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tirn & contemptuous eye on all the relien of ; the in-rushing current of worldly thouphta,
snceatral pride; and we may then imagine ! and giving n tacit promise to our consciences
haw hard it is for thote habit-dyed Ethiopi-|to call for those holy convictions at sems
aas to change their skins, or these sin-marked ! more canvenient season, But, how know we
deapards to efface their spots! i that these consictions will come when e
‘The srobabili'y, therefere, that & postponed ! call them ? - Wnere is our warrant for suppos-
repentance will ‘ever he an effectual or sin- | ing that the Holy Spirit witl bide our time ;
core repentance, may be sut to an easy test. ! will tarry our eonvenience ; will wait the day
I, in o dying hour; if. in the day of the | when we, having nothing else to vceupy us,
sind’s feehleness, and decay, and waste; if, | will permit him to rekindle his quenched
ta a brief remnam, cat off from a life of i flame, and to repeat the warnings which we
worliliness, or sleep, or sin, the soul can i neglected  or despised before?  Surely, all
cevoke into existence a new order ot affec- ' experience would look the other way; would
tions, and, in the twinkling of an eve, put on | tench, that convictions lose their power when:
its dress for heaven; we need movalise no | they ose their freshness. Felix, we are told,
fongar on the perils of spiritual delay ; we ! heard Panl preach many times afterwards ;
may let conscience sleep on in the lap of the * but we do not find that he ever TRENBLED af-
wreat thief of time, saving, for this time, let | ter the first.
us * eat and drink,” and heveafter we can re- 1 Tastly, how great is the affront to Gad, of
pent aud die.  Dut if, nn the contrary, world- ¢ this intention to yield to religious convietions
Iy habits sirike root Jdownwards, the more | heveafter!  To delav our preparation for
they bear fruit apwards; if sauctification de- | heaven is not a foolish thing only, not a dan-
mands that every aucient idol fall und be | gerons thing anly ; it is & profane, a wicked,
crashed before the ark f God 5 and if time, if * 4« God-dishonoring thing.  We cannot pur-
lahor, i€ haly and persevering eflort, be need- 1 pose 1o amend our lives to-morrow without
vd 10 educate immortal spirits for the skies; | also purposing to insult God to-day. ‘T'o tell
then, wae ever folly like nis folly, who, with ! God that we mean to repent next year, is to
a cousiction tnat his soul is at this mement ! tell him that we do not mean to repent be-

Iving under the wrath of God, would say to !
the messenger of heaven, whoever he may be,
“Go thy way for this time; when I have a
eonvenient season, I will eall for thee ®”

Neither are the results of experience, as eol-
iected from those who are in the habit of at- 1
tending the closing scenes of life, at all oppo- !
sed to the conclusion of antecedent reasou- |
ing. Physicians coueur with Divines in at-!
testing, that men, for the most part, die as:
they live, and that the exhaustion of nature's
strength alone frequently incapacitates them
for any essentizl change iu the state and af-
fections of the mind. “[hus, those who live|
the life of the unrigeteous, die the death of!
the unrighteous ulso; the power of unbel’ef
is as victorious in the dying hour, as in the
hours of health; sin, the world, and the de-
vilghall their victims in strong  delusion 1o
the last ; and that Savieur, who, through life,
had heen regarded as “a root out of a dry!
ground,” appears, eveu in death, to be desii-
tute of all * foim and comeliness.”

Tet us conclude with one ur two practical !
reflactions :—First, how great is the danger !
of resisting religious convictions ! of wrning
u deaf ear to language, which, by irs effects
on our minds, ia discerned to be the voice of
God! Itis not needful that we should have
a Faul preaching before us, or a Drusilla
«eated heside us, 10 order that words uttered
in the sanctuary should eppear to have been
a0 expressly written for us, to have come
home to our consciences with se much of
closeness and of power, that, alteough we
<ould not send the preacher away. we were but
100 willing to be sent uway by the prencher;
hailing with gladness the breaking up of the
solemn assembly, weicoming with vagerness
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fore. We may keep our resolution, or we
may not keep it but the mere forming of it
implies that, until the time specified mirives,
we iutend to go on sinning still, to make more
work for his pardoning merey in the interim ;
cutting out, as it were, & apace from the term
of our moral probation, and bargaining with
high heaven for an indulgence for prospec-
tive sin.

Hear we, then, the conclusion of the whole
matter, which we fairly sum up, in a single
sentence, thus: that REPENTANCE DELAYED
1S MERCY TRIFLED WITH. and A HOLY LIPW
INTENDED ONLY, IS LIFE ETERNAL Lost.  To
say 1o any reiigious conviction, * Go thy way
for this time,” is to degrade reason, to injure
the soul. 1o disparage t eaven,to dishonor God.
1t is as if we designed to give God the worst
of our days, and speed on selt and sin the
best; to reserve a lamb of the first year for
the world, and to bring to the Lord only the
maimed and the biind : it is ta offer at the

tshrine of the evil one onur manhood, our vi-

gor, our freshness, our strength; and to lay
on the altar of the God of heaven an offering
of disease, decay, old age, and mental feeble-
uess.  God grant that we may bring no more
of the vain oblations ; but now, in the accept-
ed time, now, in our convenient season, may
“offer an offering in righteousness, and call
upon the name of the Lord I Amen.
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The Worse the Better,
THis s 2 imrndox, the universal truth of
which I would, of course, by no means ven-
ture to affirm ; but I think that, within rather




