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ta9,çtÂyestteearoenlt this Jounal ln Biritish colaabla.
iartlcliJrIltCOUibîwo wlahi te comuunicate in
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At a mneeting cf the councail cf the Victeria
beard et trade soearal important meltera werc
discusaed. The prepesition et the Vancouver
board oftCrado looking te a hcuus ot tho ship
building industry liy thc gavt. vns net locked
Sp on with fovor, as Chu Domnion goverumot

aircady bonuses ship building to thet extent 76o
per ton, and au additionai $0- would lin ru.ther
gensereus henusling. le ivas facetiously asked te
whom theavestel îvould heiong when conipleteai.
A communication was received expiainting the
en od ais operandi of deaiing witb iniselvents ln the
state cf Calitornia, which opened the oad euh.
jeet op of a honkruptey law for discussion,
which ended in the Dominion gevernisset ha.
in% potitiened te trame a suitable mtosure
Subscriptiens towoards ti'c new building tond
were repore-d Satista~cory. Hon. J. I. Turner
advocatetl sending suitabte literaturo regarding
Britishi Columbia te lie placod ou the lirary
tables et the trans-Atlantic steamsers. lu
anawer te an onquiry tramt England le vins
thougbit the pro3pect fer chemical works ivas
excelleut.

Ie ja satiafactory te kato% Chat the hep indus.
try la p-ogrcssing favorably. A cempauy cons-
posed of F. Rüi, D. Mc'Lalian, Hirami H yde,
George MeKeen, and A. M. lunes, cf WVest.
minser. bas beau formed andi are osing tenders
for supplies fùr their ranch on thc Cequitam
river, about six miles tramt tbc ciCy. Ir jeathe
intention te plant tan acres in hops hse apring.

Mr. Byers, manager of the Gatana Trading
Ce., the hicadquarters cf whih as l'îlot Bsy , s
reportcd as anticipating fittecni tlaousand Par.
sens going inte the Koetcnay country lu the

epng. A saltes; cobting $250,00 lis beeu
starecdà and will lie cemspleted next Septembar.
Mr. Byers le rcperted an aaying thoC tIe ore lu
sigl e niuflaieut te keep a smaiter constantly
in operatieni. Apropos of the aboya ia the
ratIer important annouatrement by H. Ahhott,
general superintendent of the Pacifie division
ofthîe C.P.R., that has cempauy bas several
branch luses in contemplation. Daring the
prescut week eurvoya fer a toad froni Rovel-
stoke te the head o! Arrow Lake wiil lie
undertaken. The distance la twcnty.eight
miles and ne engineering difficultica te b lecn.
countered. Ultimnately communication will ho
cstablished with the whelc efthre Kooteuay
district.

Reports from up country arc te the effect
îlot cattle bave wintered well and that there
are a gond îany morc for heet purposes tlan
was at firat supposed. le appears that ronchons
havo eeco holding for higiter prices, tepreseuta-
tiens bcbng mode that the supply was limited.
As a consequenee,tlie dealers on tho Coast made
contracta east of tIe mountaina fer their 'Marcit,
Apnil and May moats. Thtis was 8carccly n-s
ticipated and now ranchers are offersng freely
ratier than food their sock for thc balance
of the winter. It is probable Ctisâ
somo cf the stock ivili ha dispoaed
et, but net ail Tha whelesala price has ad-
t-onceS ona cent ail round.

Reports front the sealars already ont have
heen aoîewitat diacouraging. The wcatiar
bu boern very heavy and the catch light.

H. P. Bell, et Valdivia, Chili, ivnites te the
Co!o,îlst adlvocaig te Alit. Rock railway
sjystein as peculiisr adapteS ta the intenier cf
British Columbia as its cojaeity for interier et
Brnitishi Columbia as its capacity for inclination
is frein nothing te 45 dogmees anS the cent re-
duceS onse-third, lu regard te a railway laCe

Carihoe, bis achareo would Lia te runao eteamneor
trom Ciao Canadian Pacifie railway at Kailopi a
te tho, liaS et naivigation on the Cluarwoater b
river and theuce liy climbing CIe ltorveuiug t
niaige ta Quesuiolli lake8 by the AhC. abySet 8
uieiug o steataheat for the lae traio anal jolis.
iaag thie nonala end of Chese lakea wnia llorkor.
villa by ranotîter atrotel of tIe Ab'. Rlola rail
way syeairs. The total distancit of valway' la
80 miles anS the approxiao ceaI of îlao w aeo a
systetu $S2.50Q.0Q0.1

