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TRAINING OF THE

TEACHER

Interesting Address by Rev, Dr, Conaty at the Con-
ference of Catholic Colleges,

Right Rev, Dir. Conaty deliscred
most Interpsting address at tbe ro-
ceat conference of Catholioc ULolleges
fn Chicago [Evary Catholte feacher

-sbould read it with care Dr Joraty
sald:
Wo meet annually to discuss  the
condltlons of mur  Collegiate vduca-
é tion, cutnestiy scching after tho test
means by which to impioty (L. The
problem 3 very scrlous ono ard do-
roands our most carciul thought. Tue
annual meeting should lead to some
" practical results by which we may
prove flo+oursclves tbs benelits re-
- gulting lrom a gathering of college
represcntatived. We are not  foolish
enough to beliove that we have reach-
od the polnt In our colleglaty work
when wo can afford 10 bo satisfled,
‘nor can wo rost coniented that we
have not ubtaiped our best results
«We roalite the onward march of
eventa in oollege management and
methods and we are not without to-
ocogniring (ha necesaity oft being
"abreakdt of the timos and prepared to
‘moet alt legitimate demands, ‘Therc
w1 many shibboleths mwde famitlar
to ua-by what is called the New
Education, some of them are but,ac-
cenluabions of very old principles, all
of them domand attention.
©
A promlnent cxpression of the new
education ia that- teaching ez bo
tome a profession which requires cate-
ful proparation and training. Form-
orly men did’ many ihings and also
taught; teacklog was but a part of
their work. Mew, teachers arc called
to devote themselves crclusively to
teaching amd Jeavo otger things to
other people, and other trades It is
demarnded that It be made a life
wotk, sand that it become a profes-
sipn  to whith all aspirants will
pledge their absolute devotedness
The reaull ol this word of modern
sducalion is an ever-increasing de-
mand for opportunities in the train-
ing ot teachers for educational wotk.
Men to-day train for everything: spe-
cial oducation 1s called for in eact:‘
department of labor. Mcn are no
‘allowed to euter ioto the mechanical
arts Wwithout nppreaticeship; cate is
taken as to scloction of candidates,
estimates arc made as to results of
preparation, the poaition i3 mada d«:
pondest upon fitneas, equipment an
akill. The typewriter goes to the
brainess achool; the telegraph opera-
tot to the school of telegraphy, the
litterateur to the department of lit-
Lure which will hest fit his style.
Every department In Industty, every
art and trade, every form ol special-
tgm, bas il well-equipped fAtting-
school whore candidates acyuire the
knowledge by which they are to be
“yudged competent to. take positions
to which they aspire. Why should we
. mot exact careful and accurate train-
-img for the professional tcacher, up-
on whose fiimess is to depend the in-
telloctual aad moral wp-bullding of
.tho people? The teacher in the Cath-
olic school sbould be equally well,
oquipped, with bhis nelghbor In all
.gtber schools and  opportuaitics
should be given by which he roay be
ttted 0 do Abe best work accotding
to the mosl jmproved methods.
r ¢
: We are also in sharp compeiition
‘with systems and colleges In wbich,
ny endowment and public tax, the
krulut opportunities are given for
Jarger and better development  We
whould pever lose sighi of the work
done by those around and about us
We should be thoroughly arouscd and
fully aocquainted with the rethods
used In all ocolleglate development
We cancot afiord to ignote the en-
efgy, the activily, the zeal wmanilest~
od In won-Datholic circles for educs
slonal sdvantages. They should act
sk & constant spur upon us to do the
the very best that is fn us, all tho
‘nébre Bocawse Lhe alms and purposes
of edusation are so cleatly well-do-
Aled for us while the great blessing
of revealod truth safeguards us from
the mady dissdvantages to which
the glhets are.swbjocted. It IS -
pottant that we showld, keep our-
selves thorougbly familiar with what
is Meing dome in otheL educational
sywtoras, in order What Wo mAy be
prepared to.loke advantage ol 1the
good. 10 be fownd in them and to ro-
%alst ot coualeract the evil,
* L
- Jiret of>all, there are aurm‘l
nohools {n mearly every state and
saveral -of: -~ Vooed In wany: :uu__f,
: e \.4 Y ‘.(,\i' .
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These schools ate drectly unler stata
vt ownicipal tazation, and atate and
ity dpvint tnat abl candidates  for
ghall  pass  through  the
coursex established Teachers of re-
coguized prominence in school mweth-
ods torm the corps ol Instructors and
every opportunity Is offered for tho
broadest technlal developinent Can-
didates for these schools are judi.
woudly solected and present requite-
ments which entitle them to ba con-
atdered A Ntted to cnter upon a
moro complete system of tratning for
the profession of teachers The currs-
culum followed, the methods used,
all influences brought to bear, are di-
rected toward the development of the
teaching quality o thie candidate To
follow studies thal broaden cduca-
Lion, to become familiar with moth-
ods of teaching, to be taught how to
us¢ thoso mothods. to cultivate ha-
bits of accurate observation, to have
doveloped  within  themselves  thelr
powers of imparting knowledge, thesc
aro the afms and pucposcs of the
normal schoolt malntained by  the
state, and since thelr means are in
many respects untimited, the oppore
tunitics for development are consee
qucntly very vast The system of
training tho tcachers for the otdin-
ary slate schools is one which shows
deternination on  the part of the
state to havo properly tratned teach-
ers in its schools

