
124

IVIIAI DOES IT SiONZIFY?
"Wcll, 1 shall decide'on taking t/is dress. What does it signify thiougli il isî

fire or ten shiltines dearer tlîan the othcr ? And this ribbon !-.l cannot resist it,
it is se retty, anà will look so Nvell xvith the dress. I won't grudge it, although
it is reall1y toi) expansive. I niust have gioves te niatch, too. 1 ivonder iîow long
these are 'e be three shllings a pair ?-but one can't do wvîthout clean gloves, yola
knoiw.'>

IlIs it real!y timae for another subscription ? 1 could not have believcd it was
a year since 1 gave the last. I see rnost of the otiier ladies oniy give half'-a-crown.
1 don't know why 1 should give five shillings. Baesides, I cannot affurd it. I
dare say iL is a very ivorthy objeet, but tiiere are se many of' thera. 1 will give
you atiotiier biif-crown for the dying wvoman yen wvere speaking te me about ; and
thlen you nmust nlot ask me for any more, for indeed I can't afford it."

"4 It rains, does it ? Well, of course I shall have a cab. Stay at honte 1-cer-
titinly not. 1 promised to go, and my friands expect nme; and what, does rain or
cab-hire sigriify compared ifiti disappointing myself and tbem V"

4~~~wr~~~~l1l ified rado ni.Yuko ~ as Ualdy iîu4 lnit yuu deciined going
to the prayer-meetingr because it was a wet evening. Otir miiiister expected you
and many others who -vecre ft preseat, and your vacant places, instead of a full
concregatien, saddened and disappointed him. Your fellow-work5hippers also were
eilled Ly your absence, and their social feelings depressed by the sight of se
rnany ernpty pews ; and, above ail], yuu were missed by One who bias engaged te
be present ia every meeting of bis people. Was Ile not wounded lastniiht, thirik
you, in the bouse of bis friends, wbien se inany siighted and despised bis presence
and blessing, by suffering such a trîfling matter to hinder themi frein gathieringr
tegether in his naine ?

HIow bite it is !-nearly nîidnighit! Neyer mnd ; whiat does itL signify owv
and thien ? Wliat with good music and agrecable secicty, the evening lias passed
awvay se quickly I could net- have believed it was maueh past ten."

"Lt is too bad of our minister te have kept us se long to-nighit. lHe promised
net te detain us more than au hour, and iL is very often nearly an heur and a haif
before ive are dismissed. 1Iaif-past nine is far tee late te be eut! I believe 1
shaîl cease te attend if this is te be the way of it. 1 cannet afford te have an
evening se broken up, especiaily wiien 1 amn se muchi eniyagcd as at present.'

Reader 1 these are truc, literaI speeches, of so-called Nhristin people. Have
yen neyer heard any similar ? lave you ever yourself spoken such ? JJ'ht do
thcy sigiaify? Much, very mudi. Are tbey net fearfully ;gtiificaiit of a hieart
ioving the werld and the tings of the Nvorid, far, far more than the things of GudI
Are tbey net significant of meney, time, affections, freely bestovied on carîîal self,
the world's thing~ and company, and grudgingly withheld, or more grudgingly
given te Gtod an'd te the cause of God ? Are tiîey net like littie straws floating
on the surface ef the streani, deepiy significant ef the -direction in %vhieli the cur-
rent of the hîeart is flowving-awaylfr-oi God, nottowards hiim? On-lookers clearly
perceive this; the children ef God with, pain and grief-the world's children,
quick te see through vain profession, ivith a sneer. Whiat do stîch Lhink of
tiiemselves ? Are tiîey neyer struck by the inconsistent nature of their owu
valuations-one value afflxed te the %vorid's thiings, another te tue thinigs of the
sanctuary ? Does it neyer give timem. a ghinipse inte the true state of thîcir hîcart
and affections ? If their feiiew-creatures isce through them, biow mucli more dues
the heart-qe-irching God 1 They are tryieg te de an impossible thing-te serve
God and winmon ; and wiien the becart, is s0 divided, we knowv it is reaiiy eleav-
ing te idols, for the Lord will bave nothing short of the îC/te heart. -Where
the treasure is, there wiill the lîcart bc aise," and "eut of the abundance of the


