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An Act to amnend the Lais rewcal1'oîn the Bar.
Whereas it has been deemed expedient in the interests of the Bar. of Students-at-Law, and of the Universities of the Province, to aniend the law respeoting the Bar of theProvince of Quebec by further encouraging the law students to follow a law course and

-curriculum aproed by the General Council and adoptedby the Univeruities.-Therefore, Her Maj esty, by and with the consent of the Legisiature of Quebec, enacts
as follows :

1. Article M55 of the Revised Statutes of the Province of Quebec is hereby repealedand replaced hy the followi ng :
di8ff4 (1). It is the duty of examiners ta inquire into the morals, character, reputation,

dknowledge and capacity and qualifications af candidates, and for such purpose theydhave the right to sunimon and examine under oath administered by one of theni, thedcandidate or any other persan, and to put to theni any question pertinent to the in-ci ury.
.(2). A diploma in law oonferred upon a candidate by any of the Universities or Col-leges wherein a law course and curriculum approved by the'General Council in accord-

44 ance with Article 3-5o72 have heen adopted and followed, shall be sufficient evidence ofhis knowledge, capacity an qualifications, and shall dispense the candidate froni any64exa mination by the examiners except as ta his marals, character and reputataon.'(3). Such examiners, or the majority of theni, have the saine pawers as the SuperiordiCourt to compel witnesses to appear and to answer under oath in the manner anddiunder the penalties prcucribed by the Court of Civil Procedure."'
2. This Act shall come into force ou the day of its sanction.

Re'port by Mfr. Languedoc.
I regret toi say I cannot concur in the report of the majority of the

committee on examinations appointod by the General Council of theBar at itis meeting of the 23rd of February Iast, and the subjeet seems to
mie of such vital importance, that I feel it my duty to give herewith my
reasons of dissent,

We are ail agreed that it ie essential to the existence of our body thatit should not only retain in an implied manner, but actively exercise
ýteelf the power to recruit itself by the admission of new members. Thequestion which divides UB is as to whether or not examinations held inthe universities and degrees obtained thereby should avail as tests oflegal knowledge so as to relieve the Bar from. the responsibility of further
enquiry in the matter.

Following in the footateps of the majority I shall first advert to the
dissatisfaction feit in some quarters at the result of recent Bar examina-
tions.

It je a subjeet which 1 have already had occasion to mention in annual
reporte to this council. Unfortunate candidates at ail times are prone tobelieve themaelves the victime of injustice, or of a bad system, and often
get their friends and relatives to, share this view. This is inevitable
under any circunistances, but it muet be borne in mind that since 1886when the new charter came into operation, one of its chief objecta wusto effect a reform by raîsing the standard of legal education required foradmission to the Bar, Examinationa became at once more severe and
very properly 80. To carry out the reforma a holocaust had to be offered,but the resuits were generally satisfactory. Complainte were only madeby the unfortunates, but the isuccessful students themselves (who after
ail knew better than any one else) invariably acknowledged the fairnesof the examinations, and I can bear witnes that they agreed with 4heexaminers in the estimate of incapacity of their rejected comrades.

In the session of 1894, without any expression of opinion from. the Barand without deigning to afford it an opportunity to declare its views, atthe request of the students, the Legis ature abridged the terni of study
from a five and four to a four and three years' terzn. Studenta actually
under indentures Were given the benefit of this ameudment.

The result was what might have been expected. At the examinations
of July and January hast, the ordinary number of men came up and inaddition to them. ail those who in the usual course should have had towait another year. The examiners had toi deal with twioe the number