o
The next fact we notice s tho in-
crease in what Is called  teachers’

colloges, as also the development of
departments of education In peda-
gogy in tho universities where »
higher grade of fnstruction in peda-
gogics is usuaily given and candi-
datex ate cncouraged o do  speclal
research work with the promisc of a
doctor’s degree, thus fitling them for
the higher work in secondary schools,
colleges or universities Teachers' col-
leges, properly so called, or tho
pedagogical Institutes in the univer-
sities, are reaching out to do the
higheat grade ol training In  teach-
ers’ work, frequently by university
metlhods and by unlversity men, with
the disposition toward the control of
the teaching of the higher schools.
The tendeacy of developlng npeclnk-
ties tn all grades of collegiate work
fs becoming very marked, and there
are many who find in this reason to
believe that It Is the only way In
which excellent results can be ob-
tained fn cach department of educa.
tion The doctor’s degree s suppos-
od to cover maore than merc special-
tics, 1t calls for and frequently finds
a high character of scholarship o the
one who, alter years of careful study
under university-iraiped men, not
only reaches proficiency in a special
linc, but stands ready by his produc-
tions to contrituta to the warld's
store ol knowledge.

<

It is also important lor us t¢ no-.
tice the development ol the summer
school, which, while not of the grade
of cither nortal school or teachers-
college, still contributes largely to-
ward the genera! Inztruction of stu-
dents, broadening their,views, giving
them opportunitics to come o con-
tact with promlaent schools and
teachers and follow thelr courses ot
lectures, developing a taste for spe-
cial study, aud Jn many cases re-
ceiving this technical instruction In
poedagogical work duripg the whole
summer session. Thess schools call
1o thelr assistance, reguatly, well-
organized instructors, among whom
aro university prolessors, whose la-
bor results In developing a high
gtade of scholarship fitting for the
tescher’s work When msintained ab-
solutely by the univetsities, ax is
frequently the case, they partake
largely of the university character
and give to thelr students & standing
among teachers holding universily
degroes.

schuols

<
It we ask why all this Is done, or
why this gencral development from
the sluplo training school, the an-
swer Is found 1o thta, that teaching
has become & profession, with a
standard o! character and ability,
second 1o no other Weo are at tho
momont when there i3 a quality do-
.manded In the tcacher which cannot
bo acquired by mere habit or ordin-
ary oxperienco Tis calls for M‘an
for the work commen .urate with jta
finpartance, and the o quisttion  of ]
Jearning and » high grade of sohBUALE]
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micthods, wiNl alone reach (he end ro-
quired The conmpetition amone ol
didatex Iy 0o otrong and the tenden-
¢y towards merttorious standagds s
ro mrcal that people are anvions 1o
spenad their titae and money  tn ob-
tatming  that education which will
tost Nt them Lo hionor their profess
=on

o

Then, again, the question o1 mcth-

od havy been placed In the fore-rank
of qualiications for successful work
Familtarity with the means by which
~uccessful  teachers reach great  re-
suits, the clearer dennition of prin.
ples, tho surer mecans of Imparting
hnowledge, tho appiication of It fn
the achool-room, all theso speak of
method and roquire method The iron
Laws of business arc being appiicd Lo
oducation  Theryiling 18 done by
svstem, everything is in order and
the targest share of benellts comes to
the largest number

