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stood in the pew whilst the people passel, and saime
stopping ta shake hnnds and givc ber wvelcomea, she was
wveti awarc that something in lier dress, or manner, or
face, had ofiended the triste afil "Scond Millbridge."
But ns she walked hîome wvith John in the beautifuil
Snbbath stillness, nlang the hawthorn-scented rond,
she said nothing of the riche in bier hieart.

On Monday the congregation began individunlly ta
cati nt the manse, and l"the littie thing" thought she
wvas making a good impression. But on the Thursday
Mrs Graham drave up in bier carringe-Mrs. Graham,
n womian nccustomcd ta take the tend in most social
matters in Mittbridge, who liad r.ttained in the caurse
of years a pompous, dictatorial nianner. Seated in the
partor, she loaked critically at "«the minister's wife,"
and praceeded ta ask as many questions ns she decently
coui, about ber education, etc., and mode of life prior
ta lier advent in Millbridge. Gradually slac began ta
give advitec an the duties devolving an the mistress of a
minister's bouse, and finally binted, that mnny wvere
grieved nt the sight of gay raiment in the manse pew
last Snbbatb. She haped na offence wvould be taken,
for no offence was meant, but ane or tvo Ilfamilies"e
had a hankering after Mr. Martin, at Castie bill, and if
would take less than a French bonnet and a blue silk
dress ta turn the scate in 'lis favor. Then site arase,
said "goad.bye," and wcnt out to her carrnage in a
very comiortable frarne af mind. She had done ber
duty by Ilthe minister's wife." And aiter WIrs. Grabami
went awvay, Ilthe minister's wife l sat stihl for a littie
while, and ber face was very white, and somehow site
could flot see clearly. But presentty she tan away up-
stairs, singing softly ta herself. In the solitude ai bier
own room she went ta the aid chest of drawers and took
out the causes af affence-tbe bonnet and the dress.
lier bands trembled as sbe laid tbemn on the bed.
Swiftly her tbougbts lied back ta tbe aid home in
London, lied back ta a certain day when she staod
arrayed in that saine dress and bonnet, Iltrying an"
amidst a chorus ai admiring exclamations fram
brathers and sisters. And "lfather"l had said IlWhy,
cbild, you look just like yaur mother twenty-ive years
aga."

Now,-nowv, -the room secmed ta growv dark, and
tbere wvas a mist before lber as sbe folded away the
beautiful gawn and ptaced a plain bud in the little
bonnet whcre the spray af blossoms was wont ta dance
and quiver. Then she sat dowvr' and cnied. for she was
only a foolisb wveak woman, and nor fit ta be a
ministcr's ivife.

The errar in dress wvas the first mnistake, and many
others fallowed. Her ignorace ai hou'oekeeping was a
sore subject ila "Second Millbridge." It wvas an open
scandai that she burnt raspberryjanm, for Airs. Tod had
lent the manse bier copper preserving pan, and wben it
came back tbere was a big black patcb rigbt in tbe
centre. Ail the good wives werc united in the opinion
that it wvas a great pity sucb an example ai carelessness
sbould be set ta the young people about. Any one
couid see that the miister wvas nat carefully loaked
after. His bands were f requently yeliow. At tbe hast
Friday nigbt pray-r meeting it was ni ..iced that tbe
linting of his coat-tails was ripped, and the gloves hie
wore in the usual bouse ta bouse visitation were a
perfect disgrace. Very soon the cungregatian, by
mucb braoding over these littie matters, began ta think
itself hardiy used, and much ta be pitied in havig such
an incompetent Il minister's wif e." She, poor tbing,
struggted ou bravely, altlîougb sore wousnded. She
sougbt advice from the most notable women about
caoking and sewing, and copied as closely as possible
the wife ai the Rev. Mr. McSbane, ai the neighboring
town, wbo had been beld up as an exampie ai well-
doing. Neither boat nom cohd kept ber awa from the
weekly-meetings. Every Sabbatb saw lier seated in the
manse pew, dressed so plainly, even dowdiiy, with the
golden curis ail swept away aut of sight. Long ago
sbe bad put away ber painting and fancy needlework in
order ta devote more tume ta tbe congregation.

But in somne strange way she neyer secmed ta gain
ground in" "Second Millbridge." Towards tbe end ai
tbe summer she began ta feed ili and %veary. Frequently
after a long walk she %vas quiteexbausted, yet she beld
an ta the Bible Classe loaked aiter the manse, enter-
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