
ELEMENTARY COMPOSITION.

te~forbidding toues. iFriendship, Gratitude, what do those things
meau 1 What are they to do with theî and home they went, -the
word hanging like a big heavy weight around the little hearts. How
do people wite compositionsi They looked at the peu thon at the
liaudie, and thought of the wily priest of whonx they had read, who
performed a mairacle by filling bis holloiw cane with well-beaten egg,
and thon of the king wbo wvas ciurod of a groat itlness, by kuocking
together heavy wooden mallets filled with niedicine. Could the peu-
handile be 'holloived aud say-friendship put in 1 Language was there,
imagination and invention too, and douhtless, sonie crude notions about
even these abstruse tepics, scattered throughout the littie brains, but
they had nover been tauglht to gather these thoughté iute words, and
that is wvl)ore the trouble Iay. ln rural districts the schoolboy's ides of
Composition is a legendary letter haude< lodwn froin fathor te son,
back, back, to the first scribe of the farnilv, sud ho takes bis peu in
band te write yon these few lines, hoping they may find yeu in good
health as they Icave hixu at preseut. Thoni, taking cominaud of his
Faistaffian recruits, bis xnisshapeu and lundîsciplined thoughts, dis-
severs ail connection between relative aud antecedent, ostracises our
oneoewe-lamb, the possessive case, inisuses bis words, dîsuses his
connectives, aud with some choice rhetorical flouirishies indigenous to
the soi], no more at preseut, bad spelling aud bad -%vritiug te ho
excused.

Our subject of Cornposition$ %in that it sets the mind looking in
uipon itself sud brings into play the greatest number of the faculties,
is of the g,,reatest importance. It reveals thn method, ordering, and
extent of the child's impressions, aud the whole value of the teacher's
instructions ,for bis being able te express bis tlîoughts in words must
mun parallel with bis havin- ideas aud with bis knowiug howv to
utilize these idoas. Iu the young mind there is, se te speak, a repul-
sîve force strong amiong bis varions ideas ami perceptions, they move
too ersily among oach other aud every little agitation of thonghit sets
ail flying about., they want the ballast of roflection, which wouk1 -lake
oach faîl te its rigit place sud conie whien bid. As yet they have
ideas witbout wvordï, werds sud nover au idea ef their mneaning.
Association is strong but lacks discerunieut, aud frequently sots him
eut of bis way, se wvhen lie tries te tell yeu of auythig he bias soon or
beard, ho runs frei n e thing te auother, losiug lîinself ini tho mazes
of bis own thougits aud totally bewilderiug bis listenors. Frequeutiy
hoe is unable te abstract bis ideas from the particular object or circuzn-