v

Then again. there is the grading of

sthools by which work s consolidal-
¢d, one plece Ntting into another, one
part adjusted to another, and all
buildings are of littlo account  You
cral welldefined plan Tlus creates
competition; it dovelops comparison
and forces upon thoso i chatge of
educatton the necessity to have cach
patt of the work equally well done.
All this detnands method, and meth-
od 1s tmproved by tralning

o

After all, no matter haw much we
may sech for reasons by which to
explain the oducational facts we have
noled, the chiefl reason with which weo
have to concern oufsclves is that the
work of cducation depends on the
tralning of teachers,  The teacher
makes the school, the teacher Ix the
school, Cardinat Newnan had a [a-
vorito expression, '*(live us universi-
ties in tents or shantles, but give
us teachers '+ Without the tcacber,
butldingr are ol little account. You
may have well-sclected libraries,
handsomely equipped laboratorles, ex-
tenstve bufldings, but Il you have not
well-prepated teachers in them, you
will never reach the honor mark o
tducation The teacher is one of the
mozt potent factors In our modemn
life.

<

Of course we understand that all
this matter of training teachers and
the very general development of Nog-
mal School and ‘feacher Tralning
Colleges, has itz disadvamtages Tt
18 1ot necessary for us to speak of
{hat greatest of all disadvantages, or
rather positive danger, which comes
with the absence of the religious elc-

ment In the general training of teach-
ers My thought is fargely directed
loward the reason for thec existence
ol these colleges. Ve cannot too
strongly deprecate the poizon of mls-
represcntation and misunderstanding
ol buman characler and buman life
ihat finds its cxpression in the false
philosophical and psychological theor-
les which form the basis of much of
the pedagogical training fa wchoals
and colleges whero teachers are pre-
pared. Wo may however, distiagulsh
between general and professional or
metely technical training; butween
the history asd principles ot cduca-
tional mothods and school pianage-
ment its:lf, between scholastic or
academic subjects and traiping in it
scll I what has to be taught, The
first involves not only the bistory
of oducatian and of thy part which
the Church hasiplayed in educatian,
but also the question ol phtlosophy
xnd psychology, and hercin are found
tho sources of the falss theories that
so largely prevail {n much of the
training for cducational work The
sccond relers to the science of teach-
ing, or the method of imparting
knowjedge avd may be taught) and
may be exercised entirety indepondent
of referenco to the fundamental ques-
tlona In diapute It is only when one
comes to discuss pedagogy ax such,
and the foundations of teachiug, that
the neccssity lor accurate knowledge
in the underlying princtples of life
bocomes neccasary A teacher fnay
be tactful, sympathetic, and deat
with the child In a purely cmpirical
way withouti adverting: to the ree
higlous and phitsophical principles
that are vital to all undorstanding ol
lile of right thinking; one may teach
succeasfully in many btanches with.
out much knowledge ol philosophy,
but il the!dicacher Is tg understand
the RATIONALE of pedagogy, he
peeds phllosophy. The moment he
drilta away from methods and ho-
gins to theorire, there is danger of
Inlso prinelples  The succesalyl teach-
er, cven confined: to mitthods, may,
by virtue of success, attompt ip bole
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3ter up mathods with falve philosophy.
he disadvastages that come fcom

traminy whore resvcaled treth v 0w
th vurde, Where aalb et A
Qod ard the reu and e old o
made the basis of i o L ot
be ovirestimualod

[N

o
Thero are ofther  diadvaatages  an
the tratning of teackors whih wan

bo notieed Theie v 1w everfastmg
faddist with!all e whims amd  va-
prices uterjecting el anto all
the nwthods of  stewcuen,  he s
full of belief In hinescll amd i« com-
stantly liablo 1 change  Thete s
tho experinrentatst over askwg for
the testing of scwe new plan  cither
in book or cyeruisy, wonstantly oa-
positg the pupi's Lo the uncertain-
ties as to what they are aftermards
to ush as the best in wethods, (ol
ol theorios, ke 15 constanthy chang:
ing rmcthods onlv fo find that what
was adopted yeaterday  must be sy-
perseded by what ne hnds to-day £
perimentalisnl 1~ nocessaary as a tost
o! methods, byt there 1+ no eapetl-
mentallsm in education  RBut  the
modern experimentalist is not satis-
fied to beo limited by methods, but
scems  to  dellt largddy toward  his
own peculiar views as to the wfly-
ciica of certain clements on  human
character, while he loses sight ol-
{entimez of tho most Important ones,
frequently ho has worked himnsclf out
of bellel In religton as jmportant and
Is seeking for something to tabo (s
place.
o

