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A Notable Centenary.

A MILE-STONE in the history ai Presbytcrianisiii in
Ltpper Canada iras passed on Sabbath iast wbcen

the centenary of St. Andrew's church, Niagara-an-the-
Lake was soiemniy celcbrated. One but' '-d years
have passcd since the cangregation of St. Pà.drews iras
formcd in Newark, as Niagara-on-the-Lake ivas then
called, duting which period, how great bave been the
developinents in thc church ! nay in Prcsbyteranisni
ail over the %vorld. A history ai Presbyterianismr in
flic ninetcenth century %would make interesting and
.'uggestivc rending ta ail who mark the transition af
thotught in its modem rapidity. But on asmaller scale,
îhougb niter aIl nat --o sinall as migbî be supposed. the
ccntenary af this congregation carnies with it much
intect ta PresbVtcrians. Thue crent iras fittingly
celebrated. On Saturday an inaugural cercmany took
place wbich iras attended b>' a large crowvd, and many
notable persons, among tbcmn being Sir Oliver M1%oiat,
Rer. Prafessor Gregg, D.D., Rev. Professor J. B.
Mowat. D.D., and Hon. J. 1BevcrlSy Robinson, ex-
.ieut.-Governor of Ontario. At 4 o'clock ini the aiter-

noon the memorial tabiet -%vas unveiled bv Rev. Prof.
Mowat, a former pastar af the congre&ation. On the
tabiet is this appropriate inscription :-' 174 -1894; in
grateful comimemoration af the sooth arnuiversary ai

the arganizatian of ibis cangregatian, ibis tablet is
crected b>' the miembers of St. Andrcw*.s church,
Niagara. The rirst building being crccted !ni 1794, and
cected on this spot, %vas bumned in thc -%var ofiSz2-i 4 .
The congregation rncl in St. .Andrew's school-raom. on
the'north corner ai Ibis black, for same vears. The
prescrit church wa-s built in £.3:. The ninisters have
been :-Rcv. John Don. Rer. John Voing, Roi.. Jolin
leurnis. Rev. Thonmas Fraser, Rer. Robt. McGill, D.D.,
Rcv. j-oli: Criiick.shnk, D.D.. Rei. John B. MNowa.t,
D.D., Rev. Ch.irle.% Campbell, Rer. W~illiam. Cleland,
Rer. J. W- liell, 'M.A~., nnd the prescrit pastor, Rer. N.
Smith.

Then (a-lltlwcd the rending by Rer. J. W. Bell,
M.A~., of À\cwni-.rkcî, a Carnier pastor, ai a paper by
Miss' Janet ti-rnoch-.n, the well known local historian,
gis'ing the bistvrv oi the pariNh since ils commencement,
from which a ietw outstanding facts arc culd. The
first document reierred ta, rclated ta an agreenment
beîween the congregatian and Rer. John Drun, their
fir:st pa%.tor, whase death by drowning in the barque
Speedy i% rccordcd in Dr. Gregg*N bistor>'. A curiou!,
fact notci] 1w i Camnachan in ccannection with Rev.
john Voaung, the neit rartor. iras that in 1701i, when

pastor of a Presbytcrian Churci 'ln Montreai, he admin-
issîred the bacrament to bis congreZation in the churclb
afiflic Roman Catholic Recoudle fathcrs, ivhich was
kindly lent to them while their own wvas being but.
A prescrit of two hogsheads af Spanish wine and a box
of candlcs wvas ail the compensation wvhich the polite
French fathcrs would accept. The church "'as des-
troyed whcn Niagara wvas burned by the Anierîcans ini

1813, and the congregation subsequently obtained four
thousand pounds compensation from the Govcrnmcent,
on the ground that officers used the steeple as the post
from which tbey used ta reconnaître. In 1826 a
Sunday school was formcd with Mr. John Crooks as
Superintendent, and this Mr. Crcuoks ivas the first
pcrson buried in the new burying ground in 1831, St.
Mark's burying ground having been, used up ta flhat
time. In 1829 Rev. Dr. McGill becanie pastor. By
the condition of the law he co'ald not pcrforni the ccrc-
mony of marriage, and on te repeal of that almast thc
first person he niarricd was Hon. Archibald McKellar,
who years before had been a pupil at the Niagara
Grammar School, taught by Dr. Whitelaw. In 1843
the disruption in Scatland took effect in Canada, and a
number af members of the congregation secedcd to
form a frc church, meetiiaàg at first in the Temperancc
Hall and aftcrwards building the edifice now used by
the Methadists. The pastors ai the Free Church 'vere
Rev. John Harris, Rcv. John Alexander, Rev. 1F.
McCuaig. Rev. Dr. McCaul, the President of Toronto
University, wvas the last to preach in the Free Church
puipit hefare the rc-union afi 175. By a curious coin-
cîdence, Rev. Prof. Mowat, who bccamne pastor in 1830,
niarried thc daughtcr af Rev. Dr. McGii, the lady wlio
bad bcen born in the manise, thbus con.in- back to it as
inistrcss. The paper concluded îvith the remark thatt
af the eleven pastors af the church, seven have bcen
natives of Scotland, nc ofIrelaiud, ane af England and
two of Canada.

Sir Oliver Mowat's paper %vas reminisrent iun the
main, but the premier touched on topics of livi.îg
intercst, ta.day sucli as the various agencies connccted
with churcli wvork and the influences maving towards
churci- unuîy. The following passage is well wvarth
perusa-l :-" But îvhiie there has been throughaut thc
world exceptianal progress in the respects 1 have
referrcd ta, (matcrial progress) it is fitting on an occa-
sion like the present ta rrnember that, happily, pragress
bas nat been less -as regards the appliances af philan-
thrapy and cbarity than as regards ather niatters, and
flot lcss as regards the Christian religion gecrally,
which is the greatest spring of philanthrapy and cbarity.
if there bans beec; or if therc seems to have been, marc
ai avowced agnosticism and infldeliry than in samce
former centuries, there bas, at the sanie tine, been
marc of religiaus lufe ard activity ; viud the certain facts
show that these have increascd inantr .niensely greater
ratio thana gnosticism and infidclity. l'ims, the Christ-
tan population ai the %vorld a. centuty ago is estirnated
ta bave becn iess than zoo,ooo,ooo; its Christian popu-
lation now is estimated at more than double that
number. It took eightcen centuries for the Christian
population ai the world ta reach mo,Ooo,ooo; il has
taken but this ane century ta add another zoo,ooo,oao
or more to the r.umber. There bas been likec increase
in the contributions ta religious abjects tbroughout the
couniries% ofthe world gencrally, at vcr gaod indication
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