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whilo keonly alive to tho interests of the
country thinks this interest will bo best
served by veorganizing the army, chioosing
the officers by seleciion, or as Cardwell is as
great & philosopher as Darwin, by natural
afinity, possibly, and by a compulsory mili
tia law. But we cannot understand how the
burthen of military servico will bo equalized
under such a system (for lot us at once state
that while our militia law is compulsory it is
only so for the proper regulation of drafting
fair quotas in the cago of necessily, and as
long as our ranks are filled Ly Volunteers
wili not be resorted to at all), while in Eng-
land the distinclion in scciety would make
compulsory servico peculiarly hard. The
Volunteer organization, on the contrary, by
leaving a choice of corps to the individual,
and enabling him to terminate his service
when inclined, provides for the rapid leaven-
mgof the mass of the people with trained
soldiers as the Broad Arrow admits, and is,
therefore, the most effective form any orga-
nization can take to produce effective sol.
diers,

Wsdo not believe the annals of history
containg more fearful accounts of human
sufforing or disaster tlian wero crowded inte
the nast month of October as occuring in
tho North Western States.  Parts of Wis.
consin, Hlinois and Michigan have been
swept with destruction by fearful prairie and
bush fires; those have been especially
severe and disasterous on the west shore of
ILake Michigan, involving fearful loss of
humau life. On Sunday, 8th October, a
tornado of fire about ten mues in width
swept over the lake shore destroyiug Forest,
field, houses, mills, cattle and human beings
indiscriminately within its path; in one vil-
lage alone the charred remains of 475 per-
sons were buried, many of them past recog-
nition, but fearful as all this was, it was ex.
coeded in horror by the devastation of the
settlement known as Williamson's Mill,
which contained a population of nearly one
hundred souls. The settlement contaned
only four buildings, a shingle mill, boarding
house, store, and barn; a good many of the
mill hands lived in neighboring towns and
as some danger was apprehended several
did not return as was customary on Sunday
evening. Thare appears to have heen about
sixty-five or soventy persons in the settle-
ment which was situated in « clearing of five
or six acres, Thren brothersof the name of
Williamson owned the mill, their aged
father and mother living with them. Early
on Sunday night a terntic tornado drove the
fire, which had been smouldering in the
woods, in a sheet of [lime right on the set-
tlement; it was at once evident that no
property could be saved and the terrified
crowd were adrised to break for the timber,
a belt of which around the clearing had been
carefully burned out for such a contingency,
but they seem to have got panic stricken
and rushed to a pit, about six feet wida snd
two deep, in the centre of the clearing;

horoe forly seven wretched creatures crowd
ed on one another were literally roasted to
death, tho light clothing of tho women help-
ing to accolerato their misery. Tho black-
smith of stho scttleniont pervished in endea.

while eight or nino loat their livos by suffoca-
tion in a well, five or six heavy sleepors
darted into tho timber aud with their faces
to tho ground escaped that death which the
writhing mass of human beings were under-
going within 100 yds. of them. To any pereon
who has not seen a bush fire it is almost im-
possible to convey an idea of how hopeless.
ly and rapidly & settlement would be involy-
¢d, nor what distance fire will travel with a
gale of wind.  Twelve months ago last
cAugust this vicinity was swept by ono of
_those fires, and a village over & milo distant
from the nearest wood totally destroyed; in
loss of life, however, it differed from the
Wisconsin fires, not more than two or three
people wero suffocated, while in William.
son’s settlement alone, 59 persons perished,
the aged mother and ono son of the proprie-
tor’s fumily alono being saved. The strang

est pact of the transaction is the panic shich
seized the people ; one of the survivors la-
bored hard to separate them and get them
to the bush, but they clung :cgsther and
perished, (1 sad example o want of presence
of mind), in the sight of safety. So fierce
was the fire that the gallant fellow had to
desist tho flesh being burned off his hands
and face, his clothes on fire and himself ut-
torly unable to do anythingalthough his be-
throthed wife, a beautifulgirl, was in the
dooomed pit, and Lie was bavely saved by
throwing himself into a well. Impelled by
the wind, the fire run along the ground
destroying everything in its way and level-
ling the gigantic jorest trees as if they wore
reods. ’

