
M~ORAL D3RILL IN SCliOOL.

exceptional cases, you will say, anid 8o they are; but are
they ilot sufficient to bring us to frownl tpoil everything
iin t-hp shape of peritinctory religions exercises in school.
Tihe regualations of the Protestanit 0Comrinittee require that
the first part of the school-day shall ha devoted to re-
ligyinus exercises, inicluding( the readiing of scriptture, prayer
and praise; and to makze these exercises efflýctual ' ewery
teacher knzows that a previous secular drilli must he had,
in order that the proper a.ttittide of body, intellect, aid soul
may be seeured wheii the pupil mones to enter into the
presence or Godi duringr the short service. As I have said
iii my hinits to the teachers of my inispectorate this year in
anticipation of mly annuiial officiai visit, ', E very devotional
exercise iii sehool should have a puirpose, a serions solemn.
purpose, and the singiu.g and simultanieons readiin shouid
ha of the very hast." Indeed, uiiless this proper attitude
towards the primnary Christian beliefs can lx- secured by
the teacher ini lis sehool, the reflex heart-effects iii the
pupils will iîot rise aho-ve the averýage eflècts produced on
the souls of a paid choir darinig the singing of the anthein
in church, or on the gay party on the river of' ail eveino'i
writh their mixed programme of" '-Hld the Fort," "John

Trows Be d y" and&- Jeriisalemn the Golden."
T epractical this moral drill iii sehool, inust deal with

the primary religious beliefs; anid the first of ail these ha-
liefs, the fundamental anithern note of ail religrion-the
ever present supervision of the Most Higrh-must corne
flrst iii the order or a spec.ial traiining. "Thou God seest
me " is the first lessonii i religioni that must be learned ini
sehool. TIe sate recogiiizes God, a parliarnent opans
with prayer, the wituess-box stili has Him for its shield;
and the publie school continues to invoke His presence.
But how is the school invocation to be mnade to mean more
to the child's soul as a guidance for the day, than the ehap-
laini's prayer on the floor of the flouse of Corn onis, or the
kissingr of the Book in a court of justice? That is your
problem, teachers, and for ine to point out the NÎay this
evening would involve the resolvitig of this association in-
to a Teadhers' Institute and the illustration of my sugges-
tions l)y aiu actual preliminiary drill. Your physical drill
is excellent and develops the tissues thrugh. activity;
but have you ev-er thought that the best physical d-rifl, the
drill that acts upon the whole being, body, mind, and soul,


