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a shori, but very îsotly contested canspaign, in whicit tise
Governmnent %yu suistainedl snd continued, in power. During
tilaý contest he wiîo had for ne stiany years been the leader of
tlic tariffparty of Canada, Sir John A. h1acdonahi, tcok anl ex-
cecdirsgly active part, viliting and niaking speeches in a great
nsany of the conistituencies. An isidossitable (iet43rmsiistiots
carried haira througis his arduous labors, but thse resîction
caisse w-th tise subsidence of ti eoxcitesîsent, and toon after tise
assenbliig of tise :sow Houseof Contimens, otar grand aid captails
was strick%:n down by discase, whicis resuited in his doatis on
Jusso 6th. Ast sma as his deatha wu aflhouiced a speciai generai
iueeting of titis Association was calied, to convense on June
i1 ith, for the purpose of taking suitabie action in tise inatter.
Titis meeting watt held and appropriate resolutions pasa-ci; and
iL was ordered that acopy cf thein be suitably prepared,andt
preiented te Lady Macdonald.

Tite deAtis of Sir John A. Macdonald was made the occasion,
by tise Opposition, to f'urioumiy attack the Goveesnment, in tise
hope tisat, in titis confusion whicit tisen prevaiied to soisie extent,
tise Governinent wouid lie defeatedi and thse National Poiicy
destroyed. But strong, true and akilful men were in commsande
and the storms was weatlsered; and subsequent events have
show n that the people cf Canada are au fuily detersnined as
ever te inaintain and perpetuato tisat policy whfich hu asnsde
this Donminion thse great and prosperous country it is ; and titis
Association niay feel preud iii the knowiedge thsst in the first
bye-election occurring ince tise adjourrument of Parliamnent, aur
respected ex-president, Mr. Bennett Rossamond, was called te
taire a seat in tise grand counicil cf the Dominion.

On tho assembiing cf tise new Parliament last spring, Finance
Minister Foster announccd that the Government isad detersied
te plhace certain gradest of raw sugar upon tise free liat; and tise
lieuse of Comntts subsequently ratified the proposition. Tite
duty was removed front ail sugar isnported for refining purposes,
not above number 14 Dutch standard; but a duty cf eigit-
tenths of tt cent per posind was retained upon ail sugar above
flint isumsber.

It was supposed thftt at tise hast session cf Parliansent the
Finance 31inister would have deait with some of the nsany turiff
nsatters whsich &equire revision; but the removal cf tise duties
upon raw sugar caused such a large reduction in tise revenue;
and pending negotiations, looking te saine sort cf reciprocity
in trasde witis thse United States, were deemed sufficient rea-
sons '.or deferring action in the matter, and therefère ne further
changes were made ln the tariff. But thse representations muade
te the (3overnment by titis Assiociation have received serious
cansideration, and it is te be presunied that a suitable tfine
will sealn arrive when such ansendmcnts and changes will be
effect.ed in tise tariff as will meet ail thse reaisonable objections
now urged against it. I amn pheased to staff., howeveir, that
sanie of tise incongruities conéplained, cf have been rectified
by Orders in Counicil which wiil hold goad until the clmoscf
the :sext session cf Parliamnent.

Thse question cf reciprocity in trade with the United States
lias been very fuiiy discussed in Parianient, in tise preas and an
the hustings, and probably quite pis nitich se in tise United States,
and iL was thought thsat sente consultations regarding it wouid
have been had before titis tinse between the autisorities cf the two
countries. But thse clansorous doniands of thse anti-protectioniste

and annexationists for unrestricted reciprocc.y have crested
tise inpression in the Usitekd States that Canadn. in vory desirous
for IL and caminot do %ritisout, it, witis tica resultistattfitcountry
in hsoldinsg off front aflicial discussion oi tise subject, in tise hope
tisat Canada will ultitately uik te lie annexed and maide part
cf tise Anierican Union. Tisere are titosoi in Canada wiso are
striving for thiii resuit, but titey are fow is nisuners andi weak
iii infiluence, tise masses cf tie people lieismg senot docidedly
averse te atsy suis asrrantgement. As rejsrentatives cf tise
peopio tise Domiinion Governnient are wiliisg te vegotiate a
treaty ont tise basi- cf rociprocity in natural producta, but usot
in nsanuf.rctures; and ussies% titis idea contes te prevail it is not
probable timat any treAty wili ho nmade.

Titis Association lias aiwnys entertained msont decided views
upan this question, and it lias frcque)ntly given expression to
Lsei ; and at ifs lat annual stseetiusg a series of resolutions were
passed wisich empiaticaliy declared thaoappositions cf tise
Association te any change in tise poiicy cf the Governinesit
wieli wouid subject Catiadiat masnufacturera ta tise unequal
cnirnpetition cf any foreign nianufacturers; or te any arrange.
ment being muade by whlsi tisere would ho any trade discrinsi.
nations whatever against Great Britaits Titis sentinment won se
pronounicedl that your secretary was inistructed to prescrnt a
copy of the resolutionn to tIse (vernint. Thtis was
accordingiy done, and tisey wcro duly placed in the hiands cf
Sir John A. Macdonald, tise rcceipt cf whiclt waa duly
acknowledgedi by hlmi.

After tise deatis cf Sir Jois)s, nt a meeting cf tise Executive
Consrnittee, it waa deettied essential finat tihe new ïremnier,
Hon. J. J. C. Abbott, shouid be personally infarsned cf thse
sentiments cf titis Association. The Secretary waa instructed
taq prepare another copy cf tise resolutions for presentation te
hiîn, and a coisnnsttee was sifpainted te ccnvey iL te hm, and
assure hlm that unrestricted reciprocity with the United States
would deal a most daniaging biow ta tise manufacturing indus-
tries cf Canada. Titis commission was duly executed, and 1
feel safe in saying flint tise sentiments cf tic Government on
titis subject caîncide entirely with titose cf tisa Associastion.

A few days tigo, in view cf tie eariy assesîbing cf tise
Dominion P.rrliaxnent, 1 sent out an invitation, caiiing ispon
tise inembers cf tise Association,' wiso may desire chsanges te be
miade ln tise tariff, te meet tise TarifT Conmnittee liere te day.
A considerable amount cf business bas cleveloped before the
Comnsitteei and it ia probable tisere will be severai other mneet-
ings cf it before tise convening cf Pariament.

I desire te express thse obligations 1 have been under f ren
time te tinie, in tie dischsarge of my duties as yossr Secratary,
te President M.%cNaugist and àMr. Fredcrick Nicsolis, Chairinan
cf the Executive and Tariff Commnittees, for their 'willingly
rendered assistance in traîssacting tise affaira of this Association.

Treasurer Booths presented his annuai financial statesuent,
which was rend and adopted. It slsowed tise Association te be
in a sound financiai condition.

Tise fehlowing efficers were electied for 1892:
Plregident-%W. K. ?-cNa\'ught.
Firtt Vice.Ire,ident-Jnhn l3ertrata.
.9ec!J Vice.P'residnt-P. IV. Elig .
Treasurer-Georg I3ootb.
,ecretary-J. J. Caziiidey.
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