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and mnezinbers sliould remain seated, and converse as they 'would in ti
fainily circle, rclieving the posture occasionally by risiing and singing,
verse of a liyîn. Eýven iii a larger rooin wheî'e the leader miit no
hear flie oîesioa tonle of thc speaker, it is bcst thiat the rncbe
sleonN i'în,ii scelled. thé leader draNviiii e-ar to, -cdi niember in rotation
Ever.ythjiig th:ît savors of stitl'ness or forinality sliould bc banishied fti
the cl:îss-rooin, whicli is the place whcere, a Christian famiily oughit to ilc
in ireserved confidence and iWelowsh i p.

It has already been said tliat elass-nîectings are oîuly Prudential mng
Jetions. Neýither in fbrin nor naine aire tlîoy divtnie11 comnuzndcd. Tfli
obli.;.titon 1restiîîlr iIJ)Ol M-ethodists to attend theni wve have elsewheie
spoiken of'. Thiose passziges of Scriptîîre whiiehi lave been soîntiinc
quoted to sliow thei to be divinely conunaudel dIo not seem to us to, warrin
suclb a conîclusion. Tiiese tcxts are not commacnds in mny proper se-nseoý
the wvord. They arc but records oi'f.tcts, ctzatelielnts of the etîstoil ofpfiou.
mn iii every :îge, whlicli show that tbey ollen conferred together or
spiriti:l su lbjcct:é,, because tlhey fcuind snUch inithulate l1ellowslîip proioth,
of tlheir pei-son-al piety and liappiiness. T1'hus we are told th-at t hey "s

ofieîî oie toa :nother, doubtiess of God.adtetig fGd;ta u
eonfcssed tlicir sins one to hnother, and pr:îyed for oeue :aotler that tlue
mig]î t, boacd etc. And everyiwherc in the Seripture tiiere is an iia
plicd cotniendation of tlîis custoîn as being houth le evideuice and tii
safeguard of dîicir piety. The ride tliat requires attendance upon clas.
mheetings only requires that we followv the good exan-pleof those ivlio fcarà
God ili the daîys (if the prophets andi the apostles. '?hîey tlîus Il issemlble(
thieinslves toehr"not because, Cod hiad speeiflc-ally commîandcd it. bu
becaust,,e tlîc' und great spiritual profit thercin. Thecy liad learîîed th
by the uise of such limeans they more rapidly grew in grace and Il in di
knowledge andi love of Goti continua.-lly," if iindecti they liad îîot ah;
Iearnled 1hat m ithiout sueh aitis they -%vere in constant danger of fallin
frontu grace. Anîd wliat arc ive better thian thicy thiat we s1hould liegili
sucli hlsto the nmaintenance of spiritual life? H-ave %ve not the 5:1w(

f-aîhen aint r'eee nature, t'ae saine trials and temlptationis, the saini
hpsandi joys. the fears and sorroirs, the saille needs andi the sainle expei

onces ? Anti ean %ve devise a botter uneans of keepint; ourselves iunspotted
froin the ivorld thian that wliicli Mie fathers in Israei, and the flrst Clîri.
tienls, ciplcycti so suiccssfully that it is connneiindinighy recordeti in thc
a acred volumîe ? 1-low ean ire 'better overcoine the cvil th:ît is ours bj
nlature, andi flister the good tliat is ours by grace? The great aind gifle-
Rlichard Watson sa.Y:

I t is by tiiese, blesseti institutions (ls- eeng)whichi so, constantly
repect file end of ail p)reaeb)ing and of' all rclîgious profossion-the wvork
of Goti ini the hicart-thazt the blind are led in the -righit way ! dic peni
tent encouragret to the exercise of tlîat fiàith in Christ whiereby cornletl
s-alvationl; the telînpted comniforteti; andi ail ulged forward by the couniseli
of experience andi the prayers, of tiiose wlîo, are unitcd in tluis interesting
fellot,.snnl) to the mlark of the prize of our highi calling'

Diqually pertinent is thelîae of Bishiop Morris ini his introductioia
to Dr. Milcy's Treatise:

44 às to the peemliar institution of cla-ss-meeting, wlietler we view it
in its spiritual, pastoral, disciplinaq busine&s, or social aspect, it is ofrai
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