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AUSTRALIAN WOOL.

W\e have reccivedj tiie foilo%%ing circular front 1Eug. Troost
& Co., Melboursic, dated îst Febrttary. 1902, cieiing %vitil the
wvoil trade, of Atistralia for the season of 1001-19J02: The last
sales liîid in Meihottrne. froti lte 251h to the 3tst J.atti.ry.
itracticaily broî:gli the Victorian bîîiyiing season te a close.
A large business bas hccn transacteil in tli'.zîmarket. ite
quantttitY sOid bcing9 313,000 haies. an11( surpa).ssillg that of k1st
sewson by 51.800 balcs. Atter the.~ is,îue of Our circtnlar of the
4tiI Noventhber last, prices on titis side rececled to thte extent
of lii e per cent., but tltey recoveredl in Decniber owvitig te
the revival of the Continenttal denîand. whicî ias pirticuirly
strolig towards thte end of the year. Wlben the sales re-
opite< ini January. a further stiffenisig waq lnticeable. wvlicbi
ctullnliîltteil ii an ivanice of .5 to 1o per cent. just prior te
the opetitlg of the London first series. Mie selection during
flic pas-.t îtîonth ila( conisi<erablv falieti off. anti the fewv Unes
of gooi ierinio îvools eliciteti the keencest cronpetir-ion front
Fretcli andi Germnait buyers: wvhilst coineacks andI cross-
brcds considerahly rccovcreci front tlitir lnw level. owving te
ain increcaseti Yorkshire detuanti. Speaking greuerally, iie

FnlihcmanI bias beeti the niost reguiar front the hegiti-
ni.g of the season. file Conitinlental section becotniing promt

cnt in Noveniber andi Decemnber. whiist tile Antericani repre-
scntativcs operaiteti frcely as sooni ws thecir style Of WOOl %%'as
catalogueti. viz.. front the iidle of Noî'eîttler t flice endi of
Decenîbler. The total bhnsinc.ss (lonce in the Australian
mnarkets silice the ' t Jîtly last is sltown by the following
figures:

-1901-1902.- -19001901.-

Offcrcd. SOMt. Offered. S,'îld.
Sydltey......... ..... 433.600 416.000 295 000 266.5o0

\IcllhotlrneC.Gelong .. 337.000 313.00 87Sw26.0
Aticlaide... ....... ý72.000 65.000 51.8oo 42.800
Brisbane ....... ..... 23.000 17-000 10.000 8.100

865,600 811,o0o 6.44.300 578.600

List ycar otîr season extendeti well into Febrtiary. 'Ne
estinate flic distributiion <of tbis scason's Colonial purchases
(Stî,ooo baies) to lie as foiiows:
Cuntincsnt of Europe........................ 410,000 baics.
Untitedi Kingdomn............................ 2wo,oo bal es
U. S. Anterica and Canlada .................. .36,oo0 biles.
Japat, andi India............................. 3,OOOtlales
L-ocal aanstfacturcrs, sconrers, speculators. etc. . 72,000 biles.

8Si .ooo bales.
A decrease ini the production is expccted ini Queenslandi

and Southi Australia. but Victoria wiIl hardiy show any
change, and New South %Viles w~iIl pcrbaps, liave a sntail
incecase, so tîtat the total production for scason 1901-1902
may show at very incignificant, if any, augmentation over that
of 1900-1901.

1Freights-Stcanier rates are 7-î6d. and 9-î6d. for grcasy
andi ecoureti respectively; sailers quote î-î6d. less. Ex-
change oit London is 7/ per ccent., and îi/4 per cent. discount
for 6o andi go days' sight respcctively.

SOXE ]POINTS REGARDING THE WOOL CLI.

Nowî tbat thte wool clip season is about conimcncing a
tiniciy tit reniinduttg sheep-owners lîow much the markct
price of wool is depreciateti by carelcssness andi inattention to
the followving avoidable circunlstances, prepareti for the

Argenttine growers, but ccjnailly applicable in Canada, will flot
l ie:ntiss:

1. Wilesn the flecce is daînip, dirty or fulli of earthy or
saîîcl'ý 11ttter-tble restilt of groqs ticgiigencc.

2. \Vbet thte flecce ks ftill 0f burs or otiter sbtiifar for-
cigit itu injurions substances.