Reports troam Nanaitn shown a decidea lm.
pravement in Clie mining outieek anal ceisse-
quently an improvemeut lu business, %whlch lis
been 8ome wlîat duit. Thore a linbeaaui lu.~
creuse ini tIc output for Jraauary over Deceiher,
ai the martket look botter. Business geaaer

crly however, througheut the Province coma.
tIlues quiot. Collections arc slow anad meonoy
tight ; evho!esabo marchants partieularly coi.
plain and especially et the country busisnose,
vihich as 'been unusually fiat. Uae or two
aasignmenta; have occurrod os tha roait et <le.
pression and severai more are anticipated, but,
as lias heen aaid previoualy, prospects are bmight
for tIe comîing suner anS no anxiaaty le fiait.

aumera about CIe Northern Pacifie arc talc.
iugnmore orlbas doflaîlte8shape. le la n'iounccd
thiat a by.lavwilllie intnoduced lu tIa Van.
couver City coaneil, having la -view a suliatan.
tisi lionne. A railway charter obtained lait
s essieu ot te logilaturo, il lnasaid, îvall lie nul.
ized for Che purpose and a instar front lais
abready heen securod for terminal facilitios.
'rte extesioin of the Great Northeru fri
Wecstminser ta Vaucouver is aise on tha tapie
anS lt e ishouelat the aboya coup de'lat et the
Natthera will iaspire a similor and speody maya
on the part et the latter.

A letter received OC Ibis end freint Mn. Edgar
Tnipp, comuissinner for Trinidad. speake hope.
faîlly et a direct trade hetween British Celui.
bia aud the WVest India Islande. Through rates
htava been granted in connection waith C. P. R.
Grand Trunk anS the St. John haie et steamers,
whicli dascounts the rates sia New York hy
12t cents orn 100 pouada. lu thiose articles;
which ve Sepend upon caco ller ceming from
and geîng te the W est Idins anS which arc new
carnied eircmitouely thera is ne reasion, ho
Chialas, why a direct trade should nlot ha, eetal.
liaheS, and su ggeais a touta ta tae Hern for

trado with Eogland, they de net as o rulo go
out eftChoir course, and unloas a direct charter
could ho alitainsed -would nlot oail. hut if thie
talked et lina of steamers te Son Francisco lie
accemplished, thon alipîcuts cemiid lie ade.
1%1. Tnipp soya British Columbhia laimbor boas
tound its way te the West Indien treugî the
UniteS States classeS as whitce. Talking
ot thte expert et lumnler te the Uinited States,
at meeting ot the counscil efthCe Vancouver huard
cf[-CraSle, the othe. ovening, diecuissed the Vo
tection et out-lumuier intoreas. Soutenpine,
sintilar te auze, wras admulteS laCe E.astern
Canada froc, while thora was a duty on Britishi
Colombint pine going itt tie Unita 1 States.
le tras thanglît only tain Chat Canada aboulS
impose a duty equai te Chat impoed liy tlîc
United States.

Roal astate in snme sections or
the province ie shîewiai)g indicationsi
et activity. Ia Vancouver o syndicale has
purcbased a large nuilier cf lots tanoriwry lteld

on building conditions, IrointheI C.P.R., and
lao na reing them for sale. ltecently, the
twn site ot Barclay, Allierai, Pilot Boy, and
ers %have beu laid out and a apring snovo-

ment la antîcipated.
Business iu local produce la likoly te improve

ahortly upon te r3.epening et ?razer river
navigation. lu the five or six treeka tha
treather las licou dolighttully fine ond if, bas
improved the gentral toue, and building, etc.,
has heen mono active as a consecquence.

Oats, $312 50 por ton; liarloy <liigît), $32 por
ton; second grade, $27.150 par ton. lu car lots,
bulk Cotît areM su5 anl sack, $20.50; whotat, iu
bulk, $28, la saoks, $30; barley ehop, 827.

Chero la nlo change ln fleur and feod. Jobbing
aleai arco, Manitoba litngarian, $5.7.5; etrong
îakerit', $5l fi0; Ocegon. *G ta $6.23 ; Spokane.
5.75; Endeby $3ol75 threa star, $5 35 two
tar. Ilay, $15 to $16. C.-.itornia oatmeal,
ý1 25, Canadirtu, $3 50 , Calitornla rolied esa,
m3 00, Caifan, QI 60 - t'alifornia cortimeal,
83.25 chop food, $M ; bran, $23 - shorts, $-251;
enta, $28 to $310;- wheat, $33 to $3, cil àke,
$40. 'rhere lias »cu a noticcable ianptoveu:enc
si buiuesa lu tiais lino. Manitobas foeur ie stili
iasy. Local prices lu Victoria for grain food
arc hlgber ln most Instances thons those quoted
Rolledoatta aro su pplied by the National mille
at $3 te $,3 25 por oick ; ootitial nt $3.10Ï por
100 ilis. Thee local supplp ut graine le limlted.