Tue following review of the season’s mili-
tary operations is particularly gratifymg
from the fact that the exccllence of the sys
tem under which our military force has
been organized i3 {orcing itself on the atten-
tion of that portion of the Canadian pross
which hitherto were doubtful as to the suc-
cess of the experiment. The much abused
Militia Bill has vindicated its claim to be
considered as the highest effort of states-
manship of the present day, and the people
of Canada cannot be too thankful that they
had a man who so thoroughly uuderstood
their social and political requiroments as
Sir G. E. Cartier. Tho following is from the
Toronto Telegraph of Tth November :—

¢ Let croakers croak as they please, but it
is un undeniable fact that we possess a mili-
tary organization which is in n thoroughly
efficient state  From the oflicinl report of
last summer’s campaigning, welearn that in
the 16 day cunps (Districts I to 9 inclusive)
22,544 oflicers and men and 1,900 horses
were exercised ; in tho 8 day camps, 5,210
officers and men and 318 horses. In addi
tion 1,700 garrison artillery have done duty
at forts and garrisons, 3 artillery batteries on
gun boats, and the Grand Trunk Brigade,
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2,155 strong, al the respective head§uarters,
At Niagara on tho immediate frontier. n
forco of 4,743 mon, with three field batteries
(12 guns), three squadrons of cavalry and
605 horses from Military Distriet No. 2, under
command ot Lt.-Col. Durie, D, A.G., was
concentrated in ewelvo hours with ample
supplies for sixteen days und there formed
into n division, At Laprairie, in front of
Montreal, the corps from Military Districts
No.5and 6 being brought together, wero
formed into another division of 5,310 men
under conmand of Lt,-Col. O. Smith,D.A.G.,
C.M.G.. with one field battery, two syuad.
rons of cavalry and 254 horses—they wero
concentrated with almost equal rapidity and
trained for a similar period. Early on the
morning of tho 8th July, this division left
camp and orossed tho river St. Lawrence to
Montreal (the men carrying one duy's pro-
visions)being there joined by the Montreal
Garrison Artillery and two battalions of the
Grand ‘T'runk Brigade. A force of between
six and seven thousand men with cavalry
and artillery was massed in Logan’s Farm
by 11 a.m,, for a field day and reviow, on
the termination of which the troops from
Laprarie returned to camp the samo day
after raarching an average distanco of six.
teen miles; and tiwvico eftecting the passage
of the River St. Lawrence, ‘I'ho cavalry pro-
sent at thoe camps were well mounted and
formed a fine looking body of men, The
field and garrison batteries ot artillery wera
practised in artillery exercise and their
skill in manoeuvring, and at shot and shell
practice was favorably reported on.

Coupled with the ~tovo creditable record
the fact that in a veek’s time an expodi.
tion was organized and despatched to Mani.
toba, and we have pretty substantial proof
that the Dopartment over which Sir George
Cartier presides is a very long way from
being Dunkinised. When men can be found
who will rush in scores, where only tens aro
wanted, to join an expedition bound fora
remote region, through a wild and inhos
pitablo country, and with a tigorous winter
at their heels, we need nover despair of Ca.
nada's ability to take her own part when no.
cessity requires, The perfection to which
our military system has been brought, is at.
tracting the attention of those who imagin-
od that nothing good, in a military point of
view, could come out of the colonies.
Alarmed at tho evident failure of Mr, Card-
well's army policy, as shown in the Berk-
shire campaign, the Engli ess urges tho
Gladstone ministry to take  loaf gut of our
military book. Our cousins accrose the
Lake, seldom eager to give credit where
credit isdue out of their own country, are
also loud in their commendations of our
campaigns of peace. \Wo have shown the
world that it is quite possible for a nation to
have a competent host of citizen soldiers
without resorting to the almost tyrannical
measures of Germany. We expect that from
the experience of this summer, our military
authorities will be able to add to the effici-
ency which now exists, An improved hos.
pital system, & more expeditious commis.
sariat and a weeding out of those officers
who either through press of civil business
or laziness, do not attend closelyto their
own duties and to the inierests of the men
unde~ their command, would, we think,
mauke our Volunteer force as near perfec-
tion as military perfection goes.”
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At tho close of tho antumnal manoeavres
of the British army the VoruxrteeEr REVIEW
pointed out in what essentisl particulars
that campaign of peaco fell short of the ac-
tual experienco of warfare, so far as imita-



