for Trinidad, speaks hope.
fully of a direct trade between British Colum.
bia and tho West India Islauds, Through rates
have been granted in convection with C. P, R.,
Grand Truuk and the St. John liue of steamors,
which discounts the rates uic New York by
12§ conts ser 100 pounds. Iu those artioles
which we depend upon cach other coming from
znd going to the West Idies and which are now
carried circuitously therz is no reason, ho
thinks, why a direct trade should not be estab-
lished, and suggests & route vie the Horn for
cheapness, Whilesailing vessels doa profitable
trado with England, they do not asa rulo go
out of their course, and unleas a direct charter
could be abtained would not call, but if the
talked of line of stecamers to San Fraucisco bo
accomplished, then shipments could be made.
Mr. Qripp says British Columbia lumber has
found its way to the West lndias through the
United States classed as white pine. Talking
of the export of Jumber to the United States,
a meeting of the council of the Vancouver buard
of trade, the othe: evening, discussed the pro-
tection of our lumber interests. Seuthern pine,
similar to ouss, was admitted into Enstern
Cavada free, while there was a duty on British
Columbia pine going into the Unital States,
It was thonght only fair that Canada should
impose a duty equal to that imposed Ly the
United States.

Real ecstate in  some  sections of
the province is  showing indications
of sctivity. Ia Vancouver a syndicate has
purchased a large number of lots formerly held
on buildiog conditions, from the C.P.R., and
is now offering them for ssle. Recently, the
town sites of Barclay, Alberni, Pilot Bay, and
others have been laid out aad a spring move-
ment is anticipated.

Business in local produce ie likely to improve
ghortly upon the ro-opening of “razer river
navigation. In the five or six weeks tho
weathor has been delightfully fine and i% has
improved the general tone, aud building, etc.,
has been more active as a consequence,

Oats, 332 50 por ton; barloy (bright), §32 per
ton; second grade, $27.50 per ton. In carlots,
buli: oats aro $25 and in sack, $26.50; wheat, in

bulk, $28, in sacks, $30; barloy chop, $27.

Thoro 18 no chango in flour and feed. Jobbing
sales are - Manitoba Hungarian, $5.75; strong
bakers', 85 60 ; Ocegon, €6 to 86.25 ; Spokane,
€3.76; LEndorby £5.70 three star, $5 35 two
star., lay, 816 to $16. Crlifornia oatmeal,
84 28, Canadinn, §3 50 , California rolied oats,
83 g0, Caunadian, 83 50; u'alifornia cornmeal,
83.25 ; ohop feod, $31; bran, $23 ; shorts, $23;
onta, 328 to $30; wheat, $33 to §38, oil ake,
$40. There has heon a noticeable improvenient
in business in this line. Manitoba flour is still
casy. Loceal prices in Victoria for grain feed
aro hlghor fn most instances than those quoted
Rolled oats are supplied by the National mills
at 83 to §3 25 por sack ; oatmeal at $§3.50 per
100 lbs, The local supplp of grains is limited.

Vagotables aro scarce and dear.  Potatoes
ave weakoning in price. Large quantitics of
Sound potatoes are being iinported 1a Victoria,
Tho local supply is not keoping well. Frazer
valloy aro aclling at $18 a ton and Ashcerofts
223,  Turnips and carrots are quoted 60c cwt 3
onions, Fraver rivor, 13e, Asherofts, 3e. Deal-
ers who held potatoes this year ia anticipation
of a raiso have mot heavy losses. The warm,
open winter has prevented their keeping,

Stocks of butter 10 creamery are good which
is atondy at from 27c to 29c according to qual-
ity. The dealers are loaded up with Manitoba
dairy and o good deal of complaint is mado as
to its quality, It is quoted from 20 to 22c.
Robt. Scott, of Shoal Luke, Man., has just
sont in a carload of butter, for which sale is
likoly to be slow. .\ telegram from San Fran-
clsco quotes fancy rolls at 32c, and some of it
has alroady been received in Victoria where it
is a favorite article. The best grades of Cali-
fornla butter is of vary fine quality and castera
dealers must not affect to despise it. It will be
in tho market about the first of March, It is
rut up tastefully it rolls of 56 to GO to the 10D

ha, Cheese is stiffening up and is firm at 13ec,
Stolton 38c, Swiss 40c. Fostern fresh and
limed eggs are scacrce. Tho latter is quoted at
21 to23c. A carload of fresh eastern’is on the
way for which prices are expected to be up.
Fresh laid eggs are coming in freely and are
solling all the way from 25¢ to 40c accordinyg to
dogree of freshnoess,

‘L'ho market in mests, which was glatted a
fow wooks ago, is much firmer. Quotations
aro : Heavy hams, 13 to 13}c; breakfast bacon,
do.; bnacks, 124 to 12fc; short rolls, 1lic;
long clear, 11c; lard in tubs and pails, 13 to
13}c, in tins 13} to 13jc.

Oranges aro on the decline and not ia de-
mand, Riverside sccdlings being offered at
§2.75, and Navelsat §4. Japanese oranges ere
00 more to bo had. The market is bare of ap
glcs. Orogon apples are quoted from $1.15 to

1.25, Thero are a fow Eastern apples at 85.50
and upwards. A car load is expected shortly
and will probably scll as high as §6. Californis
Tomons at §4.25 to $4.50, ank Scillics at $8 and
upwarda.

There is vory little fish in the market. The
B. C. Fishiog and Trading company has receiv-
od somo per the Iona, and a cargo of halibut is
cqpected on the Eliza Edwards. Quotations
aro: Salmon, 100; black cod, 6c; halibut (de-
punda on catch), 7c and 8c; herring, 5c: smelts,
Go; soles, 8¢, flyunders, Sc and 6c. Tho
Tona on her last trip got a small supply of lail,
horatofore unknown in these waters, prawns,
mussels, cockercls, shrimps, ete., she boing
equipped with the most improved Eoglish
trall. " The market, howover, depends catirely
upon the immediate supply and jobbin
prices aro higher than those quoted. Smoke
salmon is quoted, 15c; salt salmon, 88.25 per
bbl; smoked halibut, 10¢; fletched halibut, Ge,
Gamo is scarce and almost out of the market,

Ramarks have already been made on the fresh
meatsupply. Wholesaloprizezhuveadvanced this
week ono cent, and went up at Calgary on the
firat of tho month, Dressed meats are now
quoted : Beof, 0¢c; mutton, 13¢ and 133; pork,
1140, For livo it is as follows : Sceers, 43 and
Bc; cows, 8}o: calves, 73c; hogs, 73c.