Vogotabics are source and doe. Potatoes
aro wveaonlng ln price. Largo quantitice of
Sound patatees aro b ng imnportcd tu Victoria.
Thoe local supply la net keeping wcIl. Frazer
volley ara neling at $18 a ton and Aqlhcrefts
$3. Turnîpta nd cairota arc quoted 60c cw; -

entionst, Frator river, 13c, Ashieroft, 3e. Deal-
ers who hoeld potatocs th!% year lu anticipation
of a raisei bave mot licavy lasses. The varms,
open winter bou prevented their keeping.

Stocks of butter ici creamury are gond which
le etcody at frams 27o te 29o according ta qua1.
lty. The dealers arc loaded up with Manitoba
dairy aud a geod deai ot complaint je made as
ta ira quality. It is quoted tramt 20 to 212c.
Rolit. Scott, of Shoal Luke, Man., bas juet
ent lu a carload of butter, for wvhich sale ie
llkoly ta bic slow. A telograni fromt San Fran.
Chc quotas foncy rolle at 32e, and Bomne of il
lia aireody bers received lu Victoria 'vhete it
le a favorite article. The best gradecs of Cali-
forma butter la et very fiue quality sud Cetera
dealers muet net affect ta deîpiso it. It will ba
in the morket about Vhn fi rst ef Marais. le is
p ut tmp tistefully li. roils ut 56 te 60 te the 10D

el. Chocose l8atiffening up and la firin ut 13e,
Stelten 38a, Swia 40c. Eastern fre8h and
iimed eggs arc scarce. The latter is quoted at
21 to 123c. A carload of fresh castern la ou the
îvay for wlalch prices arc expectcd ta bie up.
Freale laid egge arc ceming ili frcely and arc
selliog all lthe way frain '25c te 40c according te
degre et freshness.

The morket in mneats, tvhieh was glutted a
fow weoke aige, la matcb firmer. Quotationst
aro : Heavy Imtaa, 13 ta 13.1c; breakfast bacon,
do., bocks, 121 te 112,j; short reils, 11ic
long cicar, lie; lard lu tubs and poils, 13 to,
13jc, lu tins 13a te 131c.

Orangea are ou tho declino and net ica de.
mand, Rîvoraide scedlings being ohle!red at
$2. 75, and Navals at$4. Jampanese oranges are
ne nmera ta bic badl. The miarket la harn of ap
pies. Oregon apples arc qmîotcd freont $1.15 te
$1. 25, Thora are a tew Estern apples at $5.15'0
and upwards. A car load la expected ahortly
and wil probably sali as hi gh as Q6. Californie,
laonsii at $4.25 te $4.150, ank Scillies at $8S and
upwarda.

Thore la very little flsh lu the market. The
B. C. Fishiog and Trading Company has recelv-
cd semsa per the loa, andi a cargo of balibut la
eqpoctodl on ste llz- Edwards. Quetons
arc:- Salmoen, 10o. black cedi, 6c; halibut (de-
pends on Catch>, 7c andl Se; bcrring, 5e: simelts,
60(J; soles, Sc, flundura, ôe and Gec. Tho
Ioua on bier leat trip got a aviait supply of lou,
liarototoea unknewn lu thee waters, prawne,
mussoes, ceekercîs, alirimnp3, etc., site bcbg
equippod with tbe mont finproved English
trall. The -nanket, hewevor, d eponda cntirely
UPea theo Immdite supply and jbbîog
pnicces are biglier than these quotcd. Smec
s.alion la queted, 15c; sait sainton, $8.25 per
bl; smoked ialibut, 10lc; fictchcd holibut, Go,.
Gaie la seorce and cimest eut cf tbe market.

Romnarka bava already lbcou made on the frusb
moaoupply. \Vboeeaoprizeeehave&dvaccd thîs
îveek eue cent, andi went up aC Calgary on the
firat of tho mealli. Dressed moats are new
quotoa : Boot, Pc; mutton, 13e and l3ý; petik,
lic . For lîva lt la as follows : Szeers, 4J aund

I5c; cews, 31c: calves, 71c; hogs, 7îe.