3. Whien the lleece ks soileti M- itteti Witiî siteep droti-
pimtgs (ciags). or lionti lip 'vith siscz <irty iocks andi taiiings.

4. Miten the Ilecces are tied i b> string or otiier sintilar
î'eget.ilc utalerials. whlici initerfere vith the dyeimtg of tlie
ivool, aîtd flot hy %wool bandis.

.q. Wltn te leece is clieanicaliy or neclîanically injîtreti
lty heitîg iîna-rked îvith dyes or tar, wvhici ittterferes wvitl tlue
%vishtiîtg, dycing or mtanufacture of the wool. Tt is better te
mnarie sheep on1 the biorts, cars, or legs, where 1to harrn cati
te (lotte.

6. Titat lthe fleeces are so rlean andi thorotigl> îaslbed as
te uc frce of aniy îvash or dili thnt inay have biccn enîplolyedl
for the cure of scab. or otiter parasites iîtfesting the fleece of
slicep, especialiv whleîî the lime antI suîphur dip <sttlphiîc of
lutte). percItaîtce bas hteen apphieti. wî'len it must be cotirel>'
reînlo"td by clear %waîcr before being waslied in soap a-nci
ivater. or thte îî'ool 'viii fot take thte dye %veli.

Tliere are itîa:îy otîter sîniali details wlticbh iki neces-
çary the flocl<ntaster sbcîttld observe, lu England, aftcr the
qlîeep htave breit waslied. tiîey are turîtiet itîto a clean croft or
paddock for «a short tinte hefore they are short., The îî'col
mtust be quîite dry hefore clippting, or thte fibre becornes deter-
iorated. atnd btas a tendcîtcy te rot. The sltearitig munst li
done on a dlean floyr, so tîtat the wool canniot pick up any
foreigît maliter. On the other haitti. the clippitig mutst "not
hie 100 long delayed after uuashing, or it retîtirs t0 ils greasy
conuiltion. MVasltec wool shoiîti nt bc mtixeti utp with greas>'
%wool. When stringr- or other like niaterial ias heen cmi-
ployeti ini tying the flecce. it his been freqîtently observeti
that: whiic il passes tictection in the first instance, wvîen the
wocîl rne% te bc mnifacureti irîto cloth andi dyed. then
tbe Itcnip is cletecteti. inisoinicl as it, bcing vegetable iaitier,
ivili tnt take the color thte saine as %vool. andi the manufac-
turei clotît is spoileti in consequence.

Toucbiîtg washing, thte "*suint" wltieh is rcnioved by titese
mens forots abouît one-Itaîf the total wveight of thte raw
fleece in lthe merinio sllce: butt in the ordinary shcep of tite
1E'ngli!,h downs it averages aboitt 15 per cent., uvhile the fatty
nitttr iii the uvasheti ficcc varies froni 8 per cent. to 3o per
cent. lIn sonte of the colonies the fleece is often wasbed after
sltearing, andi the flocks of wool sprcad out andi turned te
dry, much like hay. on large, dlean. îvooden floors. While
ai these adverse circutsances wbich have been ativertedti 1
lowcr the Valute of uvool materially, on the other band there
is nothing tîtat appreciates a fleece more than cleanliness andi
gooti condition; or. uii other uvords, whcn it is thoroughly
anti carcfully liandîcti. %vasîteti dean, bas lia extraneous mat-
ter$, is free froni aIl Iturtfui impurities, of a gooti color,
proper>' got up. shown off atid marketed te lte greatest adi-
vantage, thus ohîtaining for itseif a higb character and ltne top
price. As the value Of thc liner wools is once more on the
risc. these matters for the nonce have a niuch greater imn-
portance for tlic wool growcr titan usual.

-A yoting mîan. %vite uvorked in a large cotton spinnittg
factory at Stockport, nid wltose jobi consistcd in opening the
ba«les of reuv cotton andi fceding themn int a machine in the
ftrst process, took smahl-pox, the contagion being conveyed
il the cotton.


