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of personal repentanco and faith, obscures the prinxary and essential significanco
of the rito by misplacing it, and confusingly requires a discriniationi of character
which is amply assertod in tho conditions of true celebration of the Lord's
Supper.

THE "tlAN<ING 0F BAMTSE.

It shouid ho remenibered that the New Testament nowhere furnishes a concisu
or categorical expianation of baptism. Its meaning, place, and use , havo to, ho
gathercd from theso varions incidentai considerations. It was a roligious observ-
ance with which the Jews had ail aicng beon very familiar. Our Lord connected
Christiin baptisni with His claim of "lail power in heaven and in earth." XVe
regard it, therefore, as the rituai token cf Bis sovereignty over ail mon. The
forntula, Il ite the name of the Fathor, and of the Son, and of the Boly Ghost,"
as ciearly exalts it as the symbol of the niorcy of the Godhead in the provision of
the Gospel offere&. unto ail nations. Its continuai association with the baptisas
of the Spirit, points us to that great and poculiar biessing cf the Christian dispen-
sation. It is emblematic of that baptisas, of the purity which. it imparts, (Mark i.
8; Acts i. 5, ii. 38, 39, xi. 15, 16; Tit. iii. 5, 6; John iii. 5, &c., ccmpared with,
vii. 39, xv. 26, &c., and with Isaiah xliv. 3, 4, Iii. 15 ; Ezek. xxxvi. 25-27 ; Joe1
iL 28) 29.) It is linked, toc, with circumcision (Col. ii 11, 12); and we are re-
minded hereby of the anaiogy cf the circunicised descendant cf Abraham receiving
the sign cf God's covenant te be "la God unto, him and bis Qeed after him," and
the baptized receiving the sign of the samne covenant with far richer assurances.
The covenants are one (Gai. iii. 7, 8, 14.)
BAPTISM SPEAKS RATHIER 0F GOD'eS GRACE TMAN àLili'S FAITE : INFANTS, TUEREFORE,

ELIGIBLE.

I ail these radical referonces te baptism, we are greatiy struck with this: that
the rite is much more expressive cf tho Lord's dlaims and cf His graceý than ôf the
rocipient's faith, of Divine provision and proinise than cf tho recipient'p trust;
and hence, not only is there no inherent incongrnity in infant baptisas, but an
actual charm and completeness which. canr.ot ho realised in aduit baptism. Aduit
baptisas is, doubtless, a duty and privilege ; but before it takes place much cf the
lufe claimed by Christ has gene. Few tli.ngs surprise us more than the way by
which it is sometimes souglit te, discredit infant baptism froni the supposed in-
compatibility cf infancy as ignorant and unconscieus. As if infants were net
baptized unto Moses in the cioud and in the son.! As if infants were ne part cf
ail the nations who are te ho baptized ! As if God had not appointed infants cf
eight days' age te ho circumeised! As if Christ had net taken infants up into
Eis arms and blessed theas, saying, "0 f such is the Pingdom of heaven !" As if
it was certain there were ne infants in the huusehoids of Lydia, the gacler, and
Stephanus ! As if the Gospel revealed a God iess nmindful cf the "little cnes"
than earlier dispensations ! As if infant boptisni carried in it ne appeal te the
hearts cf parents and guardians, at thc time, and ne retrospective appeal te thc
child iii subsequent years ! As if baptism, was net in ail cases to e oniowed by
seduicus and faithful instruction in the trifths and facts, cf cur faith!

TEE MODE OF BAPTISM.

The mode cf baptismn we deem cf much iess importance than the subjecta; but
we proteat that immersion is net indispensable. We beliove that pouring or
sprinkiing is sufficient te constitute the rite, the principle cf which, is the applica-
tion cf water te, the subject whie soiemnly prcncunicing the prescribed formula.
To insist on immersion we regard as a nâ.srepresentation cf the terni baptisas, Fince
it is certainiy usod where there is no imimersion ; and a confusion cf the appre-
priate embiem of the rite, since the bestcwmient of tho Spirit, to which it alludes,
is nover spoken cf3 either in prophecy or history. as an immersion, but alwaya as
,an effusion (Isaiah xliv. 3, lài. 15 ; Ezek. xxxvi. 25 ; Jeel ii. 28, 29 ; Acts ii. 3, iv.
33, x. 44, xi. 15.) Such incidents as the baptism with water cf the Jews unto


