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tary dispositions is %vii ridiculed in an old
quatrain which 1 have carric'J in iiy încuîtory
for somte years

In the naine of God, ameni:
31Y featlîer-bed to niy ivife, Jen
Also niy carpenter's sawv and(l hammer;
ULhtil siue marries; then, God damai lier !"

Only one degree less mean is the hiabit of
ivreaking posthumous vengeance on a disobe-
dient child by "cutting himt off with a shilling.'
One may possibly be excused for a basty act
of this sort but when the deliberate judgment
approvos it and lets it stand, it argues a screwr
loose in the testator's moral machinery. While
ho is writing or reading the good words at the
commencement of his wilI, why doos ho not
recaîl sutidry expressions of scripture : "Let
flot the suni go down upon niy wrath ;" "lHe
that bath no rule over his own spirit, is like acity that is broken down and without walls ;"
"Vengeance is mine, 1 will repav, saith the
Lord ?" Undoubtedly cases occur'where cl.
dren prove permanently unworthy of parental
bencefaction. But I amn speaking of the comn-
mon cases, as, for exarnple, wbet'e a daughiter
marries a man whoin her father di.slikes. Such
a one came te me once to have bis will drawn,
or rather a man who proposed to cut his sonl
off because lie hadi married a woman wholn
the fathier did flot approvo. Tiro old mr.,n was
a plain fariner, who, whon 1 asked his roasonfor this course, replied: IWl l,ý I baint gotnothing again the gai partiler, only she's a
schoolmiarm."ý t'Weil, what of thatP" IlWhy,sho don't know nothing about housekeeping 1'
It was évident that it might have been bene-
ficial to the old man if ke had fallen in with aseboolmarni in his young days. What a world
this would be, now, if children ivere compelled
te marry as thoir parents should dictate!
IIow much it would add to conjugal fidelity
and happiness! Look at France, where such
marriages are substantiaîly tho rule. it would
become necessary to erect a divorce court at
once, with a largo numbor of judges, to reliove
each other. Another frequont excuse for dis.
berison, is moral misconduct of a child, espo-
cially of a daughter. Fathers ought to hoextremcly deliberate in such a decision. if
Christ could pardon Magdalen, a father maypardon bis erring daugb tir. Especially whenho cannot say that ber straying is not the ro-
suit of inherited passions or of zdefective moral
teacbing. " Lot him, that is without sin anlong
you cast the first stone." How humiliatod
ought such a father to fe, when per-haps hois in the habit of sinning, under thé prompt-
ings of bis passions, every month of bis lire!
During the provalenco of negro slavery in this
country, I noticod that the mon who were the
most fearful of the consoquences of Ilamalga-
mation " and loudest in their donunciations5of
it, wero usually thoso who held the closest
associations with females of African descent
So, I believe, the mon who are the most "lsen-
sýitive " about the lionor of their wivos and
daughiters, and most apt to go temporarily
crazy, and shoot people, are thoso who prac-

tically bave least regard for the honor of othermen1s Ivives and daugtes
Even wben a rnan bas no dlaims of fam.ili,

"Port him, ho can hardly ho content %vithi
ina.king good gifts in secret; ho must prochlimu
andm piet liing isanco of a man's prideand iet liingafter biîn may be foutndl inDowning v. MJarshall, 23 New York, 336.
This was an action to obtain a construction of
a will. The testator, an excellent and pious
man, was a manufacturer of cotton goods, onwhoso adventures the Lord had smiled, and
whose woalth consequentîy loomed up in large
proportions. Being one of the earliest and
muost extensive manturacturers in the counîtry,andjustly proud of bis material success, and
being also childless and witlîout kmn on t'lissîde of the ocean, ho resolved at once te per-
petuiato his rinte and cemmemorate that libb-
ralîty toward charitable and religious objects
for whi.-h ho had always been remarizable. So,with the help of an attorney, lie concocted and
loft bohind him, as a beneficial funul for hiaîf ascore of lawyers, ono of the most singular willstbat itever etered into the heart ofmi an to con-
ceive. His sceme was, in a word, to liave bis
oxecutors carry on bis'inanufacturing businessfor the bonefi t of religi.ous and charitable corpo-
rations!1 Ho left bis manufactui*ingr establish-
mont to bis oxecutors in trust to carry on. the
saine and divido tho -profits in certain propor-tions between the American Tract Society, the
Ainorican Home Missionary Society, the Amez
r.can Bible Society, and 'the Marshîall Infir-
mary, the latter being a bospital wbich ho badfounded. But the architects of titis remark-
able sceeme had hoard that it was against our
laws te tie up proporty for'more than two
lives, and se thoy provided that the trutsts
were to continue duringr the livos of two young
mon named in the will, and on tlîeir death thé'proerty was to bo sold, and the procceds
were to bo divided in the like proportion
among the samne beneficiarios. ie cout bejld
the trust void, and that the estate descended
to the next of kmn, subject to the direction toscîl and divide on the falling of the two lives.
The court in effoct decided that the buin-ess
of the religious societies was .-le printing oftracts anud Bibles, and not of cotton cloths ;even roligious pocket h.indkerchiefs, calculated
for the meridian and intelligence of b'Žathen-
dom, wvould not answer. The Iloie iss,;.ion-
ary SÔciety, being unincorporatcd, did notparticipate in the bonefits of the will in any
degreo. It took eight years and cost$5,0
te oestablish the legal ineaning of the w'ill,which was a very different inearîing froîn what
the testator intended. Perhaps the result ivasdesigned by Providence as a rebuke, for the
seheme which the testator had contrived tominister te bis vanity, by carrying on bis
manufacturing establishmetît as long as legally
possible after bis death, was frustrated, wvhile
the puroly benevolent objeets alone 'vereeffect-
cdi. lus trust in Providence was approved; bis,
trust in man was held void under the statute.

(To b. continusd.)