Thete ts a disadvaniage, also. or a
danger, that by mcthod of methodiza
Ing one becoines machineslihe in
scthool work and consequently loses
tho persopality which in its eathusi-
asm, sympathy and power, consti-
tutes the real teaching influence Al
ter all, these di<advantages in meth-
ods aro Insignifizant In comparison
with the good, gencrat results  that
como [rom trainwig The benefits aro
30 great that they leave no doubt as
‘t‘i) the necestity  for such  institu-

ons.

o

Wo should be determined that the
teachers {n Catholic schools and col-
leges should have a2 systermatic and
thorough training according to the
best ideals. They should be ambitious
to acquire tho best possible traiuing
for tho work and it should be. the
determination of all who have charge
ol oducational work {n tho church, to
insist  {hat every tecacher be thor-
oughly tralnod Education itsell de-
mronds this, entire independent of the
shatpnese  of the competitioh by
which schools are judged  Honest

love for the truthi should force us to,

the acquisition of the best methods
for imparting 1t. No place should be
found for the incompetent teacher.
No one should be allowed to teach
who has nothing to glve, who pro-
duces nothing. The untrained teacher
Is usually inarticulate, dried up,
witherod, hu,%cltber fire nor lifo
and cannot In«tlligentiy Iropart oven
the little that he may know OQur
Catholic teachers should be the very,
best; our traditions as teachers aro
the nodlest, our alms and purposes
aro well understood and truth de-
mands not only learning but ability
fo Impart 1t according to given
mecthods St Thomas in his Treatiso
oh tho Education of Princes clearly,
defines for us the Important requisites
in a teacher, and no recent book on
pedagogy can  moro cleatly define
what should bo insisted upon in ev-
ery teacher The abllity to select the
best things to be taught, which f{s
tho result of & well-developed mind;;
the fntegrlly ol character which of-
fers & mode] of lNfe; wisdom whick
bases itself on Lumility; the knowl..
edge which has the persuasion of elo-
Quence, and finaily, the ability to
teack which, as St. Augustine aays,
Is aimply ability to open what s
ctlosed “What use,” says tho great
Doctor, *'s golden ‘key (it it wlll! not
optn what we wish; what harm a
&o?'den ono if 1t opens'what is clos-

°

Philosophy bas a most important
part to play, cspecially in tbe prin.
ciplou  that underlie pedagogical stud-
fes. After all, It 1s impossible ta
thoroughly uederstand child character
and direct it in the ways that lead
to true manlvoa ax well as scholar-
ships without a thorough mastery of
the principles that underlic human
life. There is & great deal of false
philosophy serving as a basis for
many modern systetus of oducation.
A falso phllosophy misintrepets soul-
Ufo, gives us character study with.
out the sunlight that comes from
elerpal truth. Human nature can nev-
er be propetly understood except un-
dor tha great searchlight. of revealad
truth by which {be evils tesulting
from the otiginal lapse from integ-
rity and the bdenofits accruing from
Rodemption and Justification through
grace can ba properly understood.
Tho true idoa, of mabhood is based
upon the true idea of life. Educa-
tions! training démavds that the end
of existence be definitely understood
in order that tho material, tho spir.
itual and the natural In man be
each [ully appreciatod We must peves
ct lorget that we are not only hu-
man but also Christian, and that
therefore the aim of education s the
formation of man according to
Christian Meas. 1t 1z the develop-
ment of tho Christian !n man. Phil-
osophy gives us the unity of educa-
tlan. Wo must have harmony in Iliis
und sihoe religlon isa necgssity to
our natupe wo tannot aepatato ont
from tuo other. No trajoing of teach.
ers can bo complete without correct
priaciples of philosophy and psycholo-
gy axd Christiaslly alops can give
theso principled.” v

