Ti-E CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

rises  slowly  through  the  centurics},
Thero were, a3 might be oxpected certain fea.
tares of resemblance between  these  three.
Thus (¢ g.) there was silence in the building
of the firse temnple. whea without sound of axe
or hanuuer, stone was laid on stone so that
“like some tall pulin the noisoless fubric grew.””
In thosilence of growth Christ’s buman frame
was upbuilt when he incremsed in wisdom
and stature.”  Aud silently rises the . Charch
of Christ; *“The kingdom of God cometh not
with observation” no sound is heard when
sonls are converted, and so become set 8o live
iy stones in the walls of God's great temple.
Therc was brightness about the temple of Sul-
omon #s it gleamed with golden lustre in the
suulight ; a far comlicr beauty dwelt 1 the
spotless person of our Redeenter ; and o radi-
ance of purity and rightcogsnes shall be scen—
and even now by eyes that can deteet is, is
seen—in the teipleof the runsomed Church.
‘The praise of the Most High rang through the
arches of the Jewish temple ; unbroken praise,
the melody of a perfect life, rose up from the
temple of Christ's flesh ; while from the temple
of the church there is rising, and shall forever
risy, that new song which we, the ransomed
of mankind can sing. Sacrifice was almost
constantly scen in the first tewmple; Christ ren.
dered the sacrifice of a holy life, and hiy death
completed the stonement; while the third tem.-
ple derivesits lustre from the blood of the
Lamb, and each christiun, being a lively stone
in that temple, is a living sacrifice unto Christ.
Th: first and second of these temales have
passed away. Nothing save the situation now
remains of that temple towards which the
heart and eyes of every Jew once turned in
davorion suddelizht.  In bodily presence our
Redesmer i3 seens no more smony us, fur “it
wag expedient that He should go away,” but
the temple of Cluist’s ransomed Chutech shall
never wax old nor pass away ; built on the sure
founchistion of Christ und the Apostles it rvises
slowly but stendily; each belivver buily into
the temple by  the hund of God becomes
the instrunent for upbuilding others ; and at
last the whole fubric shall be presented to
the Father, wnd disclosed o ths universe, per-
fect and glorious from coraer 1o cope stone.
Now ye are this temple of Gad, all who have
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been redeemed by the bleod of the Lamb, und
have been made mambors of Christ’s mystical
body. Un through the centurics has extended
sud shall oxtend the glorivus succesrion of be-
lievers, and ye are purt of that living line.
Upward through the agues is reared this cver-
lasting teraple, and ye are living stones in its
walls, fur a8 saith the Apusile cbewhere, “Ye
arg bu'l: upon the fuuudanon of the Apostle
snd the Propheds, Jusus Clirist being the  chief
corner stong, in whom all the building fitly
framed together groweth inte an holy temple
in the Lord; in whotn yo also are builld to-
gether for an habitation of God through the
Spirit.’ (2} Cousider the glory of the Chureh
us here expressed,  The Spirit of God dweil-
eth in you.” The supreme moment in the
history of the temple was when at ity dedi-
cation, the glory of tiod filled the house, when
he who in merey to Human weakness had
given to Isieel ofold the pillar of clond and of
fire as the ontward proof ot his guidance, now
gave them in the clouds of glory that fitled the
house a visible token of his presence. And
the temple could not be God's trve  habitation.
“Behold” said Solomon “theheaven of heavens
cannot contain Thee : hosw much less the house
that I have built.””  “Ye, saith the High and
lofty One that inhabited cernity, “1 dwell with
him that is of u contrite and  humbls spirit,”
Greater than the gramdest earthly temple,
greater even than the maserial worll which
supplies the elements for their construction, is
the human soul ; the spirit of a little child may
be amore wondrous and sppropriate dwelling
place for God than cven the splendours of re-
volving suns and systems.  Now believers aré
God's habitations : the Spirit of God dwelleth
in them. ‘That most blessed trath has been
abused by deliucled and dreelving faoaties @ it
has been treated by many with vidicule and
seorn @ but the noblest of vur rave, those who
have done most for the world’s weifare, huve
cluny to it, a8 certain of it as of any other fact
in their existence, nnd by the inspiration ot that
Spirit have led lives of w.wqualied usefulness
and heroism.  Take from oue holy religion
the prosence and power of hat spirit und yeu
leave it marrowiess. Christian precepts would
remain  to us, but they would remain
impossible of fulfi ment. Cluist's example