Leverad 2 (Wisalw b In-infectant Saap
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v adatieal ooment entering into
e tnupies ot the  teacher  should
oot all methods, carcfully analy.s

trem adopt that which 3 found to
[ {:“‘d‘ asstatlate 4t and mako it a
part  of the system  There ds no
doalt 1hat & very large gquantily  of
poed 18 to e found sl modern
methods Let the (hall be silted out,
lot U danger be cltwipated, the fad
seposad, amd the welltested wethod
adopted  Heah out for that which
capericner had proved to be  good,
adopt thgt by wheh tanzible bene
fils hate beep reached. amd thus util-
iro the experience  the endeavors and
carcfut study of others We need not
onhy a good moral, but also a lghly
devcloped twehnteal trawing ol vur
teachers both In callege and  school
Teachers are nol developed by Intul-
tiop they are not fitted by mere vo-
cation they eome to their place In
work throagh the bard labur of pa-
tiont study and carcful tratning fThey
reed to he famitlarized with the his-
tory of education as presented by all
sections of the world of thought
They need particularly the  histery
of the sciencoe they have to  teach,
they shoutd be In touch with all
parts ol it The teacher in tho Cath-
olic school shouid, above all, be thor-
oughly indoctrinated with the idea
that tho only true eoducation Is ac-
cording to the Calholic idea)l e
should wunderstand thoroughly  the
rcasans of difference between  the
Catholic and non-Catholic systems of
cducation, bo thoroughly convinced
tbat the Cathollc system  of intel-
lectual and moral training alone can
give that strength and power to
character which mahes true cduca-
tion. The true tcacher should realize
the power In bim, and this power
shotild be a constant spur to him for
greater and larger cquipmcnt Mould
the teachets in the ways by which
study can obtain its greatcst results
and teaching produce the best schol-
atship. Be not satisfied with mete
consceration to work Insist upon A
completo preparation in order that
consceration may cxercise Its great-
est influence ‘The call to the teach-
ct's chair, or tho appolatment to the
teacher’s office, should find in every
teacher tho knowledge and profession-
al fitness witt  which to fulfill all
that his offfco demands. We never will
succeed In doing that work which as
Catholics we arc bound to do until
we demand from cvery teacher, In
cvery school and college, professional
fitpess. The question may be  asked,
How i3 this to be done? Wo answer.
By a greater attention to, the devel-
opment ol teachers in the diflercut
training schools of Catholic institu-
tions,7or by exacting w certlficale of
Atnets {tom every teacher who pro~
sents hinucl! for placs ia our schools.
A bigh standaed of,cxamination for
teacher's certificates will fnsure, on
the part of tho weacher, the tralning
which,wili ecotitic him to be consld.
ered for the place. 1t iy encouraging
to know that this is a great ad-
vance along theso lines, that teach-
ers themselves aro demanding better.
prepatation. The novitlates and
scholasticates ot religlous ,orders, the
noriual schools of teaching communi-
tles, the University and all its de-
partmenls of graduago work, all
biatk progress in the upbulldiog of
the scntiment towards a completo
teainlog of our teaching corps. Many.
of our religlous institutes, with
their well-defined methods of teach-
fog, maintaln a very high standard
in the qualification for teachers. Yet
there are somo which need to be urge
od to glve more thne iy their train-
ing-school or novitlate Lo the prepar-
ation for tcachers. The cxperience of
the class-room s not sufficlent devel.
opment, il Is not fair to teacther or
pupll. One of tho great motlves for
the Catholic University is the train-
Ing ol teachers {or College work Its
difierent depariments of graduate
study appeal 1o tho Colloges gnd
Seminazies of the countty to send
thefr best young nwen to be trained
according to University methods in
the scholarship that will At them
to honotably .occupy chairs of the
teachets My fts  establishment iho
Catholic pducatlona! system ol this
country has ils opportunity for the
preparetion ol teachers in the best
possible  way for the higher work in
school, college and unlversity  This
conference should set its seal of ap-
proval In no ubeertain words upon
the absolute necessity for the higher
trainlng of every .teacher in our
schools It should.insist that the
College boSnown not »o much by fts
brilliantly fllustr;vnd catalogue and
ite promises of owrything in educa-
tion, but particviarly {t should make
its appeal through {ts teachern well
fitted jor thelr work, well trained in
their departments, and anxlous for
comparison with men and women en-
Ragod In thelr same work in  other
colleges, When this moment arrives
there is no doubt that our colleges
will hold the noblest place in the
work ‘of higher education.

must be ﬂfroudy “,Mm.d
ngo::. whol}“ uyl::g madicine,
pon N dvtm
dne’s life. ALLEK’S UNdC;
BALSAM conwins no opl
in any form and is safe, suro,
and prompt In oases of Croup,
Co senfed
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